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About the Author
Zander is a student in Florida. He wrote the activity book when he was fourteen years old. He lives on Palm
Island, a bridgeless barrier island. He has been giving “Turtle Talks,” a conservation presentation, for eight
years. He speaks at schools, libraries, and nature events. Zander received the Mote Marine Lab Sea Turtle
Conservationist of the Year Award in 2002 and the Dream It Do It Award from Youth Venture in Washington
D.C. The International Eco-Hero Award and the Brower Youth Award in 2005. He received the Presidential
Environmental Youth Award and the Prudential Spirit of Community Award in 2007. In 2008 Zander was a finalist
in the Volvo For Life Awards and was acknowledged with the Sea World Environmental Excellence Award. Zander
is a Do Something Award winner! In 2009 he was honored with the Peter Benchley Youth Award, at the Blue
Vision Summit. He can be contacted at turtletalks.zander@gmail.com.

About the Illustrator
Linda Soderquist is an elementary teacher in Venice, Florida. She is also a watercolor artist, who regularly
shows her work in galleries and exhibits. She resides on Little Gasparilla Island, a bridgeless, barrier island
off southwest Florida. Over the years, Linda has been active in many areas of environmental conservation,
and is presently a volunteer water quality monitor with CHEVWQMN. She is the primary permit holder for all
sea turtle activities on Little Gasparilla Island, and is responsible for turtle nest data collection, investigating
disorientations, and gathering information on strandings. You can reach Linda at linist@hotmail.com.

Where Can I See Turtles?
Sea turtles can be found all over the world, nesting on tropical beaches, swimming through
coral reefs, and grazing seagrass beds. There are many great places to witness the beauty of
sea turtles in the wild, though make sure to respect the turtles and local communities that you
visit. Check out our Turtle Watching Top 10 List for some tips .
Watching a graceful green sea turtle in the water or witnessing a horde of leatherback hatchlings scrambling to the ocean may be among the most joyful experiences in life. In many places,
small-scale conservation tourism to sea turtle hotspots can be a big boost to local conservation
efforts. Make sure to look for trips where the local conservation organizations receive income
from the tours and are involved in the educational programs.
One place to find turtle sites where the visits help conservation efforts is SEE Turtles, a nonprofit conservation tourism project. On www.seeturtles.org, you can learn about communitybased conservation efforts around the world, see captivating photos and videos, sign up for
volunteer programs, and read a comprehensive turtle watching guide.
Top Ten Tips For Turtle Watching:
http://www.seeturtles.org/162/top-10-tips-for-turtle-watching.html

Arribada - Spanish for Arrival, used to refer to a mass, synchronized nesting of sea turtles.
Carapace - The top portion of the turtle shell.
Conservation Tourism - Travel with the goal of supporting efforts to protect endangered species
and habitats.
Crustaceans - Lobsters, shrimp, and crabs that have hard shells, jointed legs, and live
underwater.
Endangered - When a species is in danger of becoming extinct.
Estuary - A place where fresh water and salt water meet, where a river flows into the sea.
Extinct - When the last living member of a species dies and is gone forever.
False Crawl - When a mother turtle comes up on the beach but doesn’t make a nest.
Green Turtle - An endangered sea turtle named for the green body fat under its shell.
Hatchling - Baby turtles that have just come out of their shells.
Hawksbill Turtle - An endangered sea turtle with a hook shaped beak, killed for its shell.
Kemp’s Ridley Turtle - The smallest and most rare of the endangered sea turtles.
Leatherback Turtle - The largest of the endangered sea turtles. It gets its name from the
leathery covering on its carapace.
Loggerhead Turtle - A threatened sea turtle, name for the shape of its head.
Migration - Traveling from one area to another, sometimes for food or to mate.
Olive Ridley Turtle - A small sea turtle named for the olive green color of its
heart shaped shell.
Plastron - The bottom of the turtle shell.
Poachers - Humans that hunt animals illegally. Laws in the U.S. protect endangered and
threatened animals from being hunted or killed.
Predators - Animals that hunt and eat other animals for food.
Sea Grass - Grass that grows under water, usually in a large area called a bed. A good source of
food and habitat for many types of sea life.
Scutes - The scales that cover a turtle shell.
Threatened - At risk for becoming endangered, and possibly headed towards extinction.
Turtle Excluder Devices - TED’s, a device that allows turtles to escape from a shrimp net, while
keeping the shrimp in.
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Turtle Talks may be downloaded from the CHNEP website.
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