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With a grant from the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service, WIDECAST has digitized the data-
bases and proceedings of the Western Atlantic Turtle Symposium (WATS) with the hope that 
the revitalized documents might provide a useful historical context for contemporary sea turtle 
management and conservation efforts in the Western Atlantic Region. 
 
With the stated objective of serving “as a starting point for the identification of critical areas where 
it will be necessary to concentrate all efforts in the future”, the first Western Atlantic Turtle Sym-
posium convened in Costa Rica (17-22 July 1983), and the second in Puerto Rico four years later 
(12-16 October 1987). WATS I featured National Reports from 43 political jurisdictions; 37 pre-
sented at WATS II.  
 
WATS I opened with these words:  “The talks which we started today have the multiple purpose 
of bringing our knowledge up to date about the biological peculiarities of the marine turtle popula-
tions of the western Atlantic; to know and analyse the scope of the National Reports prepared by 
the scientific and technical personnel of more than thirty nations of the region; to consider options 
for the orderly management of marine turtle populations; and in general to provide an adequate 
forum for the exchange of experiences among scientists, administrators, and individuals inter-
ested in making contributions for the preservation of this important natural resource.” 
 
A quarter-century has passed, and the results of these historic meetings have been lost to sci-
ence and to a new generation of managers and conservationists. Their unique importance in 
providing baseline data remains unrecognized, and their potential as a “starting point” is neither 
known nor appreciated.  
 
The proceedings document what was known at the time concerning the status and distribution of 
nesting and foraging habitat, population size and trend, mortality factors, official statistics on 
exploitation and trade, estimated incidental catch, employment dependent on turtles, mariculture 
operations, public and private institutions concerned with conservation and use, legal aspects 
(e.g. regulations, enforcement, protected areas), and active research projects. In most cases it 
was the first time a national sea turtle assessment had been conducted.  
 
Despite the potential value of this information to agencies responsible for conducting stock 
assessments, monitoring recovery trends, and safeguarding critical habitat in the 21st century, 
the hand-written National Reports, largely illegible in the published proceedings, have slipped into 
obscurity. To help ensure the legacy of these symposia, we have digitized the entire proceedings, 
including the National Reports, plenary presentations and panels, and annotated bibliographies of 
both meetings, and posted them online at http://www.widecast.org/What/RegionalPrograms.html. 
 
Each article has been scanned from the original document.  Errors in the scan have been cor-
rected; however, to be true to the original content (as closely as we can discern it), potential 
errors of content have not been corrected.  This article should be cited: 
 
Morris, K. 1984. National Report for Saint Vincent & the Grenadines, pp.381-385. In: Bacon, P., 
F. Berry, K. Bjorndal, H. Hirth, L. Ogren and M. Weber (Editors), Proceedings of the First Western 
Atlantic Turtle Symposium, 17-22 July 1983, San José, Costa Rica. Volume III: The National 
Reports. RSMAS Printing, Miami. 
 

Karen L. Eckert 
WIDECAST Executive Director 

June 2009 

http://www.widecast.org/What/RegionalPrograms.html�
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Figure 1. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines – W.A.T.S. National Report Study Area.1

                                                 
1  Editor’s note (2009):  Maps and figures are reprinted exactly as they appear in the original WATS I 
Proceedings (Bacon et al. 1984); we regret the poor quality exhibited in some cases. 
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COUNTRY: SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 
 

TABLE 1. GEOGRAPHIC INVENTORY 
 
Length of Coastline*       180 Km 
Km2 of Continental Shelf Area    2,484 Km 
Seaward Extent of Jurisdictions  
     Territorial Sea           5 Km 
     Extended Economic Zone  
     Fisheries Jurisdiction           5 Km 
     Other (Describe)  
  
  
* Coastline length is the measurement of the national seaward boundary of a country; i.e., the distance  
   from border to border for a coastal country and the distance around an island country. 
 

 
 
TABLE 2. COASTAL HABITAT INVENTORY OF MARINE SHORELINE 
 
 Km of Shoreline 

Marine Shoreline Characteristics* Undeveloped Developed** Total 
1.   Sand Beach (Total) 90.00 30.00 120.00 
      A. High Energy 55.00 10.00 65.00 
      B. Low Energy 35.00 20.00 55.00 
2.   Reef (exposed) 7.00 0.00 7.00 
3.   Rocks 3.00 0.00 3.00 
4.   Cliffs 1.00 0.00 1.00 
5.   Vegetation (Total) 4.50 0.00 4.50 
      A. Vines 0.00 0.00 0.00 
      B. Grasses 0.00 0.00 0.00 
      C. Mangroves 0.50 0.00 0.50 
      D. Coconut Trees 4.00 0.00 4.00 
      E. Other Trees or Shrubs 0.00 0.00 0.00 
      F. Marshes 0.00 0.00 0.00 
6.   Mouths of Lagoons, Rivers, Canals 0.00 0.00 0.00 
7.   Total Shoreline 105.50 ***30.00 ***135.50 
    
*    Refer to SEA TURTLE MANUAL (Aerial Survey) 
**  Human development or use (See MANUAL) 
*** Editor’s note (2009): Totals corrected from original to reflect accuracy in summed values  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

St. Vincent & Grenadines National Report, WATS I Vol. 3, pages 381-385 

TABLE 2A. MARINE HABITAT INVENTORY OF BOTTOM TYPES (supplementary page) 
 

Habitat Bottom Types Km2 of Habitat 
 Inside 25m (shoreward) Outside 25m (shoreward) 
1.  Sand 200 725 
2.  Mud 75  
3.  Rocks   
4.  Submerged Vegetation 300 300 - 795 
5.  Reefs (Total)   
     A.  Fringing Reefs   
     B.  Patch Reefs   
6. Other:    

 
 
TABLE 3.1. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Saint Vincent Island 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations) * 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
  1.  Richmond Beach 1.50 E  
  2.  Chateau Belair Bay 0.70 E  
  3.  Petit Border Bay 0.20 E  
  4.  Troumaka Bay 0.20 E  
  5.  Cumberland Bay    0.20 E  
  6.  Wallilabou Bay  0.15 E  
  7.  Kearton's Bay 0.08 E  
  8.  Peter's Hope Bay  0.10 E  
  9.  Mount Wynn Bay 0.30 E  
10.  Lowman's Bay 0.20 E  
11.  Brighton Bay   0.35 D, E   
12.  Stubbs Bay 0.20 D, E  
13.  Biabou Bay 0.25 D, E  
14.  South Union Bay 0.50 E  
15.  Georgetown Bay 1.50 D, E  
16.  Sandy Bay 0.50 E  
  

Species * Abbreviation 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 
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TABLE 3.2. NESTING BEACH INVENTORY: Grenadines 
List beaches in geographic sequence. Provide additional information on following page.  
 
Name of Beach Length 

In Km 
Species Nesting  

(use abbreviations) * 
Months of Recorded 

Nesting 
  1.  Miss Irene 0.20 E  
  2.  Campbell   0.10 E  
  3.  Chapman Bay 0.50 E  
  4.  Bloody Bay 0.50 E  
  5.  Raffal  0.50 Cm, E April - August 
  6.  Frigate Island 0.15 Cm, E April - August 
  7.  Richmond Beach 0.75 Cm, E April - August 
  8.  Spring Beach 0.20 Cm, E April - August 
  9.  Friendship Beach 0.15 Cm, E April - August 
10.  Adams Beach 0.10 Cm, E April - August 
  

Species * Abbreviation 
Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE  3A.  NESTING BEACH INVENTORY (Supplementary page) 

Please give additional information about each nesting beach identified in Table 3. Include information 
on color of sand, particle size, beach profile, backbeach vegetation, artificial lighting, etc.  

 
All beaches on St. Vincent are of black sand. Profiles are gentle. There is little variation in vegetation.  
 
Artificial lighting is present only on young island beaches where there is significant development.  
 
All beaches in the Grenadines are of white sand.  

 
 
TABLE 7. FORAGING AREAS INVENTORY 
 

Name of Area 
(or give coordinates) 

Approx. 
Area 
(Km2) 

Species Foraging 
(use abbreviations & 

approx. numbers) 

Nature of Evidence 
(observation, fishery, incidental catch) 

1.  Baliceaux Island 
(61° W; 12° 4' N) 

 Cm, E Observation, fishery, and incidental 

2.  Canouan Island  
(61° 35'  W; 12° 35' N) 

 Cm, E Observation, fishery, and incidental 

3.  Union Island  
(60° 10' W; 12° 55' N) 

 Cm, E Observation, fishery, and incidental 

4.  Mistique Island  
(60° 12' W; 12° 51 N)   

 Cm, E Observation, fishery, and incidental 

  
Species  Abbreviation 

Caretta caretta Cc 
Chelonia mydas Cm 
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TABLE 7. FORAGING AREAS INVENTORY 
 
Dermochelys coriacea D 
Eretmochelys imbricata E 
Lepidochelys kempi    Lk 
Lepidochelys olivacea   Lo 

 
 
TABLE 16A. Employment Dependent on Turtles (supplementary page) 
 

In addition to marketed products, it is estimated that the following are taken annually from beaches or 
at sea for subsistence use: 
 

A:  Subsistence exploitation 
 

1. Estimated number of eggs: 10,000 
2. Estimated number of nesting females: 7 
3. Number of turtles caught at sea: 7 
 
 

B:  Social aspects 
 

In addition to the described fishery activities, exploitation of turtles may be permitted in some 
countries according to special rights or privileges extended to certain groups of people. If such 
specialized turtle exploitation exists, please give details (i.e., beach rights, ethnic traditions, specific 
seasons of the year, special permits, etc.).   

 
No employment dependent exclusively on turtles. Craftsmen are involved only for supplemental 

employment and have skills such as plumbing, carpentry, masonry, hotel waiters. Figures are difficult 
to obtain for this table.  
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