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With a grant from the U.S. National Marine Fisheries Service, WIDECAST has digitized the data-
bases and proceedings of the Western Atlantic Turtle Symposium (WATS) with the hope that
the revitalized documents might provide a useful historical context for contemporary sea turtle
management and conservation efforts in the Western Atlantic Region.

With the stated objective of serving “as a starting point for the identification of critical areas where
it will be necessary to concentrate all efforts in the future”, the first Western Atlantic Turtle Sym-
posium convened in Costa Rica (17-22 July 1983), and the second in Puerto Rico four years later
(12-16 October 1987). WATS | featured National Reports from 43 political jurisdictions; 37 pre-
sented at WATS Il

WATS | opened with these words: “The talks which we started today have the multiple purpose
of bringing our knowledge up to date about the biological peculiarities of the marine turtle popula-
tions of the western Atlantic; to know and analyse the scope of the National Reports prepared by
the scientific and technical personnel of more than thirty nations of the region; to consider options
for the orderly management of marine turtle populations; and in general to provide an adequate
forum for the exchange of experiences among scientists, administrators, and individuals inter-
ested in making contributions for the preservation of this important natural resource.”

A quarter-century has passed, and the results of these historic meetings have been lost to sci-
ence and to a new generation of managers and conservationists. Their unique importance in
providing baseline data remains unrecognized, and their potential as a “starting point” is neither
known nor appreciated.

The proceedings document what was known at the time concerning the status and distribution of
nesting and foraging habitat, population sizes and trends, mortality factors, official statistics on
exploitation and trade, estimated incidental catch, employment dependent on turtles, mariculture
operations, public and private institutions concerned with conservation and use, legal aspects
(e.g. regulations, enforcement, protected areas), and active research projects.

Despite the potential value of this information to agencies responsible for conducting stock
assessments, monitoring recovery trends, safeguarding critical habitat, and evaluating conserva-
tion successes in the 21st century, the National Reports submitted to WATS Il were not included
in the published proceedings and, until now, have existed only in the private libraries of a handful
of agencies and symposium participants. To help ensure the legacy of these symposia, we have
digitized the entire proceedings — including National Reports, plenary presentations and panels,
species synopses, and annotated bibliographies from both meetings — and posted them online at
http://www.widecast.org/What/RegionalPrograms.html.

Each article has been scanned from the original document. Errors in the scan have been cor-
rected; however, to be true to the original content (as closely as we can discern it), potential
errors of content have not been corrected. This article can be cited (with the number of pages
based on the layout of the original document) as:

Wilkins, R. and A. Barret. 1987. National Report to WATS 1l for St. Kitts and Nevis. Prepared for
the Second Western Atlantic Turtle Symposium (WATS II), 12-16 October 1987, Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico. Doc. 055. 33 pages.

Karen L. Eckert
WIDECAST Executive Director
June 2009
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1. INTRODUCTION

During the last decade, sea turtle fishing in St. Kitts and Nevis has never been more than a
subsistence level. Of the approximately 650 fishermen engaged in the fishing industry, only about
40 are engaged in the turtle fishery. Turtles are generally taken by the use of nets specifically
designed for this purpose, ranging in length from 50 to 75 feet, 7 to 10 feet deep, and carry a
mesh size of about 8 to 10 inches. Some turtles are taken during spear fishing or more traditional-
ly during nesting. Four species of turtles are known to be nesting on beaches in St. Kitts/Nevis.
These are: (i) the green turtle (Chelonia mydas), (ii) the hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), (iii)
the leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), and the occasional (iv) loggerhead (Caretta caretta).

Since 1948, regulations have been developed and tailored to protect the harvesting of turtles
under twenty (20) pounds in weight and the harvesting, interference and possession of any turtle
product during the closed season observed 1st June through September 30th annually. New
harmonized regulations developed by the O.E.C.S. countries proposes a moratorium on the turtle
fishery but have not yet been made law in St. Kitts/Nevis. No trade between the islands has been
developed for the turtle products from St. Kitts/Nevis except for the occasional sale of shells to
buyers from neighbouring islands. Since WATS | in 1983, turtles have been observed to be
relatively low in aboundance around St. Kitts/Nevis.

2. NESTING BEACHES AND ACTIVITY

Situations have changed since tropical storm Clause in 1984. Beaches on the leeward side of
the islands have been suffering serious erosion problems. Hence, turtles seem to be attracted to
the larger of the remote beaches. Examples can be seen where the once popular Penney Beach
in Nevis and the Sandy Point Beach in St. Kitts with a normal 100-150 feet stretch of sand be-
tween the shoreline and back beach vegetation are now subjected to emergecy conservation
measures. The beaches that are most used by turtles are those beaches on the South East
Peninsular. Access to most of those beaches is mainly by boat. Access is expected to be much
easier with Government's proposal to develop that area for tourism with the construction of a
penetration road proposed to start within the near future. Previous nestings were either taken by
humans or ravaged by wild animals.

3. IMPORTANT FORAGING AREAS

Turtles are seen almost everywhere by divers and seine fishermen. The more popular areas,
however, are Dieppe Bay to Sandy Point, Old Road to Basseterre, the entire Peninsular, Conaree
to Cayon in St. Kitts. In Nevis, Black Bay, Indian Castle, and Charles Town to New Castle. More
turtles are observed in foraging areas close to nesting beaches on the Peninsula.

4. RESEARCH CONDUCTED

Through the assistance of WATS Il, research has been conducted through this nesting
season to determine:

(1) The number of nesting females by species
(2) Nest protection and emergence counts

(3) Harvest mortality and market activities

(4) Observation of non-nesting females

The research was conducted separately for for both islands. (See report attached for Nevis).
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4.1. Strateqy

Two of the more active beaches in St. Kitts were selected at Sandy Point (Caribbean site)
and Conaree (Atlantic site). Two beach observers were hired to monitor these beaches. The
beaches were sectioned and monitored randomly during May 3™ and September 30", which
incorporated the regulated closed season June 1% through September 30". Observers were
provided with the necessary facilities and instructed by the National Representative on procedual
matters. Measurements were taken using the curved method. Regular checks were made with
observers to straighten out problems that might develop.

4.2. Findings

Surprisingly to date no turtles have nested on the popular Sandy Point beach. No turtles have
been caught neither before nor during the nesting season, but juveniles (hawksbill and green)
were observed within the foraging areas of Sandy Point. At Conaree, turtles started nesting from
late April until the middle of August (see Appendix). Each nesting was recorded and measure-
ments were taken from those that were possible. No false tracks were made and to date over 18
turtles have nested including one hawksbill. Most nests were discovered the next day. Attempts
were made to obliterate the area after taking physical marks of the nest. The nests were soon
discovered within a day or two and eggs taken by locals. Prior to and during the survey period
two turtles (Dc) were taken by locals, but were taken before the closed season.

5. MARKET STUDY

A market study was conducted for St. Kitts for 1986-1987 based on information supplied by
the fishermen; over 50 turtles were caught during the period. These include hawksbill, green,
loggerhead and leatherback turtles. All the meat was consumed locally and shells from the
hawksbill either sold to a buyer from neighbouring islands or sold to a local buyer who sells to an
outside buyer.

6. CONCLUSION

This might have been a bad year for nesting females but, from information gathered, turtle
stocks in this part of the region are on the decline. Establishing erosion control measures might
never bring back beaches for the nesting of turtles. The O.E.C.S. countries should be encouraged
to implement the harmonized regulations giving effect to the moratorium on sea turtle fishing.
Steps should be taken to encourage this to the wider Caribbean countries.

St. Kitts and Nevis National Report to WATS II (1987)



STATUS OF THE TURTLE FISHERY AND RESEARCH PROJECT

Nevis is basically an agricultural community with farming and fishing providing employment
for the majority of its citizens.

According to the 1980 census, the population of Nevis is approximately 9,000; it has dropped
drastically due to migration. Out of the present population some four hundred and fifty (450)
persons are engaged in the fishing industry. The mode of fishing is somewhat multiple.

Traditional artisanal fishing is still practised amongst the fishermen on the island. An approxi-
mate total of twenty (20) fishermen are fully engaged in turtle fishing, while others occasionally
catch them, especially when engaged in spear fishing.

The fishermen fish turtles with gill nets locally known as 'Turtle Nets'; a length of 50-75 feet
and depth of 10 feet with mesh size of 8-10 inches. During the last season they operated some
thirty-six (36) nets in the inshore areas, along the peninsula of St Kitts, and on beaches in Nevis
that are known to be frequented by turtles. The total catch for the 1986-87 season (October-May)
was about 110 turtles, mainly hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata) and the green back (Chelonia
mydas), with an average weight of sixty-five (65) pounds. The leatherback (Dermochelys
coriacea) is caught occasionally and released because locals do not consume the meat. The
most frequent type caught or seen is the hawksbill. The meat of both hawksbill and green back
turtle are sold mostly to the hotels. The shells are used for decorations, jewellery and some
fishermen swinge it to be used as bait for their fish traps.

Although the fisherman gave the information from the previous season willingly, it was difficult
to convince them to lend their assistance with the monitoring of the Turtle Project, even though
they would have been compensated. Only one assisted and | worked with him, for the past three
months. In spite of that, | was able to measure some shells of the turtles from last season.
Measurement of the shells are attached.

Monitoring of the beaches has been effected from April this year. On the 10" day, a leather-
back beached but made a false nest. To date we have found one more track; that too was
identified as false. Monitoring is still active and occasionally beach surveys are carried out along
the beaches of the St Kitts peninsula.

Sometime during June a fisherman saw turtle shells on one of the beaches. No information
was collected as to how many he saw. Another fisherman reported that one evening while fishing
on a beach that is not monitored, he saw and estimated well over a hundred juvenile turtles
(hatchings as they are called) heading towards the sea. He also informed me that turtles normally
beach for nesting during the changing of the moon. My assistant is now in the process of
monitoring the beaches two days before and two days after the changing of the moon. This
information was passed by one of the older fishermen who, by checking the sky at a certain time,
can predict when a turtle would be beaching to nest. It was also said that Landing Bay is the
major nesting site on the island. This bay is situated on the south coast well isolated and can only
be reached by foot or boat depending on the weather. The fisherman who operate around the
reefs and shoals of that area always see a number of small turtles - estimated weight 10-15 Ibs.

The Research project is still in process and will be continuing even if funds are exhausted.
The results will be forwarded to Dr. Robert R. Lankford, Executive Secretary WATS Il and copied
to Mr. Ralph Wilkins, National Representative of St. Kitts/Nevis.

Audra Barrett
Fisheries Assistant
September 8, 1987
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Turtle fishing areas, St. Kitts and Nevis

Editor’'s note (2009): Maps and figures are reprinted exactly as they appear in the original docu-
ment; we regret the poor quality exhibited in some cases.
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Major nesting beaches, St. Kitts
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MEASUREMENT OF SEA TURTLES

Green turtle (Chelonia mydas)

1. Total carapace length 72 cm
Carapace width 62 cm
Approximate weight 65 Ibs

2. Total carapace length 68 cm
Carapace width 55 cm
Approximate weight 55 Ibs

3. Total carapace length 74cm
Carapace width 60 cm
Approximate weight 75 lbs

4. Total carapace length 63 cm
Carapace width 55 cm
Approximate weight 50 Ibs

5. Total carapace length 67 cm
Carapace width 59 cm
Approximate weight 65 Ibs

6. Total carapace length 57 cm
Carapace width 47 cm
Approximate weight 45 Ibs

7. Total carapace length 75cm
Carapace width 60 cm
Approximate weight 85 Ibs

Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata)

1. Total carapace length 82 cm
Carapace width 60 cm
Approximate weight 160 lbs

2. Total carapace length 68 cm
Carapace width 56 cm
Approximate weight 60 Ibs
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 28.04.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
1. Time 6:00AM
2. Species * Dc
3. Tag No. N=New; O=0ld None
4. Carapace Length (S/C)

Units in Cm or inches
5. Number of Eggs Uk
6. Emergence date
7. Number of Hatchlings
8. Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
9. Nest Protected? (Y/N) N
10. Nest relocated to Another N

Beach Site? (Y/N)
11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N
(YIN)
12. Number of Eggs Harvested Uk
13. Number of Eggs Depredated
14. Number of Head-started Eggs
15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 29.04.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
Time 6:00AM
Species * Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C)
Units in Cm or inches
Number of Eggs Uk
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
Nest Protected? (Y/N) N

. Nest relocated to Another N
Beach Site? (Y/N)
. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N

(Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested Uk
13. Number of Eggs Depredated
14. Number of Head-started Eggs
15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N

PwbNE

Box~Now

o

=
=

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 03.05.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
Time 6:00AM
Species * Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C) C
Units in Cm or inches 51ins
Number of Eggs
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N)
Nest Protected? (Y/N)

. Nest relocated to Another
Beach Site? (Y/N)
11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery?
(Y/N)
12. Number of Eggs Harvested
13. Number of Eggs Depredated
14. Number of Head-started Eggs
15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) Y

PwbNE

Box~Now

o

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 05.05.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
Time 6:00AM
Species * Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C)
Units in Cm or inches
Number of Eggs Uk
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
Nest Protected? (Y/N) N
0. Nest relocated to Another N
Beach Site? (Y/N)

11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery?
(Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested

13. Number of Eggs Depredated

14. Number of Head-started Eggs

15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N

PwbNE

Hoo~No O

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 08.05.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
Time 6:00AM
Species * Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C)
Units in Cm or inches
Number of Eggs
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
Nest Protected? (Y/N) N
0. Nest relocated to Another N
Beach Site? (Y/N)

11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N
(Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested

13. Number of Eggs Depredated

14. Number of Head-started Eggs

15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N

PwbNE

Box~Now

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 10.05.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
1. Time 6:30AM
2. Species * Dc
3. Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
4. Carapace Length (S/C) C

Units in Cm or inches 59 ins
5. Number of Eggs Uk
6. Emergence date
7. Number of Hatchlings
8. Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
9. Nest Protected? (Y/N) N
10. Nest relocated to Another N

Beach Site? (Y/N)
11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N
(YIN)
12. Number of Eggs Harvested None
13. Number of Eggs Depredated
14. Number of Head-started Eggs
15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 16.05.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
Time 6:00AM
Species * Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C) C
Units in Cm or inches 54 ins
Number of Eggs
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
Nest Protected? (Y/N) N
0. Nest relocated to Another N
Beach Site? (Y/N)

11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N
(Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested Uk

13. Number of Eggs Depredated

14. Number of Head-started Eggs

15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) Y

PwbNE

Hoo~No O

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 23.05.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
Time 5:45AM
Species * Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C)
Units in Cm or inches
Number of Eggs Uk
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
Nest Protected? (Y/N) N
0. Nest relocated to Another N
Beach Site? (Y/N)

11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N
(Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested Uk

13. Number of Eggs Depredated

14. Number of Head-started Eggs

15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N

PwbNE

Box~Now

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 24.05.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
Time 6:00AM
Species * Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C)
Units in Cm or inches
Number of Eggs Uk
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
Nest Protected? (Y/N) N
0. Nest relocated to Another N
Beach Site? (Y/N)

11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N
(Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested Uk

13. Number of Eggs Depredated

14. Number of Head-started Eggs

15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N

PwbNE

Hoo~No O

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 01.06.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
Time 6:00AM
Species * Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C)
Units in Cm or inches
Number of Eggs Uk
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
Nest Protected? (Y/N) N
0. Nest relocated to Another N
Beach Site? (Y/N)

11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N
(Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested Uk

13. Number of Eggs Depredated

14. Number of Head-started Eggs

15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N

PwbNE

Hoo~No O

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 02.06.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
Time 6:00AM
Species * Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C)
Units in Cm or inches
Number of Eggs Uk
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
Nest Protected? (Y/N) N
0. Nest relocated to Another N
Beach Site? (Y/N)

11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N
(Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested Uk

13. Number of Eggs Depredated

14. Number of Head-started Eggs

15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N

PwbNE

Hoo~No O

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown

St. Kitts and Nevis National Report to WATS II (1987)



WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 08.06.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1 2
Time 6:00AM  6:30AM
Species * Dc Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C)
Units in Cm or inches
Number of Eggs Uk Uk
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N N
Nest Protected? (Y/N) N N
0. Nest relocated to Another N N
Beach Site? (Y/N)

11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N N
(Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested ** Uk Uk

13. Number of Eggs Depredated

14. Number of Head-started Eggs

15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N N

PwbNE

BOONOO

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown

** Eggs taken by locals
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WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM
TABLE |. NESTING BEACH SURVEY

Country: St. Kitts State: Name of Beach: Conaree
Name of Observer: C. Solous Date: 09.06.1987 Time Start/Stop: Distance Surveyed:

Number Nest 1
Time 6:00AM
Species * Dc
Tag No. N=New; O=0ld
Carapace Length (S/C)
Units in Cm or inches
Number of Eggs Uk
Emergence date
Number of Hatchlings
Erosion Danger? (Y/N) N
Nest Protected? (Y/N) N
0. Nest relocated to Another N
Beach Site? (Y/N)

11. Number of Eggs to Hatchery? N
(Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested Uk

13. Number of Eggs Depredated

14. Number of Head-started Eggs

15. Females Harvested? (Y/N) N

PwbNE

Hoo~No O

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown

St. Kitts and Nevis National Report to WATS II (1987)



WATS Il SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM

TABLE IV. MORTALITY

Country: St. Kitts State: Year: 1987 Observer: National representative
Date Species* Sex Length Weight # Eggs Locality Cause
July 1987 Cm F 42 in 230 1b Helden-St. Pauls Accidentally taken by

net set for sharks

* Cc=Caretta caretta; Cm=Chelonia mydas; Dc=Dermochelys coriacea; Ei=Eretmochelys imbricata;
Lk=Lepidochelys kempi; Lo=Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk=Unknown

Comments: Turtle was found dead in net; Tag # P1803 from Department of Biology, University of
Florida in Gainesville, Florida, USA was found attached. Information sent back.

St. Kitts and Nevis National Report to WATS II (1987)
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0.1. INTRODUCTION

During the last decade, turtle fishing in St. Kitts and
Nevis has never been more than a substance level. Of the
approximate 650 fishermen engaged in the fishing industry
only about 40 are engaged in the turtle fishery.

Turtles are generally taken by the use of nets specifically
designed for this purpose, ranging in length of 50 to 75
feet, 7 to 10 feet deep and carry a mesh size of about 8 to
i0 inches. Some turtles are taken during spear fishing or
more traditionally, during nesting. Four species of turtles
are known to be nesting on beaches in StT Kitts/Nevis.
These are (i) the Green turtle (Chelonia mydas), (ii) the
Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), (iii) the Leather back
(Dermochelys coriaceza), and the occasional (iv) Loggerhead
{Caretta carettal.

Since 1948 regulations have been developed and tailored to
protect the harvesting of turtles under twenty (20) pounds
in weight and the harvesting, interference and possession of
any turtle product during the closed season observed 1st
June through September 30th annually.

New harmonized regulations developed by the O0.E.C.S.
countries proposes a moratorium on the turtle fishery but
have not yet been made law in St. Kitts/Nevis.

No trade between the island has been developed for the
turtle products from St. kKitts/Nevis except for the

occasional sale of shells to buyers from neighbouring



islands. Since W.A.7.8. 1 in 1983 turtles have been
observed to be relatively low in aboundance around St.

Kitts/Nevis.

0.2 NESTING BEACHES AND ACTIVITY

. Bituations have changed since . tropical storm Clause in 1984,
Beaches on the leeward side of the islands have been
suffering serious erosion problems. Hence, turtles seem to
be attracted to the larger of the remcte beaches. Examples
can be seen where the once popular Fenney Beach in Nevis and
the Sandy Foint Beach in St. Kitts with a normal 100 - 150
feet stretch of sand between the shoreline and back beach
vegetation are now subjected to emergecy conservation

measures. The beaches that are mq;t‘used by turtles are

those beaches on the Socuth East Perninsular. Access to most
.af those beaches is mainly by boat. Access is expected to
be much easier with Bovernment s propasal to develop that
area for Tourism with the construction of a penetration road
proposed to start within the near future. Frevious nestings

were either taken by buman or ravaged by wild animals.

0.3, IMPORTANT FORAGING AREAS

Turtles are seen almost everywhere by divers and seine
fichermen. The more popular areas however are Dieppe Bay to
Sandy Foint, Old Road to Basseterre, the entire Feninsular,
Conaree to Cayon in St. Kitts. 1In Nevis; Elack Bay, and

Indian Castle, Charles Town to New Castle. More turFles are



observed in foraging areas close to nesting beaches on the

Feninsular.

0.4. RESEARCH CONDUCTED

Through the assistance of W.A.T.5. Il research have been
conducted through this nesting season to determine:

(1) The number of nesting females by species

(2) Nest protection and emergence counts

(3) Harvest mortality and market activities

(4) Observation of non—-nesting females.
The research was conducted separately for for both islands.

(See report attached for Nevis).

0.4.1. STRATEGY

Two of the more active beaches in 5t. kKitts were selected at
Sandy Foint (Caribbean Site) and Conaree (Atlantic Site).
Two beach observers were hired to monitor the=se beaches.

The beaches were sectioned and monitored randomly during May
Frd and September 30th, which incorporated the regulated
closed season June 1st through September 30th. Observers
were provided with the necessary facilities and instructed
by the National Representative on procedual matters.
Measurements were taken using the curved method. Regular
checks were made with ocbservers to straighten out problems

that might develop.

0.4.2. FINDINGS

Surprisingly to date no turtles have nested on the popular

Sandy Foint beach. MNMNo turtles have been caught neither



before nor during the nesting season but juveniles
thawksbill and green) were ochserved within the foraging
areas of Sandy Fopint. At Conaree turtles started nesting
from late April until the middle of August. (See Appendix).
Each nesting was recorded and measurements were taken from
"those that were possible.  No false tracks were made and to
date over 18 turtles have nested including one hawksbill.
Most nests were discovered the next day. Attempts were made
to chliterate the area after taking physical mark of the
nest. The nests were soon discovered within a day or two
and eggs taken by locals. Frior to and during the survey
period two turtles (D.C) were taken by locals but were taken

before the closed season.

0.5. MARKET STUDY

& market study was conducted for St. Kitts for 1986 — 1987
based on information supplied by the fishermen, over SO
turtles were caught during the period. These include
hawksbill, green, loggerhead and leather back turtles. All
the meat was consumed locally and shells from the hawksbill
either =old to a buyer from neighbouring islands or sold to

a local buyer who sells to outside buyer.

0.6. CONCLUSION

This might have been a bad year for nesting females but from
information gathered turtle stocks in this part of the
region is on the decline. Establishing erosion control

measures might never bring back beaches for the nesting of



turtles. The 0.E.C.S. countries should be encouraged to
implement the harmonized regulations giving effect to the
moratorium on sea turtle fishing. Steps should be taken to

encourage this to the wider Caribbean countries.
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| TABLE I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

couwmy_ S k.7 s  STATE NAVE OF BEACH (g REE
- NAME OF OBSERVER C. SDOLU‘U 5 DATE ZJ}/QKFLTD!E START /STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED
7
]
Nest Number O
1. Time § A
2. Specles* )c
3, Tag Number N = New O = Old Nomr
4, Carapace Length (S/C) P
Units cm or inches
5. Number of Eggs uk

£ argence Date

7. Number of Hatchlings -

8. Erosion Danger?(Y/N) N,
9. Nest Protected?(Y/N) .
10. Nest Relocated to
another beach site (Y/N) No
11. Number of Eggs to ,\J
Hatchery? (Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested u K

13. Number of Eggs Depredated =

14. Number of Head-start Eggs -

15. Females Harvested?(Y/N) N e

#Cc = Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas; De = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei = Eretmochelys
Imbricata; 1k = Lepidochelys kempi; Lo = Lepidochelys olivavea; UK = Unknown
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TABLE I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

commy O ks smrm weorman  (owared
navE of oeSERVER C gmiwr DATE :9/%L-rm START/STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED
77 s
Nest Number 0,
1. Time ¢ A
2. Specles® \)c

3. Tag Number N = New O = 01d

4. Carapace Length (S/C)
Units cm or inches

5. Number of Eggs

6 _ergence Date

7. Number of Hatchlings

8. Erosion Danger?(Y/N)

9. Nest Protected? (Y/N)

10. Nest Relocated to
another beach site (Y/N)

11. Mumber of Eggs to
Hatchery? (Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested

13. Mumber of Eggs Depredated

14, Number of Head-start Eggs

?—\\“,;Lt.ca\\il\

15. Females Harvested?(Y/N)

#Cc = Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas; Dc = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei = Eretmochelys
Tmbricata; 1k = Lepidochelys kempl; Lo = Lepidochelys olivavea; X = Unknown
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TABLE I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

cowmy <5 A.iiS_ STATE NAME OF EEACH ConnREE

NAME OF OBSERVER _C 8"9).0&5' DATE '3,/?%"7 TIME START/STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED

Nest Number (D

10 Tifne 6 ﬁlq

2. Specles® D

3 TaganberN=New0=01d _

4, Carapace Length (S/C) -
Units cm or inches S 13

5. Number of Eggs

Len

ergence Date

Number of Hatchlings

7.
8. Erosion Danger?(Y/N) —
9. Nest Protected?(Y/N)

10. Nest Relocated to
another beach site (Y/N)

11. Number of Eggs to
Hatchery? (Y/N)

12. Mumber of Fggs Harvested

13. Mumber of Eggs Depredated —

14, Number of Head-start Eggs -

15. Females Harvested?(Y/N) v ;

/

#Cc = Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas; De = Dermochelys corlacea; El = Eretmochelys
Tmbricata; IK = Lepldochelys kempl; 1o = Lepidochelys olivavea; UK = Unknown
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TABLE I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

cooNRY §7 A rm  STATE NAME OF BEACH (o B
Nave oF OBSERVER (- é?okudxs DATE 554;K§7 TIME START/STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED
7/ -
Nest Number @
1. Time 6 A
2. Specles® 30

3. Tag Number N = New O = Old -

4, Carapace Length (S/C) -
Units cm or inches

5. Number of Eggs U (<

6. Tmergence Date

7. ..umber of Hatchlings -
8. Erosion Danger?(Y/N) N
9. Nest Protected?(¥/N) N
10. Nest Relocated to \
another beach site (¥/N) ™
11. Number of Eggs to
Hatchery? (Y/N) s
12. Mumber of Eggs Harvested
13. Number of Eggs Depredated —
14. Number of Head-start Eggs —
15. Females Harvested?(Y/N) N .

#Cc = Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas; De = Dermochelys coriacea; El = Eretmochelys
Imbricata; 1k = Lepidochelys kempi; Lo = Lepldochelys olivavea; UK = Unknown
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. PABLE I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

conrry__-S.” 4,7 STATE NAME OF BEACH Cors prre
- wnE oF ossEviR_ C . Spinus DATE gé%y TIME START/STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED
Nest Number @
1. Time 6 Aw
2. Speclest )c_
3. Tag Number N = New O = Old —
4. Carapace Length (S/C) .

Units cm or inches

5. Number of Eggs

6. Trergence Date

7. .umber of Hatchlings

8. Erosion Danger?(Y/N)

9. Nest Protected?(Y/N)

another beach site (Y/N)

Q)
~N
10. Nest Relocated to }J
)

11. Number of Eggs to
Hatchery? (Y/N)

12. Mumber of Eggs Harvested

13. Number of Eggs Depredated -

PR

14, Number of Head-start Eggs

15. Females Harvested?(Y/N) N ¢

#Cc = Caretta caretta; Om = Chelonia mydas; Dc = Dermochelys coriacea; El = Eretmochelys
Tmbricata; Ik = Lepidochelys kempi; Lo = lepidochelys olivavea; K = Unknown
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STATE

WATS II SEA TURTLE SURVEY DATA FORM

NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

NAME OF BEACH

Page 3

Ci‘)uﬂét?/{i

asnm. O LiTs

NAME OF OBSERVER C. gms

| DATE [&IA/’/F',L TD&E SI;ARTI/’S'IOP

DISTANCE SURVEYED

Nest Number | @
1. Time 6:3¢0 Au
2. Specles® D
3. Tag Number N = New O = 01d -
I, Carapace Length (S/C) ,.C
Units cm or inches 59,5
5, NMumber of Eggs U K.
6 ‘“ergence Date E—
7. .umber of Hatchlings _
8. Erosion Danger?(¥/N) N
9. Nest Protected?(¥/N) N
10. Nest Relocated to \
another beach site (Y/N) Fod
11. NMumber of Eggs to
Hatchery? (Y/N) ™
12. Number of Eggs Harvested New
13. Number of Eggs Depredated
14. Number of Head-start Eggs -
15. Females Harvested?(Y¥/N) N, ’

#Cc = Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas; De = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei = Eretmochelys

Tmbricata; 1k = Lepidochelys kempl; Lo = Lepidochelys olivavea; UK = Unknown
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TABLE I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

cowmrYy & Komis STATE NAME OF BEACH Cors RREE

NAME OF OBSERVER S  DATE ' /5/@ TIME START/STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED
77 g

Nest Number @

1. Time 6 am.

2. Specles® )c,,

3. ‘I‘agNumber'N=New0-01d -
1]

Y. Carapace Length (S/C) sy C

Units cm or inches

5. Number of Eggs -

6 ergence Date

7. number of Hatchlings -
8. Erosion Danger?(Y¥/N) N
9. Nest Protected?(Y/N) »J
10. Nest Relocated to »J
another beach site (¥/N)
11. Number of Eggs to
Hatchery? (Y/N) N
12. Number of Eggs Harvested Uk

13. Mumber of Eggs Depredated -

14. Number of Head-start Eggs —

15. Females Harvested?(Y/N) v .

%Cc = Caretta caretta; OCm = Chelonla mydas; Dc = Dermochelys coriacea; El = Eretmochelys
Tmbricata; 1K = Lepldochelys kempi; 1o = Lepidochelys olivavea; X = Unknown
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_ABLE I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

STATE

NAME OF BEACH

sooNtRY K ks

E OF ORSERVER (.. Sexrwe DATE :.%/5%9 TIME START/STOP

1

6

Page 3

Cauﬁlef.-if:".

Nest Number
1, Time SiH5 gu
- 2. Specles® JC.
3. Tag Number N = New O = Old -
4, Carapace Length (S/C) .
Units cm or inches
5. Number of Eggs u K
€  ergence Date e
7. Number of Hatchlings g
8. Erosion Danger?(Y/N) n)
9. Nest Protected?(Y/N) N
10. Nest Relocated to
snother beach site (Y/N) M
11, }g:nber' of Eggs to il
tchery? (Y/N)
12. Number of Eggs Harvested u K
13. Number of Eggs Depredated ol
14. Number of Head-start Eggs g
15. Females Harvested?(Y/N) N ; |

¥Cc = Caretta caretta; Om = Chelonla mydas; De

Imbricata; 1K = Lepidochelys kempl; 1o =

= Dermochelys corlacea; El =
Lepidochelys olivavea; UK =

Eretmochelys
OWT1
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~ TABLE I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

vy S ks  STATE NAME OF BEAGH Comsprrs
| NAME OF OBSERVER C gsznf DATE Zﬁ?%%}? TIME START/STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED
Nest Number @
1. Time 6 4w
2. Specles® )C—
3. Tag Number N = New O = Old -

Y4, Carapace Length (S/C)
Units em or inches

5. Number of Eggs U &
6 srgence Date -
7. Number of Hatchlings -
8. Erosion Danger?(Y/N) N

9. Nest Protected?(Y/N)

10. Nest Relocated to
another beach site (Y/N) nN

11. Mumber of Eggs to
Hatchery? (Y/N)

12. Number of Eggs Harvested W K
13. Number of Eggs Depredated s
14. Number of Head-start Eggs -
15. Females Harvested?(Y/N) N ;

#Cc = Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonla mydas; De = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei = Eretmochelys
Imbricata; 1k = Lepidochelys kempl; Lo = Lepidochelys olivavea; UK = Uninown
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TABLE I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

CoNTRY_ €~ Asiws  STATE NAME OF BEACH Corpres
NAME OF ORSERVER C. 3001-0141' DATE ¢/ / 6/ £7 TIME START/STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED
77 —
|
Nest Number @
1, Time & A
2. Specles® .bc'—

3. Tag NMumber N = New O = 01d _

4, Carapace Length (S/C)
Units cm or inches

5. Number of Eggs U

6 rgence Date -

ey

7. Number of Hatchlings =
8. Erosion Danger?(Y/N) N
9. Nest Protected?(Y/N) N
10. Nest Relocated to

another beach site (¥/N) N
11. Number of Eggs to

Hatchery? (Y/N) >
12. Number of Eggs Harvested Un
13. Number of Eggs Depredated e
14, Mumber of Head-start Eggs —
15. Females Harvested?(Y/N) N .

#Cc = Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas; Dc = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei = Eretmochelys
Tmbricata; 1k = Lepidochelys kempl; 1o = Lepidochelys olivavea; UK = Unknown
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TABLE I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY:

coNRY S Lt STATE NAME OF BEACH Cors AREE
: NAME OF OBSERVER C (FDLWS DATE ?;Af/f ? TIME START/STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED
7 et —_—
Nest Number ; m
1., Time 6 Ara
2. Speclesh Ne.
3.TagNumbeerNew0=01d -

Y. Carapace Length (S/C)
Units cm or inches

5. Number of Eggs g

6 apgence Date

7. Number of Hatchlings

8. Erosion Danger?(Y/N) A
9. Nest Protected?(Y/N) )
10. Nest Relocated to
another beach site (Y/N) ~)
11. Number of Eggs to ~
Hatchery? (Y/N)
12. Number of Eggs Harvested ni
13. Mumber of Eggs Depredated B

14, Number of Head-start Eggs

15. Females Harvested?(Y/N) N .

%Cc = Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas; Dc = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei = Eretmochelys
; Imbricata; Ik = Lepidochelys kempl; Lo = Lepidochelys olivavea; K = Unknown
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COUNTRY G IiiTs  STATE. NAME OF EEACH Comnncs
NAME OF OBSERVER__C. fawu: DATE {5/ 6’%"? TIME START/STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED
Nest Number / 2
1. Time § an | {:304
2. Species* )b b
3, Tag Number N = New O = Old -_— -
L, Carapace Length (S/C) _ -
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6. _.rgence Date —_— e
7. Number of Hatchlings - -
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9. Nest Protected?(¥/N) nJ
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et o |~
12, Number of Eggs Harvested UL L i<
13. Number of Eggs Depredated = -
14, Number of Head-start Fggs - -
15. Females Harvested?(¥/N) ) ~ .

#Cc = Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas; De = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei = Eretmochelys
Imbricata; 1K = Lepidochelys kempl; 1o = Lepidochelys ollvavea; UK = Unknown

ée’?; TAKES ~ 97 Locacs
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TABc I. NESTING BEACH SURVEY: /
COUNTRY_ (7~ K75 STATE_ “NAME OF BEACH Comnrce

NANE OF OBSERVER__C. oAy DATE o /& /¢ TIME START/STOP DISTANCE SURVEYED, -
. rr

Nest Number Ok
1. Tme T A
2. Speciest® Bc./

3. Tag Number N = New 0 = 014

4. Carapace Length (S/C) _—
Units cm or inches

5. Number of Eggs Ut

6. Emergence Date

7. _aber of Hatchlings

8. Erosion Danger?(Y/N)

10. Nest Relocated to
another beach site (Y/N)

11, Number of Eggs to

pt
9. Nest Protected?(Y/N) N
~
Hatchery? (Y/N) ~

12. Number of Eggs Harvested Uil

13. Number of Eggs Depredated -

14. Number of Head-start Eggs

15. Females Harvested?(Y/N) ) ' ;

%Cc = Cabetté caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas; Dc = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei = Eretmochelys
Imbricata; 1k = lLepidochelys kempl; Lo = Lepidochelys olivavea; UK = Unknown
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TABLE IV, MORTALITY

~ COUNTRY_ gi’ l(m_'g_ STATE YEAR_S7 OBSERVER ﬂﬁTtOHab KcP
Date- | ¥Species Sex Length | Weight # Epgs .Lc.:‘r.:‘.al.i.ty . Cause
o ﬂcuégu'fﬁlﬁ-u/
?/” C - 42 €| 230 _— HEWEw - ST we| Taxew B«, e
Founds scr For SkaARwsS
Comments : TURTLE  tsAS  Found dEAY 1m NET — TAQ #£ Pifo3 From

DeeT. oF BeoreGieAe UFL 1o BV ILLE FreidRA W S A wAs Frumd ATineHe

TuEoRrATION seuT gAack .

%Cc = Caretta caretta; Cm = Chelonia mydas; Dc = Dermochelys coriacea; Ei = Eretmochelys
imbricata; Lk = Lepidochelys kempi; Lo = Lepidochelys olivacea; Uk = Unknown




STATUS OF THE TURTLE YISHERY AND RESEARCH PROJECT

R S SRR TR T S T

Nevis 1is basically aniagricultursl community with farming and fishing
providing employment for th- wafority of its citisens.

Accordtng to the 1980 ecensus the population of Nevis is tpproxinatcly
9,000; 1t has dropped drastically due to migration, Out of thg
present population some four hundred and fifey (450) persons ;;n
engaged in the !ithing industry. The mode of !1nh1n£ il‘.0l§whlt
multiple, ' -

l

Traditional artisanal fishing 4s still practised amongst the fisher-
meén on the f{eland. An approximate total of twenty (20) fishermen
are fully engaged in turtle fishing, while others occasionally
catches them, aspecially when engaged in spear fighing.

The fishermen fishes turtle with gi1ll nets locally known as '"Turtle
Nets'; a length of 50 = 75 feet and depth of 10 feet with mesh size
of 8 = 10 inches, During the last seasson they operated some thirty-
8ix (36) nets in the inshore araas, along the peninsula of 8t Kitts,
and on beaches in Nevis that are known to be frequanted by turtles,.
The total catch for the 1986 ~ 87 messon October ~ May was about 110
turtles, mainly Hawksbill (Eretmochelys Imbrata) and the Green Back
(Chelomia Mydas) an average weight of sixty-five (65) pounds. Tha
Leathar Back (Dermochelys Coriacea) are caught occa.ionally‘and
released because locals do not consume the meat. The most frequent
type caught or seen is the Havksbill, The meat of both Hawksbill and
GCreen-back turtle are sold mostly to the hotels, The shells are
used for decorations, jewalry and some fishermen swinge it to be
used as bait for their fish treps.

Although the fishermen gave the information from the previous season
willingly, it was difficult toc eonvince them to lend their assistance
with the monitoring of the Turtle Project, even though they would
have been compensated, Only one assisted and I worked with him“ for



the past three months, 1Inspite of that I was able to measurs some
shells of the turtles from last season, Maasurement of the shells
are attachad.

 Monitoring of the beaches ha!ﬁf?fcdtodulan.Aﬁiil.eﬁ1§ year, On

the 10th day a Leather Back beachad but made a false nest. To date
ve have found one more track; that too was identified as false,
Monitoring 1is still active and occasionally beach surveys are carried
out along the baaches of the 8t Kitts peninsula,

Sometime during June a fisherman saw turtle shalls on one of the
beaches. No information was collected as to how many he saw.
Another fisherman reported that one evening while fishing on a

beach that is not monitored, he saw and estimated well over a hun-
dred juvenile turtles (hatchinge as they are called) heading towards
the sea, He also informed me that turtles normally beach for nesting
during the changing of the moon. My assistant is now in the process
of monitoring the beaches two days bmfore and two days after the
changing of the maom, This information was passed by one of the
older fishermen who, by checking tha sky at a certain tiﬁe, can pre-
dict when a turtle would be beaching to nest. It was also said

that Tanding Bay {s the major nesting site on the island, This bay
is situated on the socuth coast well ishlated and can only be

reached by foot or boat depending on the weather. The fishermen

vho operate around the reefs and shoals of that area alwvays see a
numbar of small turtles - estimated wkight 10 - 15 1bs.

The Research Project is still in process and will be continuing
even if funds are exhausted, The results will be forwarded to
Dr Robert R Lankford, Executive Secretary Watt II and copied to
Mr Ralph Wilkin, National Representative of St. Kitts/Navis.

Audra Barrett
Fisheries Assistant
SBeptembar 8, 1987



MEASUREMENT OF SEA TURTLES

<~REEZN TURTLE (CHELOMIA MYDAS)

) O Total Carapace langth 72 en
""" Carspaca width 62 em
Approximate veight 65 1lbs

‘2. Total Carapace langth 68 am

Carapace width . 33 ¢em
Approximate weight . 33 1lbs

3. Total Carapaece length 74 cm

Caparace width . 60 cm
Approximate whight .15 1bs

A, Total Carapace length 63 cm

Capapace width . 55 cm
Approximate weight 50 1be

HAWKSBILL (BRETMOCHELYB IMBRATA)

1. Total Carapace length B2 cnm
Carapace width . 60 em
Approximats weight . 160 1ba

2, Total Carapaca length 68 cn
Carapace width . 56 ¢en

Approxinate waight . 60 1lba

3.

6.

7.

Total Carapace langth
‘Carapace width ' '

Approximats wéight

Total Carapace length
Carapace width
Approximate whight

Total Carapace length
Carapace width
Approximate waight

67

59

65

57
47
43

75
60
85

cn

c..m e

lbe

can
em
lbs

cm
en
lbs
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