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#_ WIDECAST

Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network

With a grant from the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service, WIDECAST has digitized the data-
bases and proceedings of the Western Atlantic Turtle Symposium (WATS) with the hope that
the revitalized documents might provide a useful historical context for contemporary sea turtle
management and conservation efforts in the Western Atlantic Region.

With the stated objective of serving “as a starting point for the identification of critical areas where
it will be necessary to concentrate all efforts in the future”, the first Western Atlantic Turtle Sym-
posium convened in Costa Rica (17-22 July 1983), and the second in Puerto Rico four years later
(12-16 October 1987). WATS | featured National Reports from 43 political jurisdictions; 37 pre-
sented at WATS II.

WATS | opened with these words: “The talks which we started today have the multiple purpose
of bringing our knowledge up to date about the biological peculiarities of the marine turtle popula-
tions of the western Atlantic; to know and analyse the scope of the National Reports prepared by
the scientific and technical personnel of more than thirty nations of the region; to consider options
for the orderly management of marine turtle populations; and in general to provide an adequate
forum for the exchange of experiences among scientists, administrators, and individuals inter-
ested in making contributions for the preservation of this important natural resource.”

A quarter-century has passed, and the results of these historic meetings have been lost to sci-
ence and to a new generation of managers and conservationists. Their unique importance in
providing baseline data remains unrecognized, and their potential as a “starting point” is neither
known nor appreciated.

The proceedings document what was known at the time concerning the status and distribution of
nesting and foraging habitat, population size and trend, mortality factors, official statistics on
exploitation and trade, estimated incidental catch, employment dependent on turtles, mariculture
operations, public and private institutions concerned with conservation and use, legal aspects
(e.g. regulations, enforcement, protected areas), and active research projects. In most cases it
was the first time a national sea turtle assessment had been conducted.

Despite the potential value of this information to agencies responsible for conducting stock
assessments, monitoring recovery trends, and safeguarding critical habitat in the 21st century,
the hand-written National Reports, largely illegible in the published proceedings, have slipped into
obscurity. To help ensure the legacy of these symposia, we have digitized the entire proceedings,
including the National Reports, plenary presentations and panels, and annotated bibliographies of
both meetings, and posted them online at http://www.widecast.org/What/RegionalPrograms.html.

Each article has been scanned from the original document. Errors in the scan have been cor-
rected; however, to be true to the original content (as closely as we can discern it), potential
errors of content have not been corrected. This article should be cited:

Higgs, C. 1984. National Report for the Bahamas, pp.30-35. In: Bacon, P., F. Berry, K. Bjorndal,
H. Hirth, L. Ogren and M. Weber (Editors), Proceedings of the First Western Atlantic Turtle
Symposium, 17-22 July 1983, San José, Costa Rica. Volume Ill: The National Reports. RSMAS
Printing, Miami.

Karen L. Eckert
WIDECAST Executive Director
June 2009
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Figure 1. The Bahamas — W.A.T.S. National Report Study Area.*

THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS

! Editor's Note (2009): Maps and figures are reprinted exactly as they appear in the original
WATS | Proceedings (Bacon et al. 1984); we regret the poor quality exhibited in some cases.

Bahamas National Report, WATS I Vol 3, pages 30-35



COUNTRY: BAHAMAS

TABLE 1. GEOGRAPHIC INVENTORY

Length of Coastline* ? Km
Continental Shelf Area 124,320 Km?
Seaward Extent of Jurisdictions
Territorial Sea 4.82 Km
Extended Economic Zone 321.8 Km
Fisheries Jurisdiction 321.8 Km
Other (Describe) Km

* Coastline length is the measurement of the national seaward boundary of a country; i.e., the distance
from border to border for a coastal country and the distance around an island country.

TABLE 7. FORAGING AREAS INVENTORY

Name of Area Approx. Area Species Foraging Nature of Evidence
(or give coordinates) (Km?) (use abbreviations & (observation, fishery,
approx. numbers) incidental catch)
1. Bahama Banks 124,320 Cc,Cm, E Observation and fishery
2. Surrounding D Observation

oceanic waters

Species Abbreviation
Caretta caretta Cc
Chelonia mydas Cm
Dermochelys coriacea D
Eretmochelys imbricata E
Lepidochelys kempi Lk
Lepidochelys olivacea Lo

TABLE 8. TURTLE SPECIES PRESENT ON FORAGING AREAS.

Please complete one of these tables for each of the areas identified in Table 7. Number each table as
enumerated in Table 7 (7-1, 7-2, etc.).

Species Month Months of Greatest Activity
J FMAMJ J A S OND
Caretta caretta X X X X X X X X X X X X April - July
Chelonia mydas X X X X X X X X X X X X March - August
Dermochelyscoriacea X X X X X X X X X | X | X | X
Eretmochelysimbricata X X X X | X X X X | X X | X | X September - March

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea
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TABLE 10. NATURAL MORTALITY

Life Stage Unit
Nests/eggs

Hatchlings
Juveniles

Adults (in water)
Nesting females

Species
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

Species (abbrev.)
Cc,Cm, E
Cc,Cm, E
Cc,Cm, E

Cc,Cm, E
Cc,Cm, E

Abbreviation
Cc

Cm

D

E

Lk

Lo

Causes*
Human poaching,
crabs, vegetation roots,
storm erosion
Avian predators and
marine predators
Commercial fishery and
marine predators
Commercial fishery
Human poaching

Extent of Mortality (% of unit)

10-20

50 - 60

20-30

* Natural mortality causes may include: Beach erosion of nests; egg and/or nestling predation by

crabs, wild animals, seabirds, etc.; disease; sharks and other predators at sea, etc.

TABLE 11. LANDING SITES FOR TURTLES AND TURTLE PRODUCTS

Name of Port or Site

Nassau N.P.
Abaco (central)
Moores Island
Andros (north)
Great Exuma

NogMwNE

Species
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

* Closed season for Cc April - June inclusive

Grand Bahama (west)
Other inhabited islands

Species
Landed
(use
abbrev)

Cc,Cm, E
Cc,Cm, E
Cc,Cm, E
Cm, E
Cc,Cm, E
Cc,Cm, E
Cc,Cm, E

Abbreviation
Cc

Cm

D

E

Lk

Lo

Fishing Gear Used

Turtle nets, spear guns
Turtle nets, spear guns
Turtle nets, spear guns
Turtle nets, spear guns
Nets, diving, spears
Nets, diving, spears
Nets, diving, spears

Months of
Landings

All year
All year
All year
All year
All year
All year
All year

Bahamas National Report, WATS I Vol 3, pages 30-35

Numbers &
Weights
(estimate)

19,000 kg ?
200 kg ?
3,500 kg ?
2,000 kg ?
250 kg ?
250 kg ?
Unknown;
subsistence
fishery ?



TABLE 12. TOTAL ANNUAL TURTLE LANDINGS IN NUMBERS
Do not include turtles caught incidental to other fishing operations (e.g., shrimp trawling)

Species 1982* 1981 1980 Method of Determination
Caretta caretta ?/ ?/ ?/ Landing statistics
7,183.7 9,166.5 5,514.8
Chelonia mydas ?/ ?/ ?/ Landing statistics

12,346.1 = 9,154.2 4,006.3

Dermochelys coriacea

Eretmochelys imbricata ?/ ?/ ?/ Landing statistics
3,856.4 7,887.6 | 19,769.4

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea
TOTAL

* January - October, 1982

TABLE 15.1. OFFICIAL STATISTICS OF TURTLE PRODUCTION: Species Caretta caretta
Complete one of these tables for each species taken in the fishery.

Turtle Product 1982 1981 1980 Current Market | Method of Data Collection
Price/Unit
No. of eggs
Meat (kg)** 1436.7 1833.3 1103.0 US$ 1.10/ kg Landing statistics
Shell No./ Wt.
Skins No./ Wt.

Stuffed Juveniles

* January-June 1982
**  Assumed 20% total turtle weight is meat

TABLE 15.2. OFFICIAL STATISTICS OF TURTLE PRODUCTION: Species Chelonia mydas
Complete one of these tables for each species taken in the fishery.

Turtle Product 1982 1981 1980 Current Market = Method of Data Collection
Price/Unit
No. of eggs
Meat (kg)** 2469.2 1830.8 801.3 US$ 2.20/ kg Landing statistics
Shell No./ Wt.
Skins No./ Wt.
Stuffed Juveniles ? ? ?

* January-June 1982
** Assumed 20% total turtle weight is meat
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TABLE 15.3. OFFICIAL STATISTICS OF TURTLE PRODUCTION: Species Eretmochelys
imbricata

Complete one of these tables for each species taken in the fishery.

Turtle Product 1982 1981 1980 Current Method of Data Collection
Market
Price/Unit
No. of eggs
Meat (Kg)* 771.3 1,577.5 3,953.9 US$ 2.20/ kg Landing statistics
Shell No./ Wt. ?/ 960.7 ? ?/651.3 | US$ 44.00/ kg Export returns
Skins No./ Wt.
Stuffed Juveniles ? ? ?
Other jewelry ? ? ?

*  January-June 1982
** Assumed 20% total turtle weight is meat

TABLE 16. EMPLOYMENT DEPENDENT ON TURTLES

Activity Total Annual Est. Annual Comments
Numbers Income From
of Persons Turtles
Fishing None NA No fishing effort directed exclusively at

turtles. Turtles caught are associated with
multiple fishery, i.e., fishing for lobster and
scalefish.

Processing None Turtle landings are not substantial. Account
for approximately 1.0% of total marine
products landed. Processed and sold local
local market.

Selling None No vendors deal exclusively in turtle.

TABLE 18. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS CONCERNED WITH TURTLE CONSERVATION
| MANAGEMENT / UTILIZATION

Institution or Organization No. of Active Activities in Progress
Name And Address Members
Bahamas National Trust ? Public education

Assists Caribbean Conservation Corporation
with project concerned with turtle growth rates
from infancy to maturity.

Caribbean Conservation ? Growth of green turtles under quasi-natural
Corporation conditions.

Department of Fisheries 20 Public education concerning local sea turtle
Ministry of Agriculture, regulations.

Fisheries and Local Collection of statistical data.

Government
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TABLE 19. SANCTUARIES AND REFUGES

Name and Location Area Reason(s) for Protection Type and Effectiveness of
Km? Enforcement

Exuma Cays Land and 455.8 | Protect from development and 1 warden

Sea Park, Exuma protection of marine resources Enforcement fair

Inagua Park, 743.3 | Protection of wildlife especially 2 wardens

Great Inagua flamingo and Bahama parrot. Site of Enforcement fair
Turtle research project

Pelican Cays Land and ? Protection of plant and bird life and No enforcement

Sea Park, Abaco coral reefs

Conception Island Park ? Protection of migratory & other birds; = No enforcement
nesting beaches for green turtles

Peterson Cay Park ? Protection of natural flora and fauna No enforcement

Grand Bahama

TABLE 20. REGULATORY AUTHORITY
Indicate all entities with statutory responsibilities (e.g., Fisheries Departments and Ministries, Police,
Coast Guard, etc.)

Name and Address of = Budget Allocation = No. of Staff Assigned Comments on Levels of
Organization to Turtles to Turtles Enforcement

Department of 0 9 Effective at primary landing sites

Fisheries where fisheries inspectors are

present. Not assigned specifically
to turtles but all marine resources.
Police Department 0 0
Defence Force 0 0

TABLE 20A. REGULATORY AUTHORITY (Supplementary page)
Please list National, regional, and local legislation concerning turtle management and
conservation. List title, date, and stated purpose.

1. Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).
The Bahamas is a signatory to CITES. Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Local Government
is the Management Authority. The Bahamas National Trust is the Scientific Authority.

2. Local Legislation — The Marine Products (Fisheries) Rules (1954)

(i) Min. size of E (Eretmochelys imbricata) of 17" (431.8 mm*) from neck scales — tail pieces.
(i) Min. size of Cm (Chelonia mydas) of 15” (381 mm*) from neck scales — tail pieces.

(iif) Closed season of Cc (Caretta caretta) 01 April — 30 June inclusive.

(iv) Protection of turtles on the beach.

(v) Protection of turtle eggs.

3. Legislation in draft

(i) Min. size limits for Cc (Caretta caretta*) and Cm (Chelonia mydas) of 30" (762 mm?*).

(i) Complete protection of E (Eretmochelys imbricata) and closed season for other turtles April
— July inclusive.

(i) Prohibit capture of turtles within 500 yds (457.2 m*) of any beach.

(iv) Protection of turtle eggs.

Editor’s note (2009): * Metric conversions inserted by Editor

Bahamas National Report, WATS I Vol 3, pages 30-35



‘9INY 1503 ‘asap uns 2304 9190 ‘2801 ueg
‘Ovsh optIaNdy ‘gdnt 3 ' IMLNVIOL 405 £iMBu0es Juwisiasy [ 03 €961 ounr/Rnr ZZ-LL
2861 J90wA23Q [ URy3 J330| OU LYOATY TYNOLLVE S1W3 3seans asweyd |
[P0 0dnueny 9p sebnuo| ap oisoduis
winisodwiAg apun} snueny _.:233

T TH6T 360 € OILLIWGNS U

%M

o¥ia w1 . - e M
A Q4344 190428 TYNOTLYN ‘¥ c o ddmoz m;
v/ \. - .. ... 1 ﬂw
RS A O ..,. i ....f»ﬁ/

waTYe] "nessry

mmmEmEmEﬁzm»mEmm TYNOLLYN

920¢-N %¢4°0°&

F9TL9YNT] Jo Iumciimdeq CESRPRY

AG QILNIS5u4 LHO4TY WNOILYN

srungeg Ayl

40 AYINNC) ML 404 LUO4IM TIWNOILWN

. 1§88 A1np

¥
J
031y #3507 ‘asop ueg o ’

»
waf Aoy
am_<m._mmom &.( %
>m»z:oo m:hmou .

ATTETAAS 1Tal JLANYILY AU3ISIN

._<ZO_O<Z m._.m_On_mI ._m.\
1H40d34d TYNOILVN 3HL

oo
o@



P
e T

.,.A.__ "

3-31




sirame *Teg YLvL) 4 DI V) PRIREAUS
(°3N0 13-t *1z0) & M 01 prinamae

‘1 Sy

- 124,32 b
AR
3208 Ko

L RS
L Y

LI

The Maharas

GEOGRAMIC INVENTORY

of o eamtry; 1.4., the distance from berdar to border Tor » coastal

aawntry sad tha distence around an 5land country,

Extended Econemic Zome . . .. ...
Hsherim Jurfadiction . .
Other (Duscrive)

Territoria) Ses .,
* Comtline Jangth {3 the measursient of the matfonal seadard boundary

Langts of Coettifmr* .
sal of Continents) Shelf Area
Sesemrd Extant of Jurisdictiom:

Country
TALE 1,

W AR} W0 JDgey
ajagtend DML
. i-av“-u.i.ﬂwﬂ.“h"-“— _“ur.l hu_g FpT R
| ]
TR TSR
ranw - vades V1SRN SNV VNV Qe HRpan )
el "al Yl Ve NVIACNV YV R Repei
LRI Ve 'l Vol Vit Vel Wa Tl Vd Vs Vol Tl U e TS
' ..:_.L...‘n aw VN fel "2 Vel Va Tl Wi '8 RS AN
5312348
ALANLY 153w
afg i b $ rfefujvgulagt
3 SHLNUN W
Y] S IRAL W 3 egIup U |
st TR P AL
. LTI U ST RO L )
« - M,cguei.._!
i
uw 4Jus-u-" w._!-a MOINIAN] SV WV L T
SSUOLT R AIRGY S 2Y
£ )
4
- .
- v
- s
1
uapIssIng ™ Sores spuare Sagpmessg ‘1
- T A3qeTs pUe BejIRassenD L X RL B ] B ..—.
m———
WA JNuBpLN] AL UG NG {ropay *xasite ) (M mypased duih )
" JWMIAT W Jeaw — L) *‘—1 VW 20 e
Weyjejsasnge aig)
iowitd 3313348

3-32



WULIVELII/AINEANNGLAVAGTSND TUME KLER UISION0 SHOLATLELSHD SAVAIM QW 319004 “BL 37a4)

"R TRIWTINe o g L4
it s ey AL ....r..@ﬁ

SIUNAL M ANNIN0 Il Td  COL ITWL

TR U LMD TP S3OMMA ON

Wil

Syl TRID| plod pug j&&
"PAART 03angau mipaes Tudvs 40 8077 “Mankle
WNGAN TR g J0U aa sbfoue] a3,

fuisananyy

_-.!airq-l&u-i!.ﬂ!a.llbuog: ¢ PIRadag W) weag
TRTII @ Ay
MO1} 8RNI WIS TG e pELIAGD 0efoad
‘R WREAEG W e UNKEY]Im) Retaey & AL TRETM enanpy
whivngs of fgng
SSIM N SALLIAMLY Sl i SSIN008 WY Jeam
u»—mu« WULAVTINON0 N0 MDDAALLLSHE

0 "o

hANSL T U e SedE N a0y LR 0L O Ju0 D18 deo)
MIEN00N IUME 30 SILISIINLS Wi 'Sl 3
TIVA S| gbTam B[3any 197 jo I pasey v

i Jarvoe

IRPA PEVIXASY dlv WO ST, ol

I LT e TR )

ST

WUOT ) W) e Buryerg ety Aampgg epdfile

—

Sy

sIUwl

Wil B
Wiy 153

PLTHE ]

* Ny UBERY BREDNEE 4208 40) SBLANY OO J0 wb nedey
Ly a WILIN00N TUBAL 0 SITISELVLS W4 "8 WL

. W B WOIAR STING TR 407 Phewey TRt " )
T 130 - uwp o ] 11308 THI 30 - we + b
¢ L3 £ 2 Asteay 0 and
- — U _ - —_— — - ol DO B R pepes
f ¢ : ¢ | e s . ¢ ! (Huanat Pas o5
..... i 3
Ll
- B o R - l” = R e Canie
ages pabg  Mewtewnnd o) o £ 094 .H-ﬂ 110%
- T T . - I R R v T openes sapn ._S:L ‘a o secod coeme S o
CreRes e | svacemn) eess] seua (g . *
e Coe - “t-1-—-1 o - S I I SN e 0 m
-1 -1. "o 4o ‘my »
———
W) VN S ..H.:._.ﬂ..& [ wa | 26 190000 2uan WL VW i S priad B Ll PLB I B T
+
g iy
vl ™
IR

3-34



CAdayb[l WM} V) weRE] VREISE WIE A SRIQNY BLe) )0 B s1a )

WIS TUNUL 20 SLINNES WIH4N T ‘51 3wl 61 AT - e o
B (luggaidy dwpays C6°R) Wl 00000 i)
saual 6] WDFAR STANT 1WIGL W Pimiwdy o 5310348 - L e eprour e ._-“23 ot oy
TRGT *"330 = wp + o (Bu/N) SLHBEIN OMy SaiWwi KI SUMIONYY JUWAL YWY Wl 2 1N
a0
TR H o e
IBLIVBARY PRIIMS .
i Ty Tiaowin
.,l R - - ..
s
P eSLATAR Lol Lv.on-n}_. AN U ngani)
o i e
Lws
Wit UiRoeeisg
sopapng wpan | avar e ewn] et cxe o () e p .
e . . £ 90002 ~.-=Rﬂ..ln5ﬁ L
sibo 40 ‘my L . e =
RS ey *:ﬂk 1.3#: 30777 Flat BN
WI122TWS AN Ju SOMMLDN Wi | ol T LOnd0us YL
: Linww M WLWIAILN S O wel | wa | aa i
Jry i} »
Suvdn wii
o} QIUBME Mﬁru .-l——v\Om:bl—.
3 plaoy ~diogoupgiay
L i e o WD T -
- ¥l [L LR LIED
VP ¥ Tl . WS 5h Yy teas I8 MOIVPRl AIGO PUA SNIMGE
um VIeavs €Teaty MDA AN - fad¢ 20 10] UONES PO § ru_ u.u.ﬁ....m_,ﬂ ..Fww.‘t,..m. s terwatyp £330 *epaly 408 *5immier
YIS LITAAL O Y 2 $10600M FLsML § SJUMW Wi $350% Sulowvl  CHE 3L ot SepAc miva] su...wﬂ-.“..w.;ﬁo““-““n‘“.“uﬂ
. t5)
3 STND| IR Adwwy W Oely DIPALIU) AW SAERED AL NY08 LEAMEY ALTWiMM Wuw R W
N
|
Azaat) T4l smme pmaman o, 1 wiee, bt
AN | “ . =
usanpn ¢ 0
] e m—— e
by 0052 & D ’ At [CU LTV RIL
m “®-® faap(} Teraseee w
By psZ ¢ 2 g A S 0 .
o DR S, B soq pomiag
hx 0002 0 0 - 08 SLnapa RITEM U AJET] TR o
" PSTE] SRy - -
By Q05E ¢ 0 ' ] Ll il
= ©
12 TeDum0) oy - N O —— it
by 00z & u 1 . o —ja i
- - . " 0z -l s wans .ﬂ b /) by
by 0006t & | ek TV STl ‘AR ‘wa © _ 93002 WoTIakas Mgl *EUTEONOS Usery 23
R
- wwing} Sutumr) T Y Tesun $IWND 31245 Ll Wil MY
NALHDEIR B SUIUMING S0 SN Gaunu 1 X 30 I
L uTsh W39 Wil FETEIYIS IS W Wbd 30 M _
| :

3-33




!rnnilmtlu (.., Fisharies Beportments end

. ote,

Dapartmnt of Fisheriss

Folios Department

bafence Force

E gifv
E foz
e 26 ;
o 2its
B 1;: | .
ef .5 E e
Izdz.i .
fleis
38,51 : ’
T H i ‘
H | |
8%2 - e . e .
JE :
32 i
ikl - R
¥e :
5
5
3
g
i

Indicete 1] entities with sty
Nintaterion, Polize, Comt ﬁum

RECULATINY ALTORETY

L W,

TYPE AND

EFFELTIVEMESS

oF
ERFIRCENERT

rair

1 ¥arden

Wa

wphdom (9) FER PRATECTION

Protect from develogwant st
protaction of marine

Protect fon of wiMiife sepecially ]2 Werders

flamingo ard Pelwsw perrot. Bite [Pnforcevent fale

of Tirtie resvarch project,

Protection of plast end bird

1ifs and corsl reefs.

Protect jon of slgratrey snd oblwr
maEting wachea for
qreen turtlee

birde and

Protection of mabaral
flom s feme

ARt

4558

L)

ANE Mb LIATION

B Cuys Layd ared Sen Mok

b

Policen Coyw L) wnd Bun Perk

Ooncaption tulend Park

SANCTUARTER N REFURES

TABLE 19,

TABLE #0,  REGULATIIY AGTMORITY
(Supplomantary mys)

Please Tist Nattoral, regiomal, end Jocal Yegislation
concerning turtle mansgement and comervetion, List
title, date, o™ stated ourpoie.

1. Convantion on Internativdnal Trade in Endarcsred Species of
T SULA &N oza 1

The Babhamas ia & zigratory to CITEE. Miristry of horiculture,
Fisharias and Local Governwant is the Hnl:.agef..nt_luthority. The
Bahamas Eatiomal Trust is the Scientific Avthority.

2. Locel tegislation

The Warine Profucts (Piskeriss) Rules {1954)

(i) win. sdas limit for Bi of 17° from neck scales - teil pisces

ui * . *f oot )5t
{115} Closed sessob for Cc 1 April - X0 June inclusive.
(iv} Protection of turtlas on the beach.

{v] Protection of turtis egee.

3. legislatioe in drafe
15} Min. eize limits for Cc and Om of 30",
(11} Ceomplete protection of Ei and closed season for other
turtles Apr ~ Jul. inclosive.
(1i4) Prohibit capture of turtlas within 500 yds of any beach.

{ivl Protection of turtle epgs.
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