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With a grant from the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service, WIDECAST has digitized the data-
bases and proceedings of the Western Atlantic Turtle Symposium (WATS) with the hope that 
the revitalized documents might provide a useful historical context for contemporary sea turtle 
management and conservation efforts in the Western Atlantic Region. 
 
With the stated objective of serving “as a starting point for the identification of critical areas where 
it will be necessary to concentrate all efforts in the future”, the first Western Atlantic Turtle Sym-
posium convened in Costa Rica (17-22 July 1983), and the second in Puerto Rico four years later 
(12-16 October 1987). WATS I featured National Reports from 43 political jurisdictions; 37 pre-
sented at WATS II.  
 
WATS I opened with these words:  “The talks which we started today have the multiple purpose 
of bringing our knowledge up to date about the biological peculiarities of the marine turtle popula-
tions of the western Atlantic; to know and analyse the scope of the National Reports prepared by 
the scientific and technical personnel of more than thirty nations of the region; to consider options 
for the orderly management of marine turtle populations; and in general to provide an adequate 
forum for the exchange of experiences among scientists, administrators, and individuals inter-
ested in making contributions for the preservation of this important natural resource.” 
 
A quarter-century has passed, and the results of these historic meetings have been lost to sci-
ence and to a new generation of managers and conservationists. Their unique importance in 
providing baseline data remains unrecognized, and their potential as a “starting point” is neither 
known nor appreciated.  
 
The proceedings document what was known at the time concerning the status and distribution of 
nesting and foraging habitat, population size and trend, mortality factors, official statistics on 
exploitation and trade, estimated incidental catch, employment dependent on turtles, mariculture 
operations, public and private institutions concerned with conservation and use, legal aspects 
(e.g. regulations, enforcement, protected areas), and active research projects. In most cases it 
was the first time a national sea turtle assessment had been conducted.  
 
Despite the potential value of this information to agencies responsible for conducting stock 
assessments, monitoring recovery trends, and safeguarding critical habitat in the 21st century, 
the hand-written National Reports, largely illegible in the published proceedings, have slipped into 
obscurity. To help ensure the legacy of these symposia, we have digitized the entire proceedings, 
including the National Reports, plenary presentations and panels, and annotated bibliographies of 
both meetings, and posted them online at http://www.widecast.org/What/RegionalPrograms.html. 
 
Each article has been scanned from the original document.  Errors in the scan have been cor-
rected; however, to be true to the original content (as closely as we can discern it), potential 
errors of content have not been corrected.  This article should be cited: 
 
Fletemeyer, J. 1984. National Report for the British Virgin Islands, pp.70-117. In: Bacon, P., F. 
Berry, K. Bjorndal, H. Hirth, L. Ogren and M. Weber (Editors), Proceedings of the First Western 
Atlantic Turtle Symposium, 17-22 July 1983, San José, Costa Rica. Volume III: The National 
Reports. RSMAS Printing, Miami. 
 

Karen L. Eckert 
WIDECAST Executive Director 

June 2009 

http://www.widecast.org/What/RegionalPrograms.html�
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Figure 1. British Virgin Islands – W.A.T.S. National Report Study Area.1

  
 

                                                 
1  Editor’s Note (2009):  Maps and figures are reprinted exactly as they appear in the original WATS I 
Proceedings (Bacon et al. 1984); we regret the poor quality exhibited in some cases. 
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To: W.A.T.S. Technical Team 
 
 
 
The national report for the British Virgin Islands was completed on 27 November 1981 with some 
modification from the original outline. These modifications include the following: 
 
1. Additional of Table 1A which summarizes the length of coastline and beach of the islands 

involved in the July 1981 aerial survey.  
 
2. Additional of Table 3A which supplements Table 3 and gives a detailed description of all the 

possible nesting beaches found within the territory of the B.V.I. 
 

3. Addition of Table 7A which summarizes observations made of turtles in foraging habitats 
during the July 1981 serial surveys. 

 
4. Deletion of Table 4 because of insufficient data. 

 
5. Deletion of Table 9 because of lack of data on the subject of non-foraging turtles in offshore 

areas. 
 

6. Deletion of Table 14 because of lack of information on turtles taken by foreign fishermen. 
 

7. Deletion of Table 15 due to the fact that no official governmental statistics on turtles exists. 
 

8. Deletion of Table 17 because no mariculture operations involving turtles has been attempted 
in the B.V.I. 

 
9. Deletion of Table 21 because no study has been conducted on sea turtles within the territory 

defined by the B.V.I. 
 
 

 Although some data could not be obtained to complete all the tables in this report, it 
nevertheless represents the first attempt to make a comprehensive inventory of the status of the 
sea turtle stock in the B.V.I. When reading this report, it should be kept in mind that most of the 
data presented in this report was collected over a short period of time and may not be 
representative of a long term picture.  It is, therefore, important to conduct a “follow-up” study to 
determine the dynamics of the sea turtle population inhabiting B.V.I. waters.  
 
 
 
 
 
             
         Very sincerely, 
 
 
 
         John R. Fletemeyer  
 
 
 
 
JRF:km 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
On 25 July 1981 a technical assistant was sent to conduct a twelve-day as turtle socio-economic 
and nesting study of the British Virgin Islands. In addition, the assistant was to assist 
governmental officials in preparing a national report for the Western Atlantic Turtle Symposium 
(W.A.T.S.) to be held in San José, Costa Rica in July 1983 over a five-day period. This report was 
written with the following objectives2

 
 in mind.  

• Conduct surveys of all the marine shoreline within the territory defined as the British 
Virgin Islands. 

o Record the types of shoreline present -- for the purpose of recording actual or 
potential sea turtle nesting beaches (so that subsequent surveys can be more 
tine and cost effective), and to document the kinds and amounts of shoreline 
throughout the area. 
 

o Record all signs of sea turtle tracks and nests on nesting beaches for the pur-
pose of developing a comprehensive index of the extent of sea turtle nesting 
activity, include updated data on prior known concentrations, determination of 
extend of dispersed nesting activity, and determination of any prior unrecorded 
nesting sites. 

 
• Compile data of all kinds to determine the status of sea turtle populations. 

 
• Review present conservation and management programs in regards to sea turtles. 

 
• Determine socio-economic importance of sea turtles. 

 
• Make recommendations to help promote the survival status of sea turtle populations 

Inhabiting the territorial waters of the British Virgin Islands. 
 
During the twelve-day field trip to the British Virgin Islands much of the data required to prepare 
this report was obtained. In addition to collecting written documentation on sea turtles and 
conducting interviews with local government officials and fishermen, aerial and boat surveys were 
conducted along all the beaches in the British Virgin Islands. During these surveys nine turtles 
were observed in foraging habitats, 38 'fresh' nests were surveyed and one stranding was 
observed. This data and more is presented in this report. 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The British Virgin Islands represent an 800 square kilometer area of the Caribbean Sea which is 
located between 65º and 64º 24' longitude (west of Greenwich) and 18º 15' and 18º 46' latitude. 
The many islands lying within these coordinates support a permanent population of about 11,000 
people (1979 census estimate). There is also a large non-resident, tourist population of unknown 
number which is heaviest during the winter season. 
 
The largest Island within the territory defined as the British Virgin Islands is Tortola. Road Town, 
the capital of the Islands, is located on this island and has a population of about 9,000 people. 
The remaining population is widely dispersed on the many smaller islands in fishing villages and 
settlements. It should be mentioned that many of the smaller islands such as Great Tobago. Little 

                                                 
2 The objectives and goals were taken from a memorandum to W.A.T.S. Steering Committee on Technical 
team doted 22 July 101 (Page 4).   
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Tobago and Green Cay (to name just a few) are uninhabited, although they are sometimes visited 
by boaters. 
 
All but one of the British Virgin Islands are of volcanic origin. The typical geomorphological 
features of these islands include steep, intensely weathered cliffs which are usually bordered by 
narrow rocky shorelines. Occasionally, this predominant feature is interrupted by small sandy 
'pocket' beaches which may be no were than t'0 maters in length. Depending on the location of 
these small beaches with respect to being located either windward or leeward to an Island, they 
may be considered either "high' energy beaches or 'low' energy beaches. 
 
Although some of the beaches in the British Virgin Islands are composed of gravel and shingle 
sized material, most of the beaches have a primarily Sandy composition. The sand is typically 
biogenic marine carbonate, with only a small terrigenous component represented. On most of the 
sand beaches the grains tend to be well sorted (ranging from fine to coarse grains) and are well 
rounded indicating a long weathering process. The only exception is on 'low' energy beaches 
where the sand tends to be poorly sorted. The tides affecting these beaches are microtidal (=less 
than 2 meters). 
 
The one exception to this description is the island of Anegada. This Island with its 39.6 km 
coastline represents a coral and limestone formation with a very low topographic profile. Two 
thirds of this island is fringed by sandy, narrow beaches which are bordered by dense vegetation. 
Although narrow, this long stretch of beach provides suitable nesting habitat for sea turtles.  The 
remaining third of Anegada is mangrove swamp and is unsuitable for turtle nesting. 
 
Beyond most of the larger Islands are numerous rocky outcrops and cays, some which are 
uncharted. Also there are many shallow and midwater reef systems which support abundant and 
diverse marine plant and animal communities. In addition to many extensive reef systems, there 
are a number of sea grass beds (predominately Thalassia and Syringodium). Most of the grass 
beds are located adjacent to low energy beaches in shallow water (less than 10 meters). The 
most extensive grass community is located off the east coast of Anegada. The marine grasses 
cover more then 25 square kilometers of sea bottom. 
 
Information on sea turtle activity for the British Virgin Islands is nonexistent, although there are 
some useful data on turtle activity for the U.S. Virgin Islands. Dr. Edward Tamale, Dr. Allen 
Putney and Mr. Randy Rainey hove collected a great deal of data regarding nesting activity and 
population estimates for this U.S. territory which provides useful insight about sea turtle activity in 
the neighboring waters of the British Virgin Islands. 
 
Since no investigation has been conducted in the British Virgin Islands, the only information on 
turtles is from personal observations of local fishermen, divers and boaters. Or. Putney has made 
an attempt to compile some of these observations to construct a number of island resource maps 
which show possible turtle nesting areas for the British Virgin Islands (.refer to the appendix). 
Although the reliability of these observations must be questioned, they do, nevertheless, 
represent a place to begin the national report. 
 
When many of the more reliable observations made by local fisherman are used to fill in some of 
the gaps in this national report, it is important to point out an underlying theme about the status of 
sea turtles in the British Virgin Islands. This is the general belief that the British Virgin Islands sea 
turtle populations have declined significantly over the past couple of decades. The reason for this 
reduction In the number of sea turtles is due to the advent Impact of human development on 
many of the islands which began after WWII but which is assuming epidemic proportions in 
recent years 
 
Today sea turtle nesting in the British Virgin Islands is restricted to many uninhabited cays and 
sandspits which are not suitable for development and which are well away from the more highly 
developed beaches on the larger islands. Even these remote beaches are being impacted by 
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humans as many more boating enthusiasts are anchoring off these cays and spits. In addition to 
the problem caused by development, sea turtles are being taken by fishermen using seine nets 
and harpoons. In some cases this is legal but in many it is not, because they are taken "out-of-
season'. Also many turtle nests are being poached despite a well publicized law prohibiting this 
activity. During the July field trip, it was estimated that 50 percent of the turtle eggs deposited on 
British Virgin Islands beaches were illegally taken for humor consumption. Based on this 
information that is presented in more detail in other section of this report, it is only possible to 
conclude that a remnant population of sea turtles remain in the waters of the British Virgin 
Islands. 
 
 

METHODS 
 
To obtain the most accurate and comprehensive data on sea turtles and to prepare the national 
report for the British Virgin Islands, this investigator employed five different strategies. These 
include beach and pelagic aerial surveys, visits to many of the beaches for the purpose of 
"ground truthing" and to make more accurate nest species determinations, researching 
governmental records, conducting personnel interviews with local fishermen and conducting local 
market surveys. 
 
Aerial Surveys: A total of 6.8 hours was spent conducting aerial surveys. A Cessna 172 was used 
to conduct these surveys between the hours of 7:00 AM and 9:00 AM. During these surveys the 
entire coastline of the British Virgin Islands was flown over at least once. These surveys were 
conducted according to the method described in the Manual of Sea Turtle Research and 
Conservation Techniques (pp. 43-64). Before each flight, each island to be surveyed was divided 
into zones which were usually defined by a major geomorphological coastal feature (i.e. the 
mouth of an estuary or a large rock easily identified on a chart) or some kind of human 
architecture (i.e. an airstrip or marina). In most cases the surveys were made at an altitude of 100 
feet and at an airspeed of 80 KTS, and in all cases, flights were made so that the observer could 
see the coastline on his right. Pelagic surveys were conducted in the save manner but the 
elevation was increased to 400 feet and the air speed was increased to 120 KTS. Also the pilot 
was instructed to watch for turtles over open water. When a nest or turtle was identified, it was 
plotted on a chart end a record was made of the time of the sighting, the location, species and 
size of the turtle using a small hand held tape recorder.3

 

  Also, the zone which each nest or turtle 
was observed was recorded. 

Ground Truthinq: Visits were made to many of the beaches where turtle nests had been observed 
from the air. Most of the visits to the beaches were made by boat, however on the Island of 
Tortola. it was possible to travel to many of the beaches using a Honda dirt bike. When a beach 
was visited, its entire length was walked. In addition to recording nesting activity and other 
features of Interest (i.e., vegetation type), sand samples were collected for later analysis and 
comparison. 
 
Research of Local Records: Two days were spent researching government records for 
information on sea turtles (i.e., laws, local statutes, records of catches). Many productive hours 
were spent in the library of Road Town while other useful information was found at the 
departments of Agriculture and Fisheries. Mr. Robert Creque and Mr. Noel Vanterpnol deserve 
special recognition for assisting in collecting a great deal of data which appears in the contents of 
this text and in the appendices. 
 
Interviews with Fishermen: At least the local fishermen were interviewed to gain some additional 
useful information for this report. Interviews were conducted according to the questionnaire found 
in the Manual of Sea Turtle Research and Conservation Techniques (pp. 81-91). 
                                                 
3 It was possible to record all of this data in the plane because of the small number of turtles and nests 
which were observed on each of the survey flights. 
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Market Surveys: All the local gift shops and markets were visited to learn mare about the 
importance of sea turtle products to the British Virgin Island economy. Whenever it was possible, 
the owners of the shops and markets were questioned about types of products they sold, the 
source of the products, and the availability of the products at different times of the year. In 
addition to the above, some individuals were asked about their attitudes toward selling products 
made from turtles and haw U.S. embargo an turtle products has affected 
their sales. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The following recommendations would make a significant contribution to the survival of the sea 
turtles inhabiting the 800 square kilometer area defined as the British Virgin Islands. 
 
1. Actively enforce the low regulating sand mining and restrict the issuance of special permits on 
beaches where sea turtle nesting is known to occur.  
 
2. Actively enforce the sea turtle protection low which was passed on 21 May 1959 (refer to 
appendix). 
 
3. Set annual quotas for the number, species and site of turtles which each native fisherman is 
allowed to take by issuing special licenses. 
 
4. Use revenues from license fees to develop a management program which will be able to 
determine reasonable quotas and to ensure the continued existence of a viable sea turtle 
population in the territorial waters of the British Virgin Islands. 
 
5. Restrict the taking of sea turtles except for use for local consumption. 
 
6. Establish Sandy Cay and Sandy Spit as a National Park and restrict people from using these 
areas for recreation between the months of June and October. 4

 
 

7. Establish an artificial egg hatchery on Anegada and make daily beach patrols to relocate nests 
using the Sea Turtle Conservation Manual as a guideline for this operation. 
 
8. Develop a public education program for the British Virgin Islands involving the local newspaper 
(The Island Sun), schools, library and supporting fishing villages which will stress the need to 
protect the remaining populations of sea turtles which have become highly impacted by humans 
and their activities in recent years. 
 
9. Publish information showing that leatherback sea to-tie oil has no medical applications. 
 
10. Ban the sale of all hawksbill sea turtle jewelry in local shops and markets. 

                                                 
4 Sandy Cat and Sandy Spit are owned by the Rockefeller Family.  Mr. Robert Creque has instructed 
the W.A.T.S. assistant to act in his government’s behalf to determine if this land could be donated for a 
National Marine Park. 
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COUNTRY:  BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
 

TABLE 1. GEOGRAPHIC INVENTORY 
 
Length of Coastline*        300 Km 
Km2 of Continental Shelf Area     4,500 Km 
Seaward Extent of Jurisdictions  
     Territorial Sea        800 Km 
     Extended Economic Zone            ? Km 
     Fisheries Jurisdiction        200 Km 
     Other (Describe)  
  
* Coastline length is the measurement of the national seaward boundary of a country; i.e., the distance 
from border to border for a coastal country and the distance around an island country. 
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Table 1A: Summary of coastline and beach length of each island in B.V.I. 
 
ISLAND TOTAL LENGTH OF COASTLINE (KM)  TOTAL LENGTH OF BEACH (KM) 

   
Anegada 39.6 25.1 

Buck Island  2.5 0 
Cooper Island  7.9 2.5 

Cockroach Island  0.2 0 
Dead Chest Island  0.9 0 

Eustatia 1.6 0.6 
Great Camanoe 13.8 1.3 

Frenchman’s Cay  3.2 0.9 
Fallen Jerusalem  2.2 0 

George Dog Island  2.0 0.2 
Ginger Island  7.0 0.6 

Great Dog Island  3.3 0 
Great Tobago 3.9 0.3 

Great Thatch Island  7.2 0.5 
Guana Island  8.2 2 

Green Cay 0.75 0 
Jost Van Dyke Island  19.0  2.8 

Little Camanoe  1.8 0 
Little Tobago Island  1.8 0 
Little Thatch Island  2.1 0 

Little Jost Van Oyke  4.2 0 
Mosquito Island  3.4 0.4 

Necker Island  2.2 0 
Norman Island  14.2 0.7 

Pelican Cay  0.6 0 
Peter Island  19.2 2.6 

Prickly Pear Island  5.1 4.1 
Round Rock Island  0.3 0 

Sandy Spit and Cay  1.8 0.75 
Salt Island  4.8 0.7 

Scrub Island  5.8 0.2 
Seal dog Islands  1.0 0 

Tortola 69.6 13.1 
Virgin Gorda 51.6 9.7 

West Dog Island 0.5 0.0 
   

TOTAL 302.25 69.05 
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TABLE 2. COASTAL HABITAT INVENTORY OF MARINE SHORELINE 
 
 Km of Shoreline 

Marine Shoreline Characteristics* Undeveloped Developed** Total 
1.   Sand Beach (Total) 50.00 19.05 69.05 
      A. High Energy 20.00 6.00 26.00 
      B. Low Energy 10.00 13.00 23.00 
2.   Reef (exposed) 25.00 20.00 45.00 
3.   Rocks 70.00 20.00 90.00 
4.   Cliffs 58.00 20.00 78.00 
5.   Vegetation (Total)    
      A. Vines    
      B. Grasses 20.00 10.00 30.00 
      C. Mangroves 20.00  20.00 
      D. Coconut Trees 4.15 10.00 14.15 
      E. Other Trees or Shrubs    
      F. Marshes    
6.   Mouths of Lagoons, Rivers, Canals 2.00 10.00 12.00 
7.   Total Shoreline ***249.15 ***109.05 ***358.20 
    
*   Refer to SEA TURTLE MANUAL (Aerial Survey) 
**  Human development or use (See MANUAL) 
*** Editor’s note (2009): Totals corrected from original to reflect accuracy in summed values; original 
values in document are 219.15 for the Total Undeveloped, 128.05 for the Total Developed, and 297.20 
for the Grand Total (Undeveloped + Developed).  

 
 
TABLE 2A. MARINE HABITAT INVENTORY OF BOTTOM TYPES. (Supplementary page) 
 

Habitat Bottom Types Km2 of Habitat 
 Inside 25m (shoreward) Outside 25m (shoreward) 
1.  Sand 3 90.0 
2.  Mud 0.2 5.0 
3.  Rocks 0.75 3.0 
4.  Submerged Vegetation 0.6 90.0 
5.  Reefs (Total) 0.2 188.0 
     A. Fringing Reefs  17.0 
     B. Patch Reefs 0.2 70.0 
6. Other: Coral & Rocks,     

vegetation mixed 
 101.0 
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TABLE 3.1. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Anegada Island (39.6 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded Nesting 

1.  Pomato Point to W. End 3.2 Cm, E, June, July, August, 
September, October 

2.  West End to Cow Wreck  3.4 Cm, E, June, July, August, 
September, October 

3.  Cow Wreck to Windlass 
Low Point 

3.5 Cm, E, June, July, August, 
September, October 

4.  Windlass Low Point to 
Soldier Pt.  

3.0 Cm, E, June, July, August, 
September, October 

5.  Soldier Pt. to Lobolly Pt.   3.4 Cm, E, June, July, August, 
September, October 

6.  Lobolly Pt. to East Pt. 6.9 Cm, E, June, July, August, 
September, October 

7.  Saltheap Point to 
Pomato Point 

3.7 Cm, E, June, July, August, 
September, October 

  
* Species Abbreviation: 

Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.1. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Anegada Island 
Name of beach Pomoto Point to West End Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate  
Sand characteristics White, well sorted. Fine to medium 
Human development characteristics None to light 
Nesting density Major (more than 5) 
General comments Ideal nesting beach. Well vegetated about 50’ from mean high 

water line. Putney’s Island Resources Map using secondary 
source data records nests on this beach; however, no mention is 
made of species.  

 
 
TABLE 3A.2. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Anegada Island 
Name of beach West End to Cow Wreck Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate  
Sand characteristics White, well sorted. Fine to medium 
Human development characteristics None  
Nesting density Major (more than 5) 
General comments Ideal nesting beach. Extensive shallow water reef system lies 

beyond beach.  
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TABLE 3A.3. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Anegada Island 
Name of beach Cow Wreck Beach to Low Windlass Point Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Fine sediment; white 
Human development characteristics None  
Nesting density Major (more than 5) 
General comments Narrow beach, well vegetated beyond sand. Extensive 

shallow water reef system. Putney’s Island Resources 
Map reports nesting on this beach; however species are 
not mentioned.  

 
 
TABLE 3A.4. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Anegada Island 
Name of beach Windlass Low Point to Soldier Point  
Type of energy beach  
Sand characteristics Fine, poorly sorted, white sand.  
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Major (more than 5)  
General comments Although no nests surveyed on this beach section, many 

fishermen report that this is a major nesting area for both 
E (Eretmochelys imbricata) and Cm (Chelonia mydas). 

 
 
TABLE 3A.5. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Anegada Island 
Name of beach Soldier Point to Lobolly Point Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics White, fine grained sand 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
General comments Many human footprints observed on this beach. Well 

vegetated. Island Resources Map prepared by Putney 
reports nests on this beach-species not mentioned.   

 
 
TABLE 3A.6. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Anegada Island 
Name of beach Lobolly Point to East Point Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics White, fine grain 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Major (more than 5) to regular (1-5) 
General comments Fishermen report turtle nests are common on this stretch 

of beach. Well vegetated. Extensive reef system beyond  
Beach. Island Resources Map prepared by Putney 
records nesting on this beach; however species of turtles 
are not mentioned.      
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TABLE 3A.7. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Anegada Island 
Name of beach Saltheap Point Beach to Pomato Point Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics White, fine grained 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Mangroves and very shallow water prevent nesting 

except for perhaps an occasional E (Eretmochelys 
imbricata)  

 
 
TABLE 3A.8. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Beef Island 
Name of beach Well Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Fine grain sediment, white to light tan 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Major (more than 5) 
General comments Although there is no development, this is a popular beach 

for bathing. Fishermen say this has reduced nesting 
greatly. However, a number of hawksbills still nest on this 
beach. Beach has a fringing reef with a shallow channel 
inside.  

 
 
TABLE 3A.9. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Beef Island 
Name of beach Long Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Fine sorted white sandy beach with low beach profile. 

Highly vegetated in background with sea grapes. A 
number of large rocks on beach.  

Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
General comments Beach was once heavily used for besting by hawksbills. A 

few greens have also been reported to nest on this 
beach. Putney reports nesting on this beach on Island 
Resources  Map.  

 
 
TABLE 3A.10. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Beef Island 
Name of beach Little Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Fine grain sediment 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
General comments Once popular for nesting but no longer due to pedestrian 

traffic 
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TABLE 3.3. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Buck Island (2.5 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
No known nesting beaches 
on this island. 

 
 

 

  
 
 
TABLE 3.4. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Cockroach Island (0.2 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
No known nesting beaches 
on this island. 

 
 

 

  
 
TABLE 3.5. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Cooper Island (7.9 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  Manchioneel Beech 0.7 Cm, E  June, July, August, 

September, October 
2.  Carvel Bay Beach 0.3 Cm, E  June, July, August, 

September, October 
3.  Markoe bay Beach 0.6 Cm, E  June, July, August, 

September, October 
4.  Hallovers Beach 0.9 Cm, E  June, July, August, 

September, October 

TABLE 3.2. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Beef Island (12.8 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  Well Bay Beach 0.2 Cm (?), E June, July, August, 

September, October 
2.  Long Bay Beach 0.4 Cm, E June, July, August, 

September, October 
3.  Little Bay Beach 0.3 Cm, E June, July, August, 

September, October 
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 
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* Species Abbreviation: 

Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.11. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Cooper Island 
Name of beach Haulover (Halloevers) Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics White, fine grains 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Nesting status is unknown for this beach.; however, 

Putney reports nesting on this beach on Island 
Resources Map   

 
 
TABLE 3A.12. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Cooper Island 
Name of beach Machioneel Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics White with some gravel 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments  Interview with fishermen indicates that this beach might 

be used for turtle nesting 
 
 
TABLE 3A.13. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Cooper Island 
Name of beach Carvel Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Sand, well sorted. White and tan in color 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments  

 
TABLE 3A.14. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Cooper Island 
Name of beach Markoe Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Sand, well sorted, white to tan color 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Although no nests were surveyed on this beach, this 

beach is suitable for nesting 
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TABLE 3.6. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Dead Chest Island (0.9 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded Nesting 

No known nesting beaches 
on this island. 

 
 

 

    
 
TABLE 3.7. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Eustatia Island (1.6 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded Nesting 

1.  North East Beach 0.6 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.15. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Eustatia Island 
Name of beach North East Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics  
Nesting density Unknown 
General comments This is a possible nesting beach, although the nesting status 

could not be determined 
 
 
TABLE 3.8. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Frenchman’s Cay (3.2 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded Nesting 

1.  Sopers Hole Beach 0.4 Unknown  
2.  South Beach 0.5 Unknown  
    
    

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
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Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 
 
TABLE 3A.16. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Frenchman’s Cay 
Name of beach Sopers Hole Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Tan, poorly sorted, fine sediment 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments No data available for this beach. However, survey indicates that 

beach is not well suited for nesting 
 
 
TABLE 3A.17. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Frenchman’s Cay 
Name of beach South Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics No data 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental ? 
General comments No information on turtle nesting for this beach 

 
 
TABLE 3.9. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Fallen Jerusalem Island (2.2 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded Nesting 

No known nesting beaches 
on this island. 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 
TABLE 3.10. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: George Dog Island (2 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded Nesting 

Crabbe Hill Beach 0.2 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 
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TABLE 3A.19. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Ginger Island  
Name of beach South Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics  
Nesting density  
General comments Nesting status is unknown for this beach 

 
 
TABLE 3A.20. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Ginger Island 
Name of beach Wedgeo Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics  
Nesting density  
General comments Nesting status is unknown for this beach 

 
 
 
 
 

TABLE 3A.18. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island George Dog Island 
Name of beach Crabbe Hill Beach 
Type of energy beach  
Sand characteristics Unknown-this beach was not surveyed 
Human development characteristics  
Nesting density Unknown 
General comments Since this beach was not surveyed and no fishermen which were 

interviewed had information on this beach, the nesting status is 
unknown 

TABLE 3.11. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Ginger Island (7.0 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded Nesting 

1.  South Bay Beach 0.4 Unknown  
2.  Wedgeo Bay Beach 0.2 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 
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TABLE 3A.21. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Great Camanoe Island 
Name of beach Calm Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach  
Sand characteristics White to tan, well sorted with medium to fine grains 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments More than one fishermen report nesting on this beach 

 
 
 
TABLE 3A.22. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Great Camanoe Island 
Name of beach Low Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics White to tan (sediment composition is unknown)  
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density  
General comments Unknown whether nesting occurs on this beach 

 
 
 
TABLE 3A.23. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Great Camanoe Island 
Name of beach North Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics White to light tan; sediment characteristics unknown 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density  
General comments Nesting status for this beach is unknown; however Putney 

reports nesting on this beach on Island Resources Map 

TABLE 3.12. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Great Camanoe Island (13.8 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded Nesting 

1.  Cam Bay Beach 0.4 Cm, E June, July, August,  
September, October 

2.  Low Bay Beach 0.2 Unknown  
3.  Lee Bay Beach 0.3 Unknown  
4.  North Bay Beach 0.4 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 
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TABLE 3.13. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Great Dog Island (3.3 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded Nesting 

1.  North Bay Beach 0.4 Unknown  
2.  South Bay Beach 0.5 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.24. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Great Dog Island 
Name of beach North Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Regular (1-5)-incidental? 
General comments No data obtained in 1981 survey but Putney reports nesting on 

this beach 
 
 
TABLE 3A.25. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Great Dog Island 
Name of beach South Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5)-incidental? 
General comments No data obtained in 1981 survey but Putney reports nesting on 

this beach 
 
 
TABLE 3.14. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Great Tobago Island (3.9 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  Camp Bay Beach 0.1 Cm ?, E  June, July, August,  

September, October 
2.  North West Beach 0.2 No nesting  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
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TABLE 3A.26. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Great Tobago Island 
Name of beach Camp Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Moderate to coarse grain sediment, mainly sand (white to tan) 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
General comments Hawksbill turtles are known to nest on this beach. Unknown if 

greens nest. Very isolated. Fishermen report nesting here to be 
more common in the past 

 
 
TABLE 3A.27. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Great Tobago Island  
Name of beach North West Beach 
Type of energy beach High  
Sand characteristics Most gravel 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density  
General comments It is unlikely that this beach is suitable for turtle nesting  

 
 
TABLE 3.15. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Great Thatch Island (7.2 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
The Hallow Beach 0.5 Cm ?, E  June, July, August,  

September, October 
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3.16. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Green Cay (0.75 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
No suitable nesting 
beaches 
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TABLE 3.17. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Guana Island (8.2 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  White Bay Beach 0.6         Cm, D ?, E  
2.  Muskmelon Bay Beach 0.5 Unknown  
3.  North Bay Beach 0.9 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.28. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Guana Island 
Name of beach White Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Medium to coarse; white 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Due to some development, this beach is likely a poor nesting 

beach 
 
 
TABLE 3A.29. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Guana Island 
Name of beach Muskmelon Bay  
Type of energy beach Moderate  
Sand characteristics Medium to coarse grain and poorly sorted 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Although no nests were surveyed on this beach, fishermen 

have observed some nesting taking place 
 
 
TABLE 3A.30. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Guana  Island 
Name of beach North Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Medium grains that are poorly sorted 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Does not appear to be an important beach for nesting. No 

nests surveyed on this island  
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TABLE 3.18. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Jost Van Dyke Island (19 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  Saddle Bay Beach 0.2 None  
2.  White Bay Beach 0.6 Cm, E  June, July, August,  

September, October 
3.  Upper Dog Hole Beach 0.4 Cm, E  June, July, August,  

September, October 
4.  Great Harbour Beach 0.3 Cm, E  June, July, August,  

September, October 
5.  Garner Bay Beach   0.2 Cm, E  June, July, August,  

September, October 
6.  East End Beach 0.2 Cm, E  June, July, August,  

September, October 
7.  Long Bay Beach 0.6 Cm, E  June, July, August,  

September, October 
8.  North Side Bay Beach 0.3 None  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.31. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Jost Van Dyke Island 
Name of beach Great Harbour Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics White, fine sediment 
Human development characteristics Moderate 
Nesting density  
General comments Human development serious impacts turtles attempting to nest 

on this island. Putney reports nesting on this beach in Island 
Resources Map 

 
 
TABLE 3A.32. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Jost Van Dyke Island 
Name of beach Garner Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics White to light tan; fine to medium grains 
Human development characteristics Light  
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Data for this beach is not available. Could be suitable for 

nesting and could perhaps be classified as a regular nesting 
beach instead of an incidental nesting beach  
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TABLE 3A.33. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Jost Van Dyke Island 
Name of beach East End Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics No data (White to light tan color)y 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Unknown if turtle nesting takes place on this beach 
General comments  

 
 
TABLE 3A.34. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Jost Van Dyke Island 
Name of beach Long Bay beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics No data 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments No data for this beach, although could provide suitable nesting 

habitat 
 
 
TABLE 3A.35. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Jost Van Dyke Island 
Name of beach North Side Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics No data 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density  
General comments Unknown if turtles nest on this beach 

 
 
TABLE 3A.36. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Jost Van Dyke Island 
Name of beach Saddle Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics No data available 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments No data for this beach 

 
 
TABLE 3A.37. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Jost Van Dyke Island 
Name of beach White Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics White to light tan; fine to medium grain  
Human development characteristics Light  
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Good nesting beach, bur human traffic probably limits nesting 

on this beach. Putney reports nesting on this beach in Island 
Resources Map (refer to the appendix) 
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TABLE 3A.38. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Jost Van Dyke Island 
Name of beach Upper dog Hole Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics No data available 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density  
General comments Unknown if turtles  select this beach for nesting 

 
 
TABLE 3.19. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Little Camanoe Island (1.8 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
No suitable nesting 
beaches 

 
 

 

  
* Species Abbreviation: 

Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3.20. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Little Jost Van Dyke Island (4.2 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
No nesting beaches    
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3.21. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Little Tabago Island (1.8 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
No suitable nesting 
beaches 
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TABLE 3.22. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Little Thatch Island (2.1 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
No suitable nesting 
beaches 

 
 

 

  
* Species Abbreviation: 

Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3.23. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Mosquito Island (3.4 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
  1.  North Beach 0.4 Cm, E June, July, August,  

September, October 
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.40. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Mosquito Island 
Name of beach North Beach (refer to map) 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics No data (color: white to light tan) 
Human development 
characteristics 

None 

Nesting density Incidental 
General comments No data, but one fisherman reported seeing a turtle nest on this 

beach 
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TABLE 3.24. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Necker Island (2.2 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded Nesting 

Devil Bill Bay Beach 0.4 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.41. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Necker Island 
Name of beach Devil Bill Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Light tan to white , poorly sorted with some gravel 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Although no nesting was observed on this island during 

summer survey, fishermen report there may be turtles nesting 
on this beach. Putney also reports nesting on this beach in 
Island Resources Map (refer to appendix) 

 
 
TABLE 3.25. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Norman Island (14.2 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
Buff Bay Beach 0.7 Cm, E June, July, August, 

September, October 
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.42. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Norman Island 
Name of beach Buff Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Poorly sorted, mixed grains 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
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General comments Although no nest was surveyed on this beach, fishermen report 
nesting on this beach. Putney reports nesting on this beach 
(refer to appendix) 

 
 
TABLE 3.26. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Pelican Cay (0.6 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
No suitable nesting 
beaches 

 
 

 

  
* Species Abbreviation: 

Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3.27. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Peter Island (19.2 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  Little Reef Bay beach 0.3 Unknown  
2.  Deadman Bay Beach 0.8 Cm, E  June, July, August, 

September, October 
3.  Sprat Bay Beach 0.6 Unknown  
4.  Stoney Bay Beach 0.9 Unknown  
5.  Sand Pierrer Bay Beach   0.6 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.43. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Peter Island 
Name of beach Deadman Bay Beach  
Type of energy beach  
Sand characteristics White to tan sands; coarse to fine grains 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Fishermen and divers report nesting on this beach 
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TABLE 3A.44. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Peter Island 
Name of beach Sand Pierre Bay Beach  
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments No data obtained on this beach during 1981 survey but Putney 

reports nesting on this beach (refer to appendix) 
 
 
TABLE 3.28. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Prickly Pear Island (5.12 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  Opuntis Point Beach 1.6 Cm, E  
2.  Asbestos Point Beach 1.8 Unknown  
3.  Sandy Point Beach 1.4 Unknown  
4.  Vixen Point Beach 0.9 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.45. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Prickly Pear Island 
Name of beach Opuntis Point to Asbestos Point Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments No nests observed on this beach, but fishermen report nesting 

sometimes occurs-species nesting are not known. Putney also 
reports nesting on Island Resources Map (refer to appendix) 

 
 
TABLE 3A.46. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Prickly Pear Island 
Name of beach Bandy point Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Fishermen report nesting on this beach 
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TABLE 3A.47. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Prickly Pear Island 
Name of beach Voxen Point Beach  
Type of energy beach High 
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics None to light 
Nesting density  
General comments No information on this beach 

 
 
TABLE 3.29. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Round Rock Island (0.3 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3.30. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Sandy Spit Island (0.1 Km) & Sandy Cay (0.8 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  Sandy Spit Beach** 0.85 Cm, E        June, July, August, 

September, October. 
2.  Sandy Cay Beach*** 0.70 Cm, E        June, July, August, 

September, October. 
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 
  
**   Located on Sandy Spit Island. 
***  Located on Sandy Cay. 
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TABLE 3A.48. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Sandy Spit Island 
Name of beach Sandy spit Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Fine to moderate grains, white sandy beach, with small 

carbonate component  
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Major (more than 5) 
General comments Although there is no development, human activity is heavy 

because this is a favorite anchorage for boats. This island 
represents one of major nesting areas in British virgin Islands 

 
 
TABLE 3A.49. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Sandy Cay 
Name of beach Sandy Cay Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Fine to medium grains; white sandy beach   
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Major (more than 5) 
General comments Island represents one of major nesting beaches for E 

(Eretmochelys imbricata) and Cm (Chelonia mydas). Problem 
because this small island is highly impacted by frequent visitors 
coming by sail and motor boat  

 
 
TABLE 3.31. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Salt Island (4.8 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  South Bay Beach 0.2 Unknown  
2.  Salt Island Bay Beach 0.3 Unknown  
3.  Salt Island Bay Beach   0.2 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3.32. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Scrub Island (5.8 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  Southeast Beach 0.2 Unknown ? 
2.  North Bay Beach 0.3 Unknown  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 



 

BVI National Report, WATS I Vol 3, pages 70-117 

Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.50. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Scrub Island 
Name of beach Southeast Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Although no nests were surveyed, beach could provide suitable 

nesting habitat 
 
 
TABLE 3A.51. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Scrub Island 
Name of beach North Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate  
Sand characteristics Unknown 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments No data collected on this beach, but Putney reports nesting on 

this beach (refer to appendix) 
 
 
TABLE 3.33. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Seal Dog Islands (1.0 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
No suitable nesting 
beaches 

 
 

 

  
 
TABLE 3.34. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Tortola Island (69.6 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.   Sandy Point Beach 0.2 ?  
2.   Sea Cow Bay Beach 0.6 ?  
3.   Brandywine Beach   0.6 Cm ?, E  June, July, August, 

September, October 
4.   Halfmoon Bay Beach 0.8  ? June, July, August, 

September, October 
5.   Hodges Bay Beach   0.8 Cm, E  June, July, August, 

September, October 
6.   Little Bay Beach 0.5 Cm, D, E June, July, August, 
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September, October 
7.   Long Bay Beach 1.4 Cm, D, E June, July, August, 

September, October 
8.   Josia's Bay Beach 0.9 Cm, D, E June, July, August, 

September, October 
9.   Cooten Bay Beach 0.6 Cm, D, E June, July, August, 

September, October 
10. Trunk Bay Beach 0.8 Cm, D, E June, July, August, 

September, October 
11. Cooper Bay Beach 0.7 Cm, D, E June, July, August, 

September, October 
12. Lomer Bay Beach 1.2 Cm, D, E June, July, August, 

September, October 
13. Cane Garden Bay 
Beach 

1.8 ?  

14. Long Bay Beach, West 2.2 ?  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.52. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Long Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach High 
Sand characteristics Moderate to heavily coarse grains, with high quartz component 

represented 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
General comments Leatherbacks as well as greens and hawksbill are known to 

nest on this beach. Putney reports nesting on this beach (refer 
to annex) 

 
 
TABLE 3A.53. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Josiah's Bay Beach (Josia’s Bay Beach) 
Type of energy beach High 
Sand characteristics White with fine to coarse grains. Sand mining on this beach 

causing major erosion problem  
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
General comments Once considered to be one of major leatherback nesting 

beaches in the Caribbean, but poaching animals mainly for oil 
has reduced the number of turtles on this beach significantly. 
Greens and hawksbills known to also use this beach for 
nesting. Putney reports nesting on this beach (refer to map in 
appendix) 
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TABLE 3A.54. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Cooten Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach High 
Sand characteristics Moderate to coarse grains with steep beach profile. Sand 

mining present-a major problem 
Human development characteristics  
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
General comments Once a popular leatherback nesting beach, but no longer the 

case due to poaching 
 
 
TABLE 3A.55. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Sandy Point Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Fine grain sand (white to tan)with some shell 
Human development characteristics Moderate 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Development and heavy pedestrian traffic severely impacts this 

beach for turtle nesting  
 
 
TABLE 3A.56. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Sea Cow Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Light to moderate grains, well rounded 
Human development characteristics Moderate 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Incidental nesting at most. Highly impacted beach due to 

development 
 
 
TABLE 3A.57. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Brandywine Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Fine grain beach, tan color, some shell and coral fragments 

represented  
Human development characteristics Moderate 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Fishermen comment that a turtle nest is occasionally observed, 

but very rare. Beach fringed with coral reef. Putney reports 
nesting on this beach (refer to appendix) 

 
 
TABLE 3A.58. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Hodges Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Poorly sorted, fine grain beach with high carbonate component 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
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General comments Beach used to be a major nesting beach, but heavy pedestrian 
traffic has reduced turtle nesting significantly, according to 
fishermen’s reports  

 
 
TABLE 3A.59. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Halfmoon Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Low 
Sand characteristics Light to fine, poorly sorted segments 
Human development characteristics Moderate 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Although there are some reports that turtles used this beach for 

nesting, it is uncertain to what extent, if any 
 
 
TABLE 3A.60. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Little Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach High 
Sand characteristics Medium to coarse grains, high quartz component; white beach 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
General comments This beach used to be heavily frequented by leatherbacks, but 

it is uncertain at present how important this beach is for 
leatherback nesting. Greens and hawksbills also nest  

 
 
TABLE 3A.61. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Trunk Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach High 
Sand characteristics Medium to coarse grains; white to tan; high quartz component  
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
General comments Once a major nesting beach for leatherbacks. However, 

poaching and other types of human impacts have reduced 
nesting on this beach significantly 

 
 
TABLE 3A.62. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Cooper Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach High 
Sand characteristics  Medium to coarse grains; well sorted; white 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) 
General comments Fishermen report nesting on this beach used to be very 

common 
 
TABLE 3A.63. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Lomer Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach High 
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Sand characteristics Medium to coarse grains 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density Regular (1-5) - incidental ? 
General comments Hawksbills, greens and leatherbacks have been reported to 

nest on this beach 
 
 
TABLE 3A.64. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Cane Garden Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Medium to fine grain sediment with some gravel 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments It is unknown to what extent nesting takes place on this beach. 

Putney reports nesting on this beach (refer to appendix) 
 
 
TABLE 3A.65. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Tortola Island 
Name of beach Long Bay Beach, West Tortola 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Light to medium grain sediments; tan in color  
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments It is unknown to what extent nesting takes place on this beach 

 
 
TABLE 3.35. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Virgin Gorda Island (51.6 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
1.  S.E. Beach 1.2 Cm, E  June, July, August, 

September, October 
2.  St. Thomas Bay Beach 1.3 Cm, E  June, July, August, 

September, October 
3.  Savana Bay to Tetor 
Bay Beach 

1.1 No Nesting  

4.  Turk Bay to Tetor Bay 
Beach 

1.0 Cm, D ?, E June, July, August, 
September, October 

5.  Gorda Bay beach   0.4 Cm, E  June, July, August, 
September, October 

6.  Biras Hill Beach 0.3 No Nesting  
7.  Berchers Bay beach 0.9 No Nesting  
8.  Handsome Bay beach 1.8 No Nesting  
9.  Copper Mine Bay to 
Taddy Bay Beach  

1.4 No Nesting  

10. Crook Bay Beach 11.0 No Nesting  
  

* Species Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
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Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 3A.66. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Virgin Gorda Island 
Name of beach Trunk Bay to Tetor Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate to low 
Sand characteristics White to tan; coarse to fine grains 
Human development characteristics Light   
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Nesting status is unknown for this beach, although some 

fishermen report that leatherbacks sometimes will nest on 
this beach. This could not be confirmed 

 
 
TABLE 3A.67. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Virgin Gorda Island  
Name of beach Gorda Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics No data 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Unlikely that this beach is used for nesting 

 
 
TABLE 3A.68. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Virgin Gorda Island 
Name of beach Biras Hill Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics No data 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Unlikely that this beach is used for nesting 

 
 
TABLE 3A.69. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Virgin Gorda Island 
Name of beach Berchers Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Gravel and shingles 
Human development characteristics None 
Nesting density  
General comments No nesting takes place on this beach 

 
 
TABLE 3A.70. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Virgin Gorda Island 
Name of beach Handsome Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach High 
Sand characteristics Gravel and shingles 
Human development characteristics None 
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Nesting density  
General comments No nesting takes place on this beach 

 
 
TABLE 3A.71. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Virgin Gorda Island 
Name of beach Copper Mine Bay to Taddy Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics Gravel 
Human development characteristics Moderate 
Nesting density  
General comments Air strip adjacent to this beach. Likely that there is no 

nesting on this beach 
 
 
TABLE 3A.72. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Virgin Gorda Island 
Name of beach South East (S.E.) Beach  
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics White; other characteristics are unknown 
Human development characteristics Light  
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Status in regards to nesting is unknown. However, 

residents say turtles are rarely, if ever, seen on this 
beach 

 
 
TABLE 3A.73. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Virgin Gorda Island 
Name of beach St. Thomas Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics White; coarse to fine grains 
Human development characteristics Moderate 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Ideal nesting beach, but extensive development probably 

severely restricts nesting 
 
 
TABLE 3A.74. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Virgin Gorda Island 
Name of beach Savana Bay to Tetor Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach Moderate 
Sand characteristics White; coarse to fine grains 
Human development characteristics Light 
Nesting density Incidental 
General comments Nesting status for this beach is unknown, but it is thought 

to be minimal at best 
 
TABLE 3A.75. Supplement to Table 3  
Name of island Virgin Gorda Island 
Name of beach Crock Bay Beach 
Type of energy beach High 
Sand characteristics Gravel and sand 
Human development characteristics None 
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Nesting density  
General comments No nesting takes place on this beach. Putney reports 

nesting on this beach (refer to appendix) 
 
 
TABLE 3.36. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: West Dog Island (0.5 Km) 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations)* 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
No suitable nesting 
beaches 

 
 

 

  
 
 
TABLE 5. AERIAL BEACH SURVEY SUMMARY 
Give any additional information available from aerial surveys. Information should include ground truth 
observation if conducted. 

 
Date Beaches Surveyed Numbers of Nesting Tracks 

Cc Cm D E Lk Lo NO ID 

 
Anegada Island, Pomato Point to 
W. End Beach 

 1  4   5 

 
Anegada Island, West End to 
Crow Wreck Beach  

   3   3 

 
Anegada Island, Lobolly Point to 
East Point Beach 

 1  3   4 

 Beef Island, Long Bay Beach  3  1   4 
 Beef Island, Little Bay Beach    3   3 
 Jost Van Dyke Island, Whale Bay 

Beach 
 3     3 

 Little Camanoe Island   3  1 ?   3 
 Necker Island, West End Beach  2  1 ?   2 
 Sandy Cay, N.W. Beach  1  4   5 
 Sandy Spit, West Beach  2  1   3 
 Scrub Island    1   1 
 Tortola, Little Bay Beach  1     1 

 
Virgin Gorda Island, St. Thomas 
Bay Beach 

 2  1 ?   2 

  
Species: Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 
TABLE 6. ESTIMATED POPULATION SIZE OF NESTING FEMALES 
Summarize the estimated number of nesting females for the years indicated and describe methods of 
estimation on the next page. 
 

Species Year  



 

BVI National Report, WATS I Vol 3, pages 70-117 

 
1982 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977 Average Year 

Estimates* 
Caretta caretta  ?      
Chelonia mydas  75 ± 25      
Dermochelys coriacea  2      
Eretmochelys imbricata  50 ± 25      
Lepidochelys kempi     0      
Lepidochelys olivacea    0      
 
*   Mean estimate for recent years 1979-1982. 

 
 
TABLE 6A. ESTIMATED POPULATION OF NESTING FEMALES. (Supplementary page) 

Please give brief details on methods of estimation for Table 6.   
 

 Estimates for populations of nesting females were made from a combination of data 
obtained from personnel interviews with local fishermen and divers and from observations made 
during July's aerial surveys. 
 
 The question mark for the estimated population of loggerhead sea turtles is based on the 
possible misidentification of members of this species. A few fishermen believe they have 
observed adult loggerhead females during nesting season while most other fishermen say they 
have not observed this species. One local fisherman from Anegada who had been fishing B.V.I. 
waters for more than 40 years recalls observing loggerhead sea turtles on only two occasions. 
Both appeared to be adults of undetermined sex. 
 

The population estimate for leatherback (Trunk) sea turtles is based only on interviews as 
no crawls representing this species could be identified on the beaches during the aerial and 
beach surveys conducted during the July 1981 survey.   
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TABLE 7. FORAGING AREAS INVENTORY 
 

Name of Area 
(or give coordinates) 

Approx. Area 
(Km2) 

Species Foraging 
(use abbreviations & 

approx. numbers) 

Nature of Evidence 
(observation, fishery, incidental 

catch) 
1. Tortola Island, 
East End 

8 Cm, E Observation and fishery 

2. Virgin Gorda 
Island, N.E. End 

12 Cm, E Observation 

3. Anegada Island, 
East Coast 

80 Cm, Cc ?, E  Observation, incidental catch 

4. Anegada Island, 
West Coast   

60 Cm, E Observation 

  
* Species: Abbreviation: 

Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 

 
TABLE  7A.  OBSERVATIONS OF TURTLES IN FORAGING AREAS. (Supplementary page) 

 
Date Species Size 

Category 
Habitat Water 

Depth (M) 
Distance 

From Shore 
(M) 

Location 

27/07/1981 Cm Juvenile Shallow 
Reef 

12 150 Tortola Island: Fat 
Hog's Bay 

29/07/1981 Cm Adult Deep 
Reef 

50 100 Norman's Island: 
Treasure Point 

29/07/1981 Cm Sub-adult Deep 
Reef 

50 125 Norman's Island: 
Treasure Point 

29/07/1981 ? Juvenile Shallow 
Reef 

6 300 Anegada Island: Pearl 
Point 

29/07/1981 Cm Juvenile Shallow 
Reef 

8 400 Virgin Gorda Island: 
Savanna Bay 

29/07/1981 ? Juvenile Deep 
Reef 

? 1,000 Cooper Island: Marer 
Bay 

30/07/1981 ? Sub-adult Shallow 
Reef 

10 250 Anegada Island: 
Settlement 

30/071981 Cm Sub-adult Shallow 
Reef 

20 100 Virgin Gorda Island: 
S.E. End 

30/07/1981 Cm Sub-
adult, 

Adult ? 

Shallow 
Reef 

20 100 Virgin Gorda Island: 
S.E. End 
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TABLE 8. TURTLE SPECIES PRESENT ON FORAGING AREAS 
Please complete one of these tables for each of the areas identified in Table 7. Number each table as 
enumerated in Table 7 (7-1, 7-2, etc.). 
 

Species Month Months of 
Greatest Activity 

 J F M A M J J A S O N D  
Caretta caretta             ? 
Chelonia mydas X X X X X X X X X X X X July-August 
Dermochelys coriacea ? ? ? X X X X ? ? ? ? ? May-June-July 
Eretmochelys imbricata X X X X X X X X X X X X July-August 
Lepidochelys kempi              
Lepidochelys olivacea              

 
 
TABLE 10. NATURAL MORTALITY 
 

Life Stage Unit Species (abbrev.)* Causes** Extent of Mortality (% of 
Unit) 

Nests/eggs Cm, D, E Human poaching, feral pigs, 
crabs, vegetation roots 

50 

Hatchlings Cm, D, E Avian and marine predators ? 
Juveniles Cm, E Human poaching and marine 

predators 
20 

Adults (in water) Cm, E Human poaching and 
incidental capture while 

fishing 

? 

Nesting females Cm, D, E Human poaching 20 
  

* Species: Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 
  
**  Natural mortality causes may include: Beach erosion of nests; egg and/or nestling predation by 
crabs, wild animals, seabirds, etc.; disease; sharks and other predators at sea, etc. 

 
 
TABLE 10A.  NATURAL MORTALITY (Supplementary page for additional biological data) 

 
Please report below, and on additional pages, if necessary, additional data obtained or 

available such as measurements (length, width, weight) of adult females, adult males, hatchlings, 
numbers of  eggs per nest, hours of nesting, hours and conditions of hatchlings, etc.  

 
There is no data available on the subject of natural mortality. During the July field survey 

no information of this subject could be obtained except for an isolated observation of a dead 
green sea turtle observed on the beach just east of the airstrip on Virgin Gorda (Island). Since 
this animal was observed during an aerial survey, the cause of this animal's demise could not be 
determined.      
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TABLE 11. LANDING SITES FOR TURTLES AND TURTLE PRODUCTS  
 

Name of Port or Site Species 
Landed 

(use 
abbrev) 

Fishing Gear Used Months of 
Landings 

Numbers & 
Weights 

(estimate) 

1. Anegada Island: The 
Settlement 

Cm, E Seine nets & 
occasional harpooning 

September
- June 

? 

2. Tortola Island: Fish Bay Cm, E Seine nets & 
occasional harpooning 

September
-June 

? 

3. Tortola Island: East End Cm, E Seine nets & 
occasional harpooning 

September
-June 

Mainly juveniles 
and sub-adults (5-

25 Kg) 
  

Species: Abbreviation: 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 12. TOTAL ANNUAL TURTLE LANDINGS IN NUMBERS 
Do not include turtles caught incidental to other fishing operations (e.g., shrimp trawling) 
 

Species 1982 1981 1980 Method of Determination 
     
Caretta caretta     
Chelonia mydas  600  Testimony from local fishermen 
Dermochelys coriacea     
Eretmochelys imbricata  300  Testimony from local fishermen 
Lepidochelys kempi     
Lepidochelys olivacea     
     
TOTAL     

 
 
TABLE 13. ESTIMATED INCIDENTAL TURTLE CATCH (Give estimated numbers and/or weights) 
 

  Species Year Type of Fishing Activity & Method of Estimation 
 1982 1981 1980  
Caretta caretta     
Chelonia mydas  100  Testimony from local fishermen 
Dermochelys coriacea  2  Testimony from local fishermen 
Eretmochelys imbricata  100  Testimony from local fishermen 
Lepidochelys kempi     
Lepidochelys olivacea     
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TABLE  13A.  ESTIMATED TURTLE CATCH BY FOREIGN FISHERMEN (Suppl. page) 
 

Please describe the type of foreign fishing in your waters and provide estimates for: 
1. Number of foreign vessels catching turtles 
2. Number of foreign fishermen catching turtles 
3. Year of estimate. 

 
Although foreign fishing vessels are restricted to fish within B.V.I. territorial waters, there 

are numerous reports from local fishermen that many foreign fishermen violate this restriction. In 
April 1980 Mr. Klauss, a local pilot, observed a Japanese fishing boat trawling about 30 Km off 
the west coast of Tortola (Island). Due to the nature of fishing violations by foreign vessels it is 
impossible to determine the number of turtles they take - either directly or incidentally.   
 
 
TABLE 16. EMPLOYMENT DEPENDENT ON TURTLES 
 

Activity Total Annual 
Numbers 

of Persons 

Est. Annual 
Income From 

Turtles 

Comments 

Fishing 15 U.S. $25,000 Figure based on the estimated catch of turtles and the 
$00.70 a pound (live weight) price paid for turtles at 
local B.V.I. markets during 1980 and 1981.  

Processing   Fishermen process their own turtle catch. There are 
no commercial turtle processing operations in the 
B.V.I.  

Selling 3 U.S. $5,000 During the 1981 Field Survey three shops were 
observed to have items made from turtles.  

 
 
TABLE  16A.  Employment Dependent on Turtles. (Supplementary page) 
 

In addition to marketed products, it is estimated that the following are taken annually from 
beaches or at sea for subsistence use: 
 
A:  Subsistence exploitation 

1. Estimated number of eggs: 12,000 
2. Estimated number of nesting females: 25 
3. Number of turtles caught at sea: 100 
 

B:  Social aspects 
In addition to the described fishery activities, exploitation of turtles may be permitted in 
some countries according to special rights or privileges extended to certain groups of 
people. If such specialized turtle exploitation exists, please give details (i.e., beach rights, 
ethnic traditions, specific seasons of the year, special permits, etc.).   

 
The law of mutual reciprocity applies to the collection of turtle eggs in B.V.I. Seldom are 

eggs sold to markets or consumers. Instead when eggs are collected from a nest by a poacher 
they are usually redistributed among relatives and close friends with the idea that reciprocation 
will take place when someone else takes a nest. This system not only reduces the chances of 
arrest but ensures a constant supply of turtle eggs to individuals participating in this type of trade. 
The leatherback sea turtle (Trunk Turtle) has a unique position in the B.V.I. economy. This is 
because many local inhabitants believe oil from leatherback sea turtles has some medicinal value 
--especially in the cure of respiratory disorders. There are numerous reports where a Heineken 
bottle of "Trunk" oil has sold for as much as $20.00 U.S. 
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TABLE 18. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS CONCERNED WITH TURTLE 
CONSERVATION/MANAGEMENT/UTILIZATION 
 

Institution or Organization 
Name And Address 

No. of Active 
Members 

Activities in Progress 

British Virgin Islands 
Ministry of Fisheries 

4 Public education concerning local sea turtle 
laws and regulations 

British Virgin Islands 
Agricultural Department 

1 None 

British Virgin Island’s 
Library 

2 Public education concerning local sea turtle 
laws and regulations 

Island Sun (newspaper) 1 Public information about laws and survival 
status of sea turtles 

 
 
TABLE 19. SANCTUARIES AND REFUGES 
 
Name and Location Area Km2 Reason(s) for Protection Type and effectiveness of 

Enforcement 
Spring Bay 
Virgin Gorda Island 

0.02* ? None 

Devil's Bay 
Virgin Gorda Island 

0.23** ? None 

R.M.S. Rhone 0.01*** Coral reefs, 
historical/archaeological 

None 

Necker Island ? Rare cacti, bird sanctuary, 
indigenous wildlife, coral 

reefs 

None 

    
*    Editor’s note (2009): Area in original document expressed as 5.5 acres   
**   Editor’s note (2009): Area in original document expressed as 58.0 acres 
*** Editor’s note (2009): Area in original document expressed as 1.25 acres 
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NATIONAL PARKS, MARINE PARKS AND PROTECTED AREAS  
 

Name Category of Park 
or Reserve 

Gross Area* Date 
Established 

Principal Features 

Virgin Gorda Park Forestry 265 / 1.07 06 June 1974 Forest reserve 
Fallen Jerusalem Forestry 30 / 0.12 06 June 1974 Forest reserve 
West Dog Island Forestry 24 / 0.10 06 June 1974 Bird sanctuary 
Sage Mountain 
(Tortola) 

Forestry 92 / 0.37 1964 Xerophytic rain forest 

Beef Chest Island Forestry 34 / 0.14 06 June 1974 Forestry 
Flamingo Pond 
(Anegada) 

Wildlife 
sanctuary 

1,147 / 4.64 01 September 
1977 

Bird sanctuary 

Valley  
(Virgin Gorda) 

Historic 36 / 0.15 16 November 
1978 

Timber, forts 

Queen Elizabeth II 
Park (Tortola) 

Recreational 0. 7/ 0.003 12 June 1974 Recreational 

Spring Bay 
(Virgin Gorda) 

Recreational 5.5 / 0.02 1964 Beach 

Devils Bay  
(Virgin Gorda) 

Soil 
conservation 

58 / 0.23 1964 Beach 

Botanical Gardens 
(Tortola) 

Recreational, 
educational 

2.87 / 0.01 March 1979 Recreational, 
educational 

Fat Hogs Bay Pond Protected area 12 / 0.05 March 1979 Bird sanctuary 
R.M.S. Rhone 
(1867) 

Marine park [--??--] ** 08 December 
1960 

Coral reefs, 
historical, 
archaeological 

Nectar Island Protected area   Rare cacti, bird 
sanctuary, coral 
reefs 

     
*  Editor’s note (2009): Area values in original document expressed in acres.  Area values in   
    this table are acres (first figure) and Km2 (second figure), converted by editor.  
** Editor’s note (2009): Throughout the ms, the editor has used “[--?--]” to indicate that the  
    corresponding text in the original document is indecipherable. 

 
 
TABLE 20. REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
Indicate all entities with statutory responsibilities (e.g., Fisheries Departments and Ministries, 
Police, Coast Guard, etc.) 
 
Name and Address of 

Organization 
Budget Allocation 

to Turtles 
No. of Staff Assigned 

to Turtles 
Comments on Levels of 

Enforcement 
B.V.I. Ministry of 
Fisheries  

0 1 Part-time basis with no 
enforcement powers 

Police Department 0 0 No arrests have ever been 
made regarding violation of 
sea turtle protection laws  

 
 
TABLE 20A. REGULATORY AUTHORITY. (Supplementary page) 

Please list National, regional, and local legislation concerning turtle management and 
conservation. List title, date, and stated purpose.  

 
Refer to the appendix for information on this subject.  
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TABLE 21. NATIONAL RESEARCH PROJECTS 
List turtle research activities funded within your country. 
 

Project Title Date Name and Address of Institution & 
Chief Investigator Start End 

   No research has been conducted 
on sea turtles in the B.V.I.  

 
 
 
REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS 

The following is a list of the major reports and publications concerned with national turtle 
resources (list author, date, title, and publisher).  
 
1.  Eastern Caribbean Natural Area Management Program. Survey of Conservation Priorities in 

the Lesser Antilles. Resource Data Maps for the BVI which make note of possible sea 
turtle nesting areas. Sources of information obtained from interviews and second-hand 
reports. Maps compiled by Allen Putney.  

 
2.  LaBastille, B. 1973. Birds and Mammals of Anegada. CJS 13.  
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Turtles    (CAP 87      775) 

 
  

CHAPTER 87 
                                                         TURTLES           (21st May 1959)          12/1959 

 
       

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Turtles Ordinance    
 
2. In this Ordinance the word “turtle” means sea or river turtle.   
 
3. Any person who –  
   (a) catches or takes, or attempts to catch or take, or causes to be caught or taken   
between such dates as the Administrator in Council may, by notice publish in the  
appoint; or  
   (b) notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a), at any time catches or takes, 
or attempts to catch or take, or causes to be caught or taken, any turtle which is 
under twenty pounds in weight; or  
   (c) slaughters any turtle or buys, sells, exposes for sale or has in his possession 
the whole or any portion of the meat of such a turtle, between such dates as the 
Administrator in Council may, by notice publish in the Gazette appoint; or  
   (d) takes or attempts to take, or cause to be taken any turtle eggs including the 
eggs of trunk turtles between such dates as the Administrator in Council may, by 
notice published in the Gazette appoint    
   (e) buys, sells,  exposes for sale or has in his possession any turtle eggs, 
including eggs of  trunk turtles  between such dates as the Administrator in Council 
may, by notice published in the Gazette appoint    
 
shall be guilty of an offence against this Ordinance, and, on summary conviction, 
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars.  
 

 Short Title 
 

 Interpretation 
 
 

    Offences 

4. If any police officer shall have reasonable grounds for believing that any person is 
committing or attempting to commit an offence against this Ordinance he may arrest 
such person without warrant.  
 
5. Any police officer may seize any turtle or part thereof or any turtle eggs (including 
the eggs of trunk turtles) found in the possession of any person between such dates 
as the Governor in Council may, by notice publish in the Gazette appoint and upon 
the conviction of such person the articles so seized shall be forfeited.  
 
6. Any net, instrument or thing which any police officer has reasonable grounds for 
believing is being or has been used for or in connection with the commission of any 
offence against this Ordinance shall be seized by such police officer, and any 
magistrate may, upon conviction of any person for such an offence against this 
ordinance in connection with which such net, instrument or things so seized was 
used, order such net, instrument of thing to be forfeited.  
 
7. Upon any conviction under this Ordinance the magistrate may order that a part of 
any fine imposed not exceeding a moiety be paid to any person whose information 
led to such a conviction.  
 
 

Power of  
arrest 
 
 
Forfeiture  
of  turtles,  
etc. 
 
 
[--??--] 
 
 
 
 
 
[--??--] 
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The Symposium on Sea Turtle Research in the Western Central Atlantic 
Populations and Socioeconomics 

 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 

 
Question 1 
 Species of the sea turtles that occur in your area and local names used for species found. 
 Answer  
  Green Turtle  Chelonia mydas 
  Hawksbill  Eretmochelys imbricata 
  Leatherbacks  Dermochelys coriacea 
  Loggerhead  Caretta caretta  
 
Question 2 
 Seasonality and ecology of the species of turtle found in your area. 
 Answer 

The peak of the nesting season in the British Virgin Islands occurs around mid-July. There 
are occasional reports of some nesting activities as late as December and sometimes before 
July.  

 
Question 3 
 The size of the turtle species seen in your area. 
 Answer 

The sizes of turtles occurring in British virgin Island waters range from juveniles to adults 
weighing approximately 250 pounds; leatherbacks however, are not very numerous and the 
few sightings are usually of adults.  

 
Question 4 
 The average number of each species of turtle seen in your area each month. 
 Answer 
 The average number of each species seen monthly are: 

Green Turtles Variable (about 20-35 members of the three species                                  
included (Green, Loggerhead, Hawksbill) 

Loggerhead Turtles Variable (about 20-35 members of the three species                                  
included (Green, Loggerhead, Hawksbill) 

Hawksbill Turtles Variable (about 20-35 members of the three species                                  
included (Green, Loggerhead, Hawksbill) 

Leatherback Turtles Negligible (maybe 12 per annum) 
 

Question 5 
 The kind of ocean bottom over which each of the species of turtles are normally seen.  
 Answer 

Green turtles are usually seen in areas with turtle grass- Thalassia testudinum-bottom; hawks 
bill and loggerhead turtles are normally observed over rocky and coral reef bottom, while the 
leatherback turtle is normally seen over both sandy and rocky bottoms.  
 

Question 6 
 Whether any turtles nest in your areas and if so which kinds, at what seasons, and the site of 
nesting populations.  
 Answer 

All four species nest on beaches in the British Virgin Islands; the nesting populations that 
have been observed were on* inhabited islands but there is also some evidence that they lay 
on some of the offshore cays. 

 
 
 



 

BVI National Report, WATS I Vol 3, pages 70-117 

Question 7 
 Changes in population levels of turtles in your area over the last 50 years.  
 Answer 

Over the last 50 years turtle populations in the British virgin Islands have declined; 
loggerheads seem to be the ones that suffered the most. It is, however, very difficult to put 
numbers on this since no catch records were kept.  

 
Question 8 
 The exploitation of turtles in your area. 
 Answer 

There is a small turtle fishery in the British Virgin Islands for about 10 months of the year; 
although the number of fishermen catching turtles has declined over the years one suspects 
the practice, in the past, of humans molesting clutches of eggs contributed to the population 
decline.  There is a 2 month moratorium on the catching of turtles in the British Virgin Islands, 
from July 1st until August 31st, and the taking of eggs is prohibited all year round.  

 
Question 9 
 Your turtle laws and regulations and enforcement.  
 Answer 

The turtle Ordinance, 1959; Endangered Animals and Plants Ordinance, 1976; Fisheries 
Ordinance, 1979; Marine Parks and Protected Areas Ordinance, 1979.  

  Loggerhead 
  Green turtle 
  Leatherback 
 
Question 10 
 Any government turtle management program which may be in effect or in the planning stage. 
 Answer 

The British virgins Islands Government is evaluating certain areas of its coastal zone with the 
intention of declaring certain areas as Marine Parks and Protected Areas. 

 
Question 11 
 Any turtle research projects which may be in progress or planned. 
 Answer 

There are no turtle research projects in progress neither are there any planned for the near 
future. 
 

Question 11 
 Any additional information that you may have on turtles. 
 Answer 
 We have no further information at this point on turtles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________   
 
* Editor’s note: Wording in the original National Report read “…were an inhabited islands….” 
Editor changed the word “an” to “on”.   
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
Representative of IOCARIBE Technical Team in the Territory to Research on Sea Turtles 
 
 Mr John Fletemyr, Marine biologist, recently arrived in the territory to assist the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment in a habitat inventory of turtle nesting sites, and in the 
preparation of a National Report on the status of turtles to be presented at the Western Atlantic 
Symposium (WATS) in San Jose, Costa Rica in July 1983.  
 

2. The Symposium has the following objectives: 
To develop a data base for each species of turtles by: 
a. conducting aerial and beach surveys for sea turtle nesting in selected areas, 
b. compiling data on sea turtle populations and status of stocks, 
c. review conservation and management options, and 
d. promote international cooperation in scientific studies of sea turtles. 

 
3. The Symposium is sponsored by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 

Association for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (IOCARIBE) and supported by the 
Western Central Atlantic Fisheries Commission (WECAFC) 

 
4. Mr. Fletemyer is part of a Technical Team assigned to the British Virgin Islands to 

facilitate research on the status of turtles and to compile a National Report for the British 
Virgin Islands.  

 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 
Road Town, Tortola 
31st July, 1981 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS 
 

1977, Fe. 4 
 
Proclamation dated the 9th day of March, 1977, Establishing a Fisheries Zone Contiguous to the 
Territorial Sea of the Virgin Islands. (Gazetted 10th March 1977) 
 

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
A PROCLAMATION 

 
W.W. Wallace                   Governor 

 
 I WALTER WILKINSON WALLACE, Commander of the most Excellent Order of the 
Distinguished Service Cross, Governor of the Virgin Islands, acting in pursuance of instructions 
given by Her Majesty through a Secretary of State, do hereby proclaim and declare that:   
 

1. There is established for the Virgin Islands a fisheries zone contiguous to the territorial sea 
of the virgin Islands. 

 
2. The said fisheries zone has as its inner boundary the outer limits of the territorial sea of 

the virgin Islands and as its seaward boundary a line drawn so that each point on the line 
is two hundred nautical miles from the nearest point on the low water line on the coast or 
other baseline from which the territorial sea is measured or, unless another line is 
declared by Proclamation, the median line where this is less than 200 nautical miles from 
the baseline. The median line is a line every point of which is equidistant from the nearest 
points of the baseline of the Virgin Islands and the corresponding baselines of other 
countries or territories.  

 
3. Her Majesty will exercise the same jurisdiction in respect of fisheries in the said fisheries 

zone as She has in respect of fisheries in the territorial waters of the virgin Islands 
subject to such provisions as may hereafter be made by the law for the control and 
regulation of fishing within the said zone.  

 
GIVEN under my hand at the Governor’s 

Office, Road Town, Tortola, this  
 9th day of March, 1977 and in the 

twenty-sixth year of Her Majesty’s reign. 
   

 
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN! 

 
 Printed at the Government Office, Road Town, Tortola, British Virgin Islands by A. Nester, 

Government Printer-by Authority (Price: 15 cents) 
 
…and expressed Government’s commitment to the foundation of Cooperatives.*  
 
 On 8 June, the Seminar was declared open in Road Town by Mr. Stanley Gordon, 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Natural Resources and Public Health on behalf of the 
Honorable Chief Minister at Methodist Church Hall. No expressed gratitude for the assistance of 
the [--??--] and reiterated Government’s commitment to formation of Cooperatives.   
 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Public Health, Road Town 
 
_____________  
* Editor’s note (2009): The editor’s copy of the original National Report began this portion of the 
News Release as depicted herein.  
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****************************** 
 

TURTLES (PROTECTION) NOTICE 
 
 The public is hereby reminded that under the turtles (Protection) Notice and under Section 3 
of the Turtles Ordinance, Chapter 87 the period between 1 July and 31 August in every year, both 
days inclusive, is the CLOSED SEASON for the catching of turtles.  
 
 It is therefore, unlawful for any person to:  
 

a. catch or take, or attempt to catch or take or cause to be caught or taken any turtle, or 
 

b. slaughter any turtle or buy, sell, expose for sale or have in his possession the whole 
or any portion of the meat of such turtle, or 

 
c. take or attempt to take, or cause to be taken, any turtle eggs (including the eggs of 
trunk turtles),  

 
d. buy, sell, expose for sale, or have in his possession any turtle eggs (including the 
eggs of trunk turtles),  

 
during the period between 1 July 1978 and 31 August 1978. 
 

Agricultural Department, Road Town 
 

****************************** 
 

SAGE MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK 
 
 THE Rotary Club of Tortola has kindly agreed to undertake the following project at Sage 
Mountain National Park:   

a. to erect an interpretative board in the vicinity of the area used as a Car Park. The 
board would show existing trails, points of interest, etc., 

 
b. to erect directional signs on the trails leading, for example, to the [--??--] forest and to 
the Peak, and  

 
c. to establish the botanical names of trees that are of special significance. 

 
 The above National Parks Development Project is being done in observance of World 
Environment Day (5 June) which was sponsored by the United Nations Environment Program.  
 The National Parks Trust is highly appreciative of Rotary’s contribution and expresses the 
hope that other organizations in the Territory will take advantage of the opportunity to continually 
address themselves to environmental matters.  
 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Public Health 
Road Town  
 
 
CHIEF MINISTER’S OFFICE 
TOTTOLA 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
15 June 1978 
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TURTLES 
 
GREEN TURTLE PROTECTED BY LAW 
 As of July 28th 1978, Green sea turtles (Chelonia mydas) have been placed on the threatened 
Marine Mammals list under the Federal Endangered Species Act. Federal law now prohibits the 
capture, selling or transporting of these marine animals. If by accident a turtle is taken or caught, 
it should be handled with care and immediately returned to the sea.  
 To aid in enforcement of this new law, the [--??--] is asking the help from is asking the help 
from Virgin Islanders. Anyone seeing persons taking these turtles or the sighting of turtle nets is 
asked to call the Bureau of Fish and Wildlife at 775-0470. A turtle net has a larger mesh size than 
fish nets.  
 Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated.  
 
LEATHERBACK TURTLE ON ST. THOMAS  
 For the first time in many years, the leatherback, or trunk turtle was found May 5th, 1978 
nesting on Magens Bay beach near the popular beaches entrance. Discovered by patrolling 
DCCA enforcement officers on May 5th, 1978 the single nest site was roped off for most of the 
day while RFW staff biologists, worked via telephone with FWS endangered species special 
agents in Puerto Rico and Atlanta to decide what to do with the nest.  
 Because of the high density use of the Magens Bay facility it was decided that the eggs must 
be removed and * incubated artificially. Using techniques described by the well known turtle 
biologist William Rainey, presently of University of California, Berkeley, the eggs were located on 
the afternoon of May 5th and taken in a special incubating box to the Island Resources 
Foundation (IRF) Red Book, St. Thomas. IRF was chosen by RFW St. Thomas and Atlanta staff 
since they have successfully incubated a great many orphaned nests of Green Turtles in the past, 
and had at hand the proper facilities.   
 
_____________ 
 
* Editor’s note (2009): wording in the original National Report read “…be removed by 
incubated….” Editor changed the word “by” to “and”.    
 
 

B.V.I. High School-Evening Classes 
  
 A special ten (10) Week Course in Marketing is being offered at the B.V.I. High School on 
Tuesdays 6.00 to 8.pm in Block [--??--].  
 The course will be conducted by Mr. Jones Macpherson who recently retired as a marketing 
and advertising executive in the United States. He is still active as a consultant to businesses in 
the United States and instructs at a Michigan community college.  
 This course is specially designed for owners and operators of the marketing process, how to 
start and manage a small business, financial record keeping, personnel management, stock 
control, pricing, promotion and merchandising. Attention will also be given to the development 
and execution of print and broadcast advertising, the advertising creative process, budget control, 
and media scheduling.  
 The fee for the course is 25. Those persons interested in enrolling in this course should 
register B.V.I. High School between 21 and 23 January, 1980 during working hours.  
 
B.V.I. High School 
Road Town  
    

****************************** 
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Removal of Land from Protected Beaches 
 
 The Beach Protection Ordinance, No. 3 of 1960, as amended provides that it shall not be 
lawful for any person to dig, take or carry away any sand, stones, shingle or gravel from any 
protected beach or sea shore, except in accordance with a written permit. 
 The general public is reminded that sand extraction from beaches damages our only coastal 
resource and aggravates the erosion problem particularly in fragile areas such as Cane Garden 
Bay. The continued pilferage does not reflect good conservation practices expected of a 
developing country.  
 Anyone found removing sand illegally from any of the Territory’s beaches will be dealt with in 
the manner prescribed by law.   
 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 
Road Town     
 

****************************** 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

Town and Country Planner 
 
 Mr. Ivor Jackson, planning consultant, has recently completed a two-year assignment at 
Town and County Planner with the BVI Government. Mr. Jackson also served as Vice-chairman 
of the Land Development Control Authority.  
 His term of duty has been of infinite value to physical planning and controlled development in 
the British Virgin Islands and this Government is very appreciative of the contribution that he has 
made.  
 Mr. Ira Smith, [--??--], Public Works Department, has been appointed as Architect /Planner 
with responsibility for Town Planning within the Chief Minister’s office.   
  

****************************** 
 

Public Information Programs 
 
 Effective February 4, 1980 Government will reactive public information programs on radio 
station ZBVI on a regular basis. The aim of this service is to keep the public informed of approved 
plans and projects as well as methods and procedures to be adopted by the public in seeking to 
avail themselves of all government facilities. Programs of a general education nature will also be 
aired from time to time.  
 The public is invited to direct any queries and comments pertaining to the program to Public 
Information Service, c/o Chief Minister’s Office.  
 

****************************** 
 

Census 1980 
 
 The last population census was conducted here in the BVI in April of 1970. At that time the 
Territory’s population was 10,050. Since then the Territory has undergone several changes. The 
population has grown, several people have moved from one place to another placing demands on 
social services, public utilities, etc. The population census is designed to provide the information 
needed to assess these changes as well as to supply the necessary data on which Government 
can base plans affecting the economic and social status of the population.  
 May 12, 1980 has been declared as Census Day for the Commonwealth Caribbean. On this 
day there will be a complete count of the population of the BVI. Trained enumerators will visit 
every building in the Territory in order to interview members of households and record the 
necessary information on questionnaires. Questions asked will relate to population, age structure, 
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educational attainment, labour force, housing and other socio-economic characteristics. Under 
the Census Laws of the BVI every one employed in the census exercise will be required to take 
an oath of secrecy and not to divulge any information collected in the census. Also all cit- *  
 

/published ……. 
 
 
_____________ 
 
* Editor’s note (2009): The editor’s copy of the original National Report ended this portion of the 
News Release as depicted herein.  
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