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About the Author
Zander is a high school student in Florida. He wrote the activity book when he was fourteen years old. He lives 
on Palm Island, a bridgeless barrier island. He has been giving “Turtle Talks,” a conservation presentation, for six 
years. He speaks at schools, libraries, and nature events. Zander has received the Mote Marine Lab Sea Turtle 
Conservationist of the Year Award in 2002, the Dream It Do It Award from Youth Venture in Washington D.C. 
in 2003, the Leo “Pete” Cypher “Service Above Self” Rotary Award in 2005 and 2007, the International Eco-
Hero Award from Action For Nature in 2005, the Brower Youth Award in 2005, the Florida Wildlife Federation 
Youth Conservationist Award in 2005, and was granted the Gloria Barron Prize in 2006. In 2007 Zander received 
the Environmentalist of the Year, from Keep Sarasota Beautiful, the EPA Presidential Youth Award and the 
Prudential Spirit of Community Award. He can be contacted at Zander@ewol.com. 

About the Illustrator
Linda Soderquist is an elementary teacher in Venice, Florida. She is also a watercolor artist, who regularly 
shows her work in galleries and exhibits. She resides on Little Gasparilla Island, a bridgeless, barrier island  
off southwest Florida. Over the years, Linda has been active in many areas of environmental conservation, 
and is presently a volunteer water quality monitor with CHEVWQMN. She is the primary permit holder for all 
sea turtle activities on Little Gasparilla Island, and is responsible for turtle nest data collection, investigating 
disorientations, and gathering information on strandings. You can reach Linda at linist@hotmail.com.



Thank You from the Author

Thank you to Dr. Supraja Dharini of the Tree Foundation in Chennai, India for asking that the Olive Ridley sea 
turtle be added to the activity book. Her vision will make it possible for children along the coast of India to enjoy 
and learn about pelagic reptiles.

Special thanks to Elsa Holderness for her design expertise. With Elsa’s talent to edit and upload my text into the 
computer, Turtle Talks is being read by thousands of students around the world in three languages.

Many thanks to Linda Soderquist, who beautifully illustrated both the sea turtle and the gopher tortoise book. 
Since I was eleven years old she has been my mentor and made me believe that a kid can make a difference in the 
environment. Now, at eighteen years old, I want to pass that message on to you!


