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#_ WIDECAST

Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network

With a grant from the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service, WIDECAST has digitized the data-
bases and proceedings of the Western Atlantic Turtle Symposium (WATS) with the hope that
the revitalized documents might provide a useful historical context for contemporary sea turtle
management and conservation efforts in the Western Atlantic Region.

With the stated objective of serving “as a starting point for the identification of critical areas where
it will be necessary to concentrate all efforts in the future”, the first Western Atlantic Turtle Sym-
posium convened in Costa Rica (17-22 July 1983), and the second in Puerto Rico four years later
(12-16 October 1987). WATS | featured National Reports from 43 political jurisdictions; 37 pre-
sented at WATS II.

WATS | opened with these words: “The talks which we started today have the multiple purpose
of bringing our knowledge up to date about the biological peculiarities of the marine turtle popula-
tions of the western Atlantic; to know and analyse the scope of the National Reports prepared by
the scientific and technical personnel of more than thirty nations of the region; to consider options
for the orderly management of marine turtle populations; and in general to provide an adequate
forum for the exchange of experiences among scientists, administrators, and individuals inter-
ested in making contributions for the preservation of this important natural resource.”

A quarter-century has passed, and the results of these historic meetings have been lost to sci-
ence and to a new generation of managers and conservationists. Their unique importance in
providing baseline data remains unrecognized, and their potential as a “starting point” is neither
known nor appreciated.

The proceedings document what was known at the time concerning the status and distribution of
nesting and foraging habitat, population size and trend, mortality factors, official statistics on
exploitation and trade, estimated incidental catch, employment dependent on turtles, mariculture
operations, public and private institutions concerned with conservation and use, legal aspects
(e.g. regulations, enforcement, protected areas), and active research projects. In most cases it
was the first time a national sea turtle assessment had been conducted.

Despite the potential value of this information to agencies responsible for conducting stock
assessments, monitoring recovery trends, and safeguarding critical habitat in the 21st century,
the hand-written National Reports, largely illegible in the published proceedings, have slipped into
obscurity. To help ensure the legacy of these symposia, we have digitized the entire proceedings,
including the National Reports, plenary presentations and panels, and annotated bibliographies of
both meetings, and posted them online at http://www.widecast.org/What/RegionalPrograms.html.

Each article has been scanned from the original document. Errors in the scan have been cor-
rected; however, to be true to the original content (as closely as we can discern it), potential
errors of content have not been corrected. This article should be cited:

Murray, P.A. 1984. National Report for Saint Lucia, pp.370-380. In: Bacon, P., F. Berry, K.
Bjorndal, H. Hirth, L. Ogren and M. Weber (Editors), Proceedings of the First Western Atlantic
Turtle Symposium, 17-22 July 1983, San José, Costa Rica. Volume Ill: The National Reports.
RSMAS Printing, Miami.

Karen L. Eckert
WIDECAST Executive Director
June 2009

St. Lucia National Report, WATS I Vol 3, pages 370-380


http://www.widecast.org/What/RegionalPrograms.html�

COUNTRY: ST. LUCIA

INTRODUCTION

Beginning May 14, 1982 a sea turtle study of St. Lucia was conducted. This study had to be spread
over a five month period since it was not possible for the investigation to be carried out in a short
intensive study. The purpose of this study was to obtain data to complete a national report of St. Lucia for
the Western Atlantic Turtle Symposium (W.AT.S.) to be held in July 1983 in San Jose, Costa Rica.

The following guidelines were used to collect the data:

1. Conduct surveys of the marine shoreline of St. Lucia

a. Record all sign of sea turtle tracks and nests on nesting beaches to determine the extent of
nesting activity.

b. Record the type of shoreline present-to record actual or potential sea turtle nesting beaches.

Compile all available data to determine the status of sea turtle populations.

Review present conservation and management programs in regard to sea turtles.

Determine socio-economic importance of sea turtles.

Make recommendations to help promote the survival status of sea turtle populations inhabiting

the territorial waters of St. Lucia.

arLOD

GENERAL GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF ST. LUCIA

St. Lucia is a newly independent nation, comprising of the main island adjoined by four (4) islets:
Pigeon Islet in the Northwest was recently joined to the mainland by a cause-way; Rat Island just
Northwest of the capital city of Castries; and the two Maria Islets to the east of the southern most
extremity of the island. St. Lucia is situated at latitude 13 N and longitude 61 W, just south of Martinique
(one of the French West Indian Islands) and north of St. Vincent. St. Lucia has an area of 512.8 square
kilometers.

The population of St. Lucia was estimated in 1980 at 120,300.

COASTLINE AND OFFSHORE AREAS

The coastline of St. Lucia is fairly varied, with roughly 29.9% of its length being cliffs and 11.5% being
sand beaches. On the east coast can be found the moderate to high energy beaches. The vegetation
varies greatly along the length of the east coast, from sea grapes and coconut trees, in some areas, to
white cedar and shrubs in other areas. The beaches on the east coast tend to be reasonably long by
West Indian standards, one being as long as 1.6 kilometers.

The sand appears to be mainly biogenic marine carbonate with a small terrigenous component. The
sand ranges from fine grained to medium grained, on occasion one type being seen on either of two
adjacent beaches. The colour ranges from light tan (mainly) to dark gray.

In addition to the long stretches of sandy beaches, the east (Windward) coast has areas of sheer
rocky coastline. The major communities of mangrove on the island are to be observed on the east coast.

The West coastline of St. Lucia is much more rugged with mountains and hills that drop off straight
into the sea. There are, however, a humber of relatively short beaches made up of medium to coarse
grained particles.

The offshore areas of St. Lucia are reasonably diverse. Unmapped grass beds can be found in water
of one to two meters depth, comprised of a large extent of Thalassia and Syringodium.
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The south-eastern coast of the island has the major fringing reef systems running from Saltibus point
southwards to Moule-a-Chique. These reefs contain a reasonable diversity of marine flora and fauna, but
are not as esthetically pleasing as the west coast patch reefs found close inshore in areas less than
twenty-five meters from shore.

HISTORY OF SEA TURTLES IN ST. LUCIA

Sea turtles have been a significant factor in the diets of the inhabitants of coastal areas of St. Lucia.
In fact some fishermen have been known to fish only for turtle during the open season (September to
April). Green Turtle, Hawksbill, Leatherback and occasionally Loggerheads are captured. The Turtle
industry of St. Lucia started circa 1937. Live Green Turtles were shipped to England and the U.S.A. up to
1941 after which time dried green turtle was shipped. Around 1949 green turtles began being imported
from Aves Island and landed at Castries; this took place during the local closed season under special
licence; up to three hundred turtles would be brought in. Some of this turtle meat was sold locally up to
1975. Turtle meat was being shipped from St. Lucia to Hamburg, Germany up to 1979 after being brought
in from Aves. Presently turtle is imported from other islands and re-exported to Germany. Bebel (1974)
guotes landing estimates for 1969 as being 17,046 kilograms of green turtle and 10,909 kilograms of
hawksbill turtle. The closed season is in effect from 1% May to 31% August, but does not apply to animals
taken outside territorial waters.

Turtles are caught in nets and when they come ashore to lay eggs, although this latter practice is
illegal. The problem is however, that though the nesting females and their eggs are protected by law,
there is no adequate means of enforcing the legislation. In addition, only hawksbill and green turtle are
protected; the legislation does not include the leatherback sea turtles.

STATE OF KNOWLEDGE OF SEA TURTLES

Only as a result of this survey is a significant amount of knowledge coming to hand about the sea
turtle population of St. Lucia. Prior to preparation for the W.A.T.S. there was in fact no attempt at a
systematic study of these animals. What little is known comes from three main sources: fishermen’s
takes, incidental observations by local sport divers, and a survey conducted by Anne Meylan and Archie
Carr in 1979.

Information from these three sources as well as the present survey indicates that there is significant
nesting activity for the green, hawksbill and leatherback turtle on the island. Most of the crawls observed
belong to leatherback sea turtles, and a few belong to hawksbill and green turtles. No crawls belonging to
loggerheads were observed.

The more active turtle fishermen however have described sea turtles which appear to fit the
description of loggerhead sea turtles.

Local fishermen and some professional dive tour leaders have given information which indicates a
reasonably large population of juvenile green sea turtles present in the waters of the south western coast
of the island. Though the magnitude of the population has not been verifies, staff members of the
Fisheries Management Unit have sighted green turtles near patch reefs on the west coast of the island.

Recently the fisheries Management Unit bought five green sea turtles from a local fisherman ranging
in weight from 7.3 kilograms to 15.2 kilograms (35.6 cm to 55.9 cm carapace length). These turtles, which
had been caught on the east coast of the island, were tagged and released on a secluded beach further
south. It is hoped that this beach would be imprinted on the turtles, and that at some subsequent time if
not caught, they will return to that beach. This was the first recorded turtle tagging experiment carried out
in St. Lucia to the best knowledge of this investigator.

One member of the Fisheries Management Unit has sighted a hawksbill hatchling in mid-October on
an east coast beach entering the sea, indicating some hawksbill nesting activity on that coast.
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Beach surveys on the east (Windward) coast of the island, have indicated a fair amount of
leatherback turtle nesting; this has been known by the inhabitants of that part of the island for some time
as shown by the number of leatherback carcasses found in Grand Anse Beach, which has a length of
1.60 kilometers and an average width of 53.2 meters.

In a period ranging from May 14, 1982 to June 16, 1982, seven leatherback carcasses were found as
well as six crescent shaped sets of tracks (indicating successful nesting and escape) and one nest with
the tracks to and from it washed away.

Interviews with fishermen suggest that the largest observations of Green and Hawksbill turtles have
been made on the west coast of St. Lucia. It is not possible to state conclusively whether these turtles
were foraging or basking. In one day in late August four green and one hawksbill were landed in the
village of Canaries. It seems fairly certain that the nesting season for turtles in St. Lucia is from May to
August each year, but there appears to be the distinct possibility that nesting may continue into mid-
September.

Fishermen have indicated the numbers of sea turtles seen, and/or captured in 1982 showed a
significant decrease relative to 1980 and a major decrease since relative to 1972. One interviewer
suggests that circa 1962 leatherback sea turtles were the least abundant in St. Lucian waters and that
nesting of green and hawksbill sea turtles may be at the same level but since there are less turtle
fishermen in evidence, indications of these turtles’ presence go more unnoticed.

METHODS

Due to temporal constraints, only two strategies were used to obtain information to prepare the
national report for St. Lucia:

1. Beach survey of known nesting beaches and potential nesting beaches,

2. Conducting personal interviews with local fishermen.

It must be acknowledged that the investigation was aided by the volunteered assistance of members
of the St. Lucia Naturalist society, particular note being made of Mr. Terry Cross who spent a number of
hours of his spare time walking beaches and visiting beaches at night in the hope of seeing emergent
turtles.

BEACH SURVEYS

Daytime visits were made to known turtle nesting beaches or beaches that were potential nesting
beaches (identification of the latter was carried out using criteria indicated by Anne Meylan in a personal
communication). These visits were all made by land and the observers walked the entire length of the
beaches. In addition to recording nesting activity and other signs of turtle presence, the observers noted
the nature of the sand (colour, grain size). This latter determination was perforce subjective, since the
facilities and knowledge base were not available for objective analysis.

A number of night watches were staged by members of the fisheries Management Unit and
volunteers from the Naturalists Society in the hope that sighting of turtle, coming to nest, would be made.
On one occasion a two-shift, twenty-hour watch was carried out nine days after finding signs of a
successful nesting which appeared to be no more than three days old. This particular watch however
proved futile.

INTERVIEW WITH FISHERMEN AND LOCAL INHABITANTS

Six local fishermen and a number of other inhabitants of different areas were interviewed to gain
information for this report. The general format found on pages 64-68 of the Sea Turtle Manual of
Research and Conservation Techniques (June 1982) was followed, but not verbatim because of the
necessity of dealing with two languages, English and Patois. Some interviews were carried out in the
same days as a number of beach surveys.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings of this survey, it is felt that the following recommendations would make a
significant contribution to the survival of the sea turtles inhabiting the waters of St. Lucia.

1. The lobster, turtle and fish protection act number 13 of 1972 should be amended such that:
a. All species of sea turtles are protected.
b. The minimum legal weight for sea turtles becomes 13.608 kilograms (30 Ibs.).
c. The closed season be from April through September.

2. There should be active enforcement of the above act.
3. St. Lucia should become a signatory to C.I.T.E.S.

4. The taking of sea turtles should be restricted except for local consumption, with a maximum
allowable yearly weight for the country.

5. A more intensive study be made the population of turtles (by species) in St. Lucian waters and a
tagging program be properly instituted.

6. Major nesting beaches should be declared natural marine sanctuaries for sea turtles and
pedestrian traffic on the sanctuaries be restricted from April through September, as well as the
renewal of sand.

7. A public education programme be developed to include all aspects of the society and to stress
the need to manage the sea turtle population so that its continued survival can be guaranteed.

TABLE 1. GEOGRAPHIC INVENTORY

Length of Coastline* 190.975 Km **
Km? of Continental Shelf Area
Seaward Extent of Jurisdictions

Territorial Sea 4.8 Km
Extended Economic Zone
Fisheries Jurisdiction 4.8 Km

Other (Describe)

* Coastline length is the measurement of the national seaward boundary of a country; i.e., the
distance from border to border for a coastal country and the distance around an island country.
** See Editor’s note (2009), Table 2
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TABLE 2. COASTAL HABITAT INVENTORY OF MARINE SHORELINE

S

6.
7.

*

*%

Km of Shoreline
Developed** Total
21.975

Marine Shoreline Characteristics*
Sand Beach (Total)
A. High Energy
B. Low Energy
Reef (exposed)
Rocks
Cliffs 57.075
Vegetation (Total)
A. Vines
B. Grasses
C. Mangroves
D. Coconut Trees
E. Other Trees or Shrubs
F. Marshes
Mouths of Lagoons, Rivers, Canals
Total Shoreline

Undeveloped

1.300
***80.350

Refer to SEA TURTLE MANUAL (Aerial Survey)
Human development or use (See MANUAL)

*** Editor's note (2009): Shoreline Total was corrected from values given in the original National Report

to reflect accuracy in summed values. Original National Report listed Total Shoreline as 190.975
Km.

TABLE 3. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.

Name of Beach Length Species Nesting Months of Recorded Nesting
In Km (use abbreviations)*

1. Grande Anse 1.60 D May, June, July

2. Cariblue 0.21 E August

3. Anse Ger 0.29 D June

4. Anse Troumassee 0.12 D? June

5. Trou I'Oranger 0.09 Cm,E? June, July

6. Anse Micoud 0.71 E?,D? June

7. Anse Chastanet 0.25 Cm, E July

8. Dennery 0.37 E July, August

9. Anse de Sables 241 Cm?,E? ?

10. Anse Commerette 0.19 Cm?,E? May, June, July ?

11. Honeymoon Cm, E ?

12. Fond d'Or 0.97 Cc?,D?,E? ?

13. Anse Lapins 0.55 Cc?, E? ?
Species* Abbreviation

Caretta caretta Cc

Chelonia mydas Cm

Dermochelys coriacea D

Eretmochelys imbricata E

Lepidochelys kempi Lk

Lepidochelys olivacea Lo
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TABLE 3A. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY (supplementary page)
Please give additional information about each nesting beach identified in Table 3. Include information
on color of sand, particle size, beach profile, backbeach vegetation, artificial lighting, etc.

Beach Sand Colour Particle Shape @ Energy Backbeach Atrtificial
Size Vegetation Light

Grande Anse* White M-F *1/4 H Shrubs, coconuts -
Cariblue Light grey M-C 1/24 L Sparse due to hotel +
Anse Ger White F 1/49 M Shrubs -
Anse White C 1/57 H Shrubs, coconuts -
Troumassee

Trou I'Oranger White K 1/5 L-M Trees, shrubs -
Anse Micoud White & Grey F 1/21 M-H Cliff -
Anse Chastanet White K 1/4 L Hotel +
Dennery White F-M 1/20 M - +
Anse de Sables White K 1/32 M Shrubs +
Anse Commerette White F 1/3 M Shrub -
Honeymoon White M-F - M Mixed -
Fond d'Or White M-F 1/50 M-H Coconut estate, -

shrubs

Anse Lapins White F 1/3 L-M - -

* Grand Anse beach has an average width of 60 meters; nearest to the sea the beach has a very steep
gradient for an average of 5 metres for the MHW line. This is the slope recorded above similarly for
Anse Commerette.

TABLE 4.1. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Grande Anse
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)

Caretta caretta

Chelonia mydas

Dermochelys coriacea 3 18 14 May; 16 June;
19 June; 29 June;
05 July; 13&14 July

Eretmochelys imbricata

Lepidochelys kempi

Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 4.2. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Cariblue
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata 1 3 31 July; 02 August
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea
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TABLE 4.3. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Anse Ger
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea 1 2 22 June
Eretmochelys imbricata
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 4.4. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Anse Troumassee
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea 1 2 22 & 26 June
Eretmochelys imbricata
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 4.5. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Trou L’oranger
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta

Chelonia mydas 1 1 22 June
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata 1 2 05 and 22 July

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 4.6. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Anse Micoud
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas ? 2 22 June
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata ? 3 22 June

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea
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TABLE 4.7. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Anse Chastanet
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas 1 3 10 July
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata 1 1 10 July

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 4.8. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Dennery
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata 1 2 10 October
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 4.9. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Anse De Sables
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta

Chelonia mydas ? ? 07 July
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata ? ? 07 July

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 4.10. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Anse Commerette
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas ? ? May, June 1982
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata ? ? May, June 1982

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea
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TABLE 4.11. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Honeymoon
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas ? ? 07 July, 1982
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata ? ? 07 July, 1982

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 4.12. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Fond D'or
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)
Caretta caretta ? ? June 1972
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea ? ? June 1972
Eretmochelys imbricata ? ? June 1972

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 4.13. NESTING CENSUS FOR BEACH: Anse Lapins
Table summarizes census data for each beach listed in Table 3. Tables numbered sequentially.

Species Number of Nests Dates of collection
Nest/Night (average) Nest/Season (estimated)

Caretta caretta ? ? June 1982
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata ? ? June 1982
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 5. AERIAL BEACH SURVEY SUMMARY

Give any additional information available from aerial surveys. Information should include ground truth
observation if conducted.

Date Beaches Surveyed Numbers of Nesting Tracks
Cc Cm D E Lk Lo No ID
14 May 1982 Anse Commerette,
Anse Lapins, Grande
Anse 2
16 May 1982 Grande Anse 5
19 May 1982 Grande Anse 1
22 June 1982 Anse Ger, Anse
Micoud, Anse
Troumassee
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05 July 1982 Grande Anse 2

13 July 1982 Grande Anse

19 July 1982 Anse de Sables

22 July 1982 Trou I'Oranger 1
Species Abbreviation

Caretta caretta Cc

Chelonia mydas Cm

Dermochelys coriacea D

Eretmochelys imbricata E

Lepidochelys kempi Lk

Lepidochelys olivacea Lo

TABLE 5. AERIAL BEACH SURVEY SUMMARY (supplementary page)

Give any additional information available from aerial surveys. Information should include ground truth
observation if conducted.

Note: Aerial surveys were not carried out. All information obtained for nesting beaches were from
ground observations and interviews.

14 May 1982 Grande Anse: in addition to 2 tracks, 4 carcasses of leatherbacks were found.
16 June 1982 Grande Anse: 3 new carcasses were found in addition to the 5 new sets of nesting

tracks.

TABLE 6. ESTIMATED POPULATION SIZE OF NESTING FEMALES

Summarize the estimated number of nesting females for the years indicated and describe methods of
estimation on the next page.

Species Year
1982 1981 1980 1979 1978 1977
Caretta caretta 2
Chelonia mydas 6
Dermochelys coriacea 22
Eretmochelys imbricata 11

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 6 ESTIMATED POPULATION OF NESTING FEMALES (supplementary page)
Please give brief details on methods of estimation for Table 6. .

Estimates for Table 6 obtained by adding estimated numbers of nests per season per beach
for all the beaches considered in Tables 4.1 to 4.13, inclusive, and assuming that each nest
represents one different female.
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TABLE 7. FORAGING AREAS INVENTORY

Name of Area
(or give coordinates)

Anse Chastanet
Cicerion

Maria Islands/ V.F.
Dennery

el NI

Species
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

Approx. Area

Species Foraging

(Km?) (use abbreviations &
approx. numbers)
Cm 30; E 10
Cm 30; E 10
Cm10;E5
Cm5

Abbreviation

Cc

Cm

D

E

Lk

Lo

Nature of Evidence
(observation, fishery, incidental
catch)
Observation; incidental catch
Observation
Observation; incidental catch
Fishery

TABLE 8.1 TURTLE SPECIES PRESENT ON FORAGING AREAS: Anse Chastanet

Please complete one of these tables for each of the areas identified in Table 7. Number each table as
enumerated in Table 7 (7-1, 7-2, etc.).

Species

Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

Month

FM A MJI J

X X

X X

Months of
Greatest Activity

A S O N D

September

September

TABLE 8.2 TURTLE SPECIES PRESENT ON FORAGING AREAS: Cicerion

Please complete one of these tables for each of the areas identified in Table 7. Number each table as
enumerated in Table 7 (7-1, 7-2, etc.).

Species

Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

Month

FMAMJ

X

Months of
Greatest Activity

J A S O N D
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TABLE 8.3 TURTLE SPECIES PRESENT ON FORAGING AREAS: Maria Island
Please complete one of these tables for each of the areas identified in Table 7. Number each table as
enumerated in Table 7 (7-1, 7-2, etc.).

Species Month Months of
Greatest Activity
J FMA MJ J A S OND
Caretta caretta

Chelonia mydas X X ?
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata X X ?

Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 8.4 TURTLE SPECIES PRESENT ON FORAGING AREAS: Dennery
Please complete one of these tables for each of the areas identified in Table 7. Number each table as
enumerated in Table 7 (7-1, 7-2, etc.).

Species Month Months of
Greatest Activity
J FMA MJ J A S OND
Caretta caretta
Chelonia mydas X ?
Dermochelys coriacea
Eretmochelys imbricata
Lepidochelys kempi
Lepidochelys olivacea

TABLE 10. NATURAL MORTALITY

Life Stage Unit Species (abbrev.)* Causes** Extent of Mortality (%

of Unit)

Nests/eggs Cc,Cm,D, E Dogs, human intervention, pigs 70

Hatchlings Cc,Cm, D*** | E Unknown ?

Juveniles Unknown Unknown

Adults (in water) Cc,Cm,D, E Human intervention (fishing or 25-40

incidental catch)
Nesting females Cc,Cm,D, E Human intervention 50
Species* Abbreviation

Caretta caretta Cc

Chelonia mydas Cm

Dermochelys coriacea D

Eretmochelys imbricata E

Lepidochelys kempi Lk

Lepidochelys olivacea Lo

** Natural mortality causes may include: Beach erosion of nests; egg and/or nestling predation by
crabs, wild animals, seabirds, etc.; disease; sharks and other predators at sea, etc.

*** Editor's note (2009): In the original National Report this item was coded “C”; the Editor assumed a
coding error and changed it to “D” based on the species codes available and other table entries.

St. Lucia National Report, WATS I Vol 3, pages 370-380



TABLE 10A. NATURAL MORTALITY (supplementary page for additional biological data)

Please report below, and on additional pages, if necessary, additional data obtained or available such
as measurements (length, width, weight) of adult females, adult males, hatchlings, numbers of eggs per
nest, hours of nesting, hours and conditions of hatchlings, etc.

Below are data on carcasses, tracks and live turtles observed.

Total length Carapace Width (m) Weight Width of track (m) Sex
(m) length
Dermochelys coriacea
1.38 * 0.85 * ** F
1.45 * 0.80 * o F
*% *% *% *% 15 F
* 1.48 N.C. * ** F
o 1.3 0.80 * o F
1.85 15 0.85 * o F
*% *% *% *% 17 F
*% *% *% *%* 15 F
1.70 14 0.85 * ok F
1.65 1.45 0.65 * ** F
*% *% *% * 176 F
Chelonia mydas
* 0.43 * 9.53 * *
* 0.36 * 9.48 * *
* 0.56 * 15.20 * *
* 0.48 * 11.34 * *
* 0.48 * 11.34 * *
* Not determined
** Unavailable for measurement
TABLE 11. LANDING SITES FOR TURTLES AND TURTLE PRODUCTS
Name of Port or Site Species Fishing Gear Months of Numbers &
Landed Used Landings Weights
(use abbrev) (estimate)
1. Castries Cm "Turtle net" September 5
2. Canaries Cm, E Net September 4;1
3. Vieux Fort Cm Net September, 4
November
Species Abbreviation
Caretta caretta Cc
Chelonia mydas Cm
Dermochelys coriacea D
Eretmochelys imbricata E
Lepidochelys kempi Lk
Lepidochelys olivacea Lo

St. Lucia National Report, WATS I Vol 3, pages 370-380



TABLE 18. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS CONCERNED WITH TURTLE CONSERVATION
| MANAGEMENT / UTILIZATION

Institution or Organization No. of Activities in Progress
Name And Address Active
Members
Fisheries Management Unit 10 WATS, Turtle Survey

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries
and Co-Operatives

Saint Lucia

Saint Lucia Naturalists Society Aid Fisheries Management unit with WATS
Castries Survey

Saint Lucia

TABLE 20. REGULATORY AUTHORITY
Indicate all entities with statutory responsibilities (e.g., Fisheries Departments and Ministries, Police,
Coast Guard, etc.)

Name and Address of Budget Allocation | No. of Staff Assigned | Comments on Levels of
Organization to Turtles to Turtles Enforcement

Fisheries Management Unit Nil 1 Manpower not available
Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, for proper enforcement
Fisheries and Co-Operatives
Saint Lucia
Royal Saint Lucia Police Force Nil Nil
Saint Lucia

TABLE 20A. REGULATORY AUTHORITY (supplementary page)
Please list National, regional, and local legislation concerning turtle management and conservation.
List title, date, and stated purpose.

Fish, Lobster and turtle Protection Act No. 13 of 1971.

TABLE 21. NATIONAL RESEARCH PROJECTS
List turtle research activities funded within your country.

Project Title Date Name and Address of Institution & Chief
Start End Investigator
WATS Turtle Survey May 1982 Ongoing | Peter A. Murray
Fisheries Management Unit, Ministry of
Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries and Co-Operatives
Saint Lucia

St. Lucia National Report, WATS I Vol 3, pages 370-380
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Beginning May 14, 1562, & sea turtle stody of 3i. iucic wes sendu:ted,
This study bad to ™ spread over & five mooik period minoe it was oot possitle
for the jpwesiisstioc tc tm carried gut iz 8 mhort intansive shudy. The pure
powe of this study wms 46 sbialn dita to oompleiv m Batiohal yepert of 3, lucis
for thy Bute Atlenisc Tu-tle Sympomium (MekoTefe) to be Dell in July 19
in S Jobe, Owsia Rica.
s Polloning guidelinec ware weed to collsct the datas
fe Comsluct sureeys of the sarihe sherelior of 31, fuciae
B Becerd Al wigr o' sas turtle trackx mnl nesis or newting
beaches 1o deterzine the avtart of nestin; actiwity.
b.  Benord the iypez of gherelins preset « to record actual
or potantial asa turile sestin; beaches.

2=  Capile all swailible data to determing the ctatus of mes tarsle
pegulationa.

3a  Tview presint eonmirvatatn e msnscutest procTems in recart to
»as turtles.

4o Determine pociomgcanamic importatcs of ses turtles.

S+ Faln recousnlstioce 10 M1p pravcte the survival status of ma
fwurtls populstians jokabiting the serritorial wmters of 5t lucia.

EECRA STOTRPANIT SMCETIMC: CF ST, WICIA

2ts lncis §9 & Bevly independmnt Batian, samprising of the main ialand
sdjetned by four (4) islets, Pigess Islet io the Kortbwst wme recertly joined
to the mainland by » cpuss—vay, Mt Ialacd Juat Lorthwest of the sapital ety
o Camtries end the two Mards Ialets o the sast of tie Souihers Bost extrecity
o the tnlant. St. Lusip i wituased at lattitade 13K and lenpatude 613,
ot sauih of Martinique (eme of the Prench Weet Iodian Jelenda) scd Korib of
M. Paeant, St. lusie Ms o aren of 597.0 square kilewmsters,

e popuistiso of Bt. Lecis was setismted im 91980 st 1XOXU,

te fish mily for turile during the epmn sesstn (Septecber to dprill.

Gress Twrtle, Heaksbill, Leatherback and eocesi mally soee Logrertesls

& captured, Toe tartle dadwtry of 2t. Incle started gires 1931. Live
Oresn Tariles were shipped tc Fnglend and ihe VuSeds wp to 1541 aftar
whieh time dried grow wmrtle wms shipped. Arooad 1545 gree turtlss beow. being
superted frow sves Island smd lapded at Castrien; thie tock plece during
aha lucal clossd Seaste mder sapecial liceoee; oy to three hodred Wriles
would be brougtt in. Same of thix turile meat vaz sold loeally wp to 1975
Surtle wn being sbippad frem Bte lucia #0 Baaburg, Germmy op 0 1979 afler
baing Mreuwskt io frae dves. Presectly turtile is aported fra other sslanie
md re-sxperted 1o Germany. Mebel (1974} quetes landinr estimsten for 19-¢
as Waing 17045 Hilograms of grews turtls sbd 10900 kilosrees o Bewkebill
furtle. The clowsd sassan ix in #7fact frax 1t Kay 40 st dugmst, Tut
dess B0t a3ply to mhimals takmp outaide serritorial weters.

farties are semght ib 8ots moi wban thay cooe ashore 1o iny #orw,
althoust thiz latter practice in illegal. ke protler $» Bowever, that ke
*he sopting femplen gnd Wheir o7gw are prowctsd by law, Wre is ab siecustwe
means of enforeing the Jegialistic:. In sddition i) hawkalill ard gresn
turkle am protecisd, e laZielation doss not include lestberteck ass Suriles.

s oF T Lmlooa LT

Gnly an & Tesult of this survey is s wisnificet somt of Emowlecos
smming to hand sbeut tha sen turtle populations of 51, luciss Praor to pre-
paratier for the Wud.7.5. thers waa infect meo atiennt wt & systemtic studr
of thewe smimals, Wt Little ix @owb couss frec thowe Dais SOUrvRs, Til A=
s fakes, incidental observatiens by local spert divers md & murvey ooo-
ducted Yy Axme Moyl md Archis Carr in 1975,

Juformatio: frac these thret souroes as well a» the prepart survey
indicates that there is & significent newting astivity for the creen, hauksbill
and laptherback tortls an the ipland, Nopt &f the orewls shearved helonpwd
1% loatheriuck nos turiles, and 4 fov belenged 3¢ haakobill and grem surtles.
¥e srewls Wimzing tv logoerieads were slmerved.

T move active turtls Cisdermen hewwver hawe descrited ses turtles
Wik appexr to £it the dascriptin of logerbest ses turtles.

The ocestline of M. lacia iz fairly waried, witt roughly 29.97 of
1ts leagth being oliffs mmd 11,9 Wing eend beaches. On the sast ecust
omn W found the moderets 10 Ligh snergy Weaches. The wagetatitn variss
gyeatly almy the lengih of tbe sasti soast, frax Nea grapss mnd cococot
treas, Iin some aress, o white osdar snd shrubs i oiker areas, The
beackes om tha susi oosst tand tc b reaswbably long by seat lofian eten-
dards cue being e long se 1.4 lometres.

e sand appenrs to e sainly dopenic sarise carbonate sitil & mmall
Serrigencus compmwet. Toe wand ranges free fane ~Tained o mdios graned,
=® otoasicn oot type being seer an either of twe adjaceri Waches. The coleuar
ranges Tron lizht tar {(maizly) to dark gray.

In additiom te the len: stretches of wardy beach, the smmt (miniwere)
oonst has areas of sheer recky ocastline. ¥He major cossunitiss of man rove
m the island are to b obeervad oo the east coast.

The West constline of St. lucis is much more russed Witk megrtaine
and halls that drep off strailh: A0t the sa. Thers a~e howaver a number
or relatively short sandy besches, made up of medin- ¢ gourse prained pare
Halen.

The affalors areas of St. lusis mw bly d in oress
Beds can W fomd 10 mter af @nt 10 wwo meters depik, cemprissd of & large
sximt Falsssis el Fringedive.

e scuttepartary scart of the lslend bas the majtor finging res! griten-
rwmniagz fros Saltitos Peint southuerds to NeuleweeChigue. Rwsr Teefs ome
tain & reasmable dlveruity of marine flors amd Faums, Dut are ROt an ectie=

tically pleasing as the wesi ooust patal reafs feut? clowe inshore ir aress
lasa than tumtyfive mnives from shore.

ST o 1} [F.9
Bon Turtles have bown 3 aignifisant facter A0 U diets »f the tndavi-
Sats of ssasts) aress of By, lutis. Iz fast maow fisanen have Wen Bow

Looa) figtermen wod some profesciemal dive tour leaders buve given
{nformatian whiok indieates a reastbebly large populstien of Juwanile grean
ooa turtiss presant io We waters of the sout: wecterc coast of the laland.
Toough the Sugnitede of the prpulatis bas not beem verafied, Fial? weber:
o« the Pisbaries Menpguear:t Uit have pightad grest LWrilel Dear patct rels
@ the wmat voadt of the jelmuds

1y ihe Pi Tnit Boucht five grodh s Surtlec
fren & Jocal fichermen yss[anp i weight fror 7.5 kilogrm 0 15.2 kalogrec
(35.6 wm to 559 em vepapase lengit). Thase wurtles, wback had dewr vau:ht
- the oust coamt of the island, wire tagred and releassd m & weclded
Seact furtber mouth. It is heped ihat tlus st would be impruinted o the
Surtlea, and that at some subsequant tise if not ceuskt, they will retmx
$c that beack, This wes the first recordsd furile taliin. experimert earried
mt ih 5t. Lucia 0 the Bepl imowledge of thix investigatots

Goe mander of the Pizheries Mabaswemnt Urii bac sizhtet » Dawksbill
Bateblicg in mid Oetober @ an onst coast Beach szterizg the oes, indicatin:
o basksbill aeeting ativity s that coast,

Meach surveys an thr sant {Windwnrd) ssaxi of 49 ialmd, have inilosted
w fair amowmt of lepthertpol Surile sagiing] 1hie hac besr Mmown B) e Ankae
ht-nldlln-rll'ﬂlllhnﬁrern-tmuﬁ—wm-hrd
1sstberback caroatste fOumsd in Orend Ases Beach, whick has s lengftk of 1.8
diossters md b eversge wilth of 5.2 evtres.

I & perict renging frem Kay 14, 1992, to Jmae 18, 19€2, swver lagther-
baok surfvastes wire Toumd as W1l sa iz cresciei shaped sets of trmeks
(indieating wrul -d } v mne Aol with the trmoks to
od frox it washed Y.

Daterviows with fisherman sugpest that the largest chmrvatioms of
Oreen ang Eaaltsbill tutlea have dear muls & the west coart of Bt. lacis.
It ia aet pimaibls 0 staw omclumively swhether these turtles were forucing
o ‘maicizg. I aas day in late Jagust four gredn wnd ome hmikehill wre
lwndnd is the villege of Camaries,

T+ semmt fuirly sertain that the DRSS s Tor wuryles iz St. lacy
- a
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is from Nay tc dugurt sact year, but ihere azpears to be the distinet POES1—
S lity that nesting sy owntinue inte sdd-Geptamber.

Fiaheraan beve indfosted that the nubers of sca turtler sem:, and/or
saptured 1o 1562 abewn s wmignificant decremm relotive 10 1960 mnd & major
decrasse relative 40 1977, One interviewsr sugreets that Lires 1902
Inatarbac! ses turtles were the loast abundant ic St Iocisc waiers wnd
thai nestines of preen end hawkabill ses turtlee na - be st the wioc lewel
but sinee there wee leges urtle fisherman in eridemor, indicatiacs of thasc
turtles presknce go morw unmoticsd,

| Sy v opely

D to tarporal SeEniTaints, W1y tMc siratesics were used for citoivin-
icformation to preapmre the nationa) peport for St. lusiag

Te  Bhsct surveys of Kiow mestirs beastar md potentia® megtics bescl.z,

2+ Conducting persaral inserviews with local Tig ermen.

It must be aelmowledoe tiel the irvezlization wor aited By the velumic
assistanor of waglere of the 5t. Iucis Nsturalists Society, particular rcwe

ing made of kv, Tervy Cross whe spert a zupber o hezss of bir space tire

wmiking deacher snd wimitin: beaches st rigtt 40 the lepw of seess: spe--e,?
turtles,

b - SR oy 44

Daytime visits wore made tc kmown turtle nestin: beacher s beusher 42 o>
wire potestial meciing beschas (ldemtifioaticr. £f tre latter wms carried tut
uting criteria indicated Yy dnne Xayler in  persmc] commicutine). Thesc
visite wre all npde %y L mnd the obwervers walked the ectise le=ptk of the
btaches. Tn siditien to receyding mesting artivaty and other migre of tustie
Presanoa, the cbeervers moted the Datwe of dthe mend (oplour, grman s:sel:r
thin latter detercintior Wi perforoe mubjective, winoe the facilitisr anc
fnovledpe bars wis not gvailable for sbyeetive smalymin.

for ses tubtles and pedestrien traffic & the sanctuaries =
rextricted fros April through September, as will as the wneval

o sandl.
Pregrammi
Te A4 public ﬁuutsuab drveloped te iseluds all espects of the

pociety and to wrresz the need to manale the pEa turtls popu=
Iation we that 3te conticusd wurviva) san be guarantesd,

4 ousber of “night wmrches™ wmre stagwd by merbers of the Pinheriec
Razugsiori Gnit wnd voluntesrs from the Npturslinte Society in the hope that
sighting of turiles, poming te B, would be wada, On ene cocasion & two-
Bift, hwnity beur watch was varrisd out aine days afier finding signs of o
succassful sestin. whith sppears? ic be A0 more thar thres days old, Teir
particular wtch howsver proved futile.

deternew wt Paotesme anc local jnrabtenis

Siy loca® Jisherwar anc g sumber o pther inhab:tarta of differest
ATGat werw iDterMi®wed $0 guin information for thic renort. The gereryt
Torwet found o pares G4 ~ 6f of the Sea Tusile Mamupl of Mesearch and
Coversatio Tectzigue (Juts 19600 wme Tollowel, but pot wirkatis becasee
of the necessity of dsaling with twe languages, Enzlisk snd Patois. S
intarvimE were oarried tut ir thLe #axe days &5 & Durber of tie beggt ez,

BECO ITATITNG
Based @ the findingw o thas survey, it is feli tiai the followins
Fecomrendatios woull make g eigmificent satriution te the murvive of
the sea turtles inbabiting the matere of St. luciae
e The lobster, furtle and fislh proetection mot number 13 ef 1972 mroid
s smoended muck that:
&» Al] wpeciss of pes turiles are proteciad,
be Tt moimm legal waight for ses turties becomes 15460f K loras
(X Ina).
S+ T olewed seaser be Trom ARri} throuch Swptamber.

2> 'There ghocld be active enforoesent of e above act,
3 51, lucis sbould wcome & nisnatory t0 Cul.Tul.S.

4« Te talang of wes furtles should be restricted oxcart for local
cansusrtio:, with & magimuz allowmtle yorrly wmight Tor the GRUrirY.

5+ 4 wore intensive study be made of the populatien &f turtles (oy
species) in B¢, lucimwmters md o fagmng proven be properly
inntituted,

6. Xajor sesting beacher sbould e deciared gatural marine sanctuaries

Cowntry

Langth of ComstMmer . . . . ¥RTS . . . ... ... ..., [

Ko of Continente] SROTF APBE o o o v v s s e a s v oo e ™
Sammard Extant of Jurlsdiction:

Territorta) Sea . . .. ... .88 L L L L L L., 173

Extordded Cconmmic Iane . . . & o - 4 s o v b s s r b b4 e s “»

4.8
Flishorion Suriscdietiod . . . . . & v v v o v v av s s s b i

Other (Descrive) v e K>

TABLE 1.  GEOGRAPHIC TwyENTORY

* Comttiing longth 15 Y messvramant of the mational ssavard b y
*f 3 country; t.e,, the distance from border to bevder for 5 coastal
camtry snd the Hstanoe srewnd an 15 land cowntry.
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