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ORIGIN    
  WIDECAST has been an integral partner of the Caribbean Environment Programme 
(CEP) since its inception.  Concern over the status of shared sea turtle stocks and their 
habitats was the basis for APCEP project 6/1, which was ranked among the first cohort 
of ‘projects of common interest’ to be implemented by the CEP and was one of the first 
to be funded.  WIDECAST’s success in local project development, national recovery 
planning, and regional information-sharing has long been a model for other taxa-
specific initiatives in the region (Appendix I) and has resulted in a strong regional 
capacity for science-based sea turtle management. 

  The concept of a “Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Recovery Team and Conservation 
Network” was conceived by Milton Kaufmann of Monitor International, and formalized 
at an international meeting in the Dominican Republic in 1981.  “WIDECAST”, as the 
network later became known, was invited to serve the CEP as a regional Partner 
Organization in 1983.  For 15 years WIDECAST operated as an unincorporated, volunteer 
coalition of Caribbean professionals bound by a shared commitment to purpose and a 
passion for making science accessible to communities, policy-makers, and the inter-
governmental forum. 

  In 1996, seeking greater institutional stability and desiring to enhance its capacity to 
raise funds, network members made the decision to incorporate in the USA.  Bylaws and 
Articles of Incorporation were accepted by the Internal Revenue Service on 24 
February 1997.  In 2003, seeking greater institutional support and an academic setting, 
the Executive Director accepted an offer by Duke University to relocate the WIDECAST 
office to the university’s Nicholas School Marine Laboratory in Beaufort, North Carolina.  

  A full-time Executive Director and two part-time professionals serve a regional network 
of national coordinators resident in more than 40 nations and territories.  The WIDECAST 
Country Coordinators (see Appendix II) have met annually since 1984 to review 
ongoing programs and to establish collective priorities for the coming year, maintaining 
a leadership role in the research and conservation of Caribbean sea turtles.   
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Figure 1. The Wider Caribbean Region is defined as the marine environment of the Gulf of 
Mexico, the Caribbean Sea and the areas of the Atlantic Ocean adjacent thereto, south of 30° 
north latitude and within 200 nautical miles of the Atlantic coasts of the States occurring 
between the USA and French Guiana (inclusive), including Latin America and the insular States 
of the Eastern Caribbean.  In addition, the WIDECAST network embraces Bermuda to the north 
and Brazil to the south because both nations share Caribbean sea turtle resources. 

 

SYNOPSIS 
  With affiliated programs in dozens of Caribbean nations and territories, WIDECAST is a 
proactive and inclusive mechanism for developing and disseminating science-based 
tools that empower communities to conserve and manage biodiversity resources, and 
that promote sustainable development on national and regional scales.   

  By bringing the best available science to bear on decision-making (at all levels), 
emphasizing information exchange and training, and encouraging harmonized 
practices, the network successfully promotes enduring linkages between science, 
policy, and public participation in the design and implementation of sea turtle 
management programs.  In so doing, the network seeks to increase the effectiveness of 
protection, management and use initiatives and secure a future where sea turtles can 
meaningfully fulfill their economic, ecological, and spiritual/cultural roles.   
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VISION 
  The collective vision of the Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network 
(WIDECAST) is to realize a future where all inhabitants of the Wider Caribbean Region, 
human and sea turtle alike, can live together in balance. 

 

RATIONALE 
  Sea turtles, once abundant in the Caribbean Sea and serving as keystone species in 
tropical marine ecosystems, are severely reduced from historical levels, both in 
population size and range.  According to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, 
persistent over-exploitation, especially of gravid females, and widespread collection of 
eggs are primarily responsible for observed declines at regional and global scales.   

  In addition to a largely unmanaged harvest that has spanned centuries, sea turtles are 
accidentally captured in active or abandoned fishing gear, resulting in death to tens 
and perhaps hundreds of thousands of turtles annually.  Moreover, coral reef and 
seagrass degradation, oil spills, chemical waste, persistent plastic and other marine 
debris, high density coastal development, and an increase in ocean-based tourism 
have damaged or eliminated nesting beaches and feeding areas. 

  Reversing population declines is complicated.  Threats to sea turtle populations can 
accumulate over long periods of time, and can occur anywhere in the population’s 
range.  Because sea turtles are highly migratory by habit, what appears as a decline in 
a local population may be a direct consequence of the activities of peoples many 
hundreds or thousands or kilometers away.  Thus while local conservation is crucial, 
cooperative action is also called for at international levels.   
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CORE BELIEFS 
  WIDECAST is rooted in the belief that conservation must be nurtured from within, it 
cannot be commanded from outside.   

  By involving stakeholders at all levels and encouraging policy-oriented research, 
WIDECAST puts science to practical use in conserving biodiversity and advocates for 
grassroots involvement in decision-making and project implementation. 

  It is widely recognized that sea turtles will not survive in the Caribbean Sea without 
unflinching regional cooperation and coordination of conservation and management 
programs.  WIDECAST – one of the oldest and most active biodiversity networks in the 
world, and working in partnership with the UNEP Caribbean Environment Programme – 
provides the mechanism for such collaboration.   

  With Country Coordinators and partner organizations throughout the Western Central 
Atlantic, the network is instrumental in developing and promoting best practices, 
creating conservation models, training and institution strengthening, harmonizing 
legislation, encouraging community involvement, and raising public awareness … and 
in sharing this approach with other regions of the world, to broader benefit.   

 

   “We see WIDECAST as a model initiative.  By defining conservation priorities based on sound 
science, promoting consensus and emphasizing public awareness, the network has successfully 
integrated once isolated efforts into a collaborative regional response to the shared challenge 
of depleted sea turtle populations in our region.”   

                            ~ Alessandra Vanzella-Khouri, UN Environment Programme, Kingston, Jamaica 
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GOALS 
  In support of the SPAW Protocol – “Recognizing that the … protection of threatened 
and endangered species will enhance the cultural heritage and values of the countries 
and territories in the Wider Caribbean Region and bring increased economic and 
ecological benefits to them” [Preamble] – WIDECAST is structured to define and address 
national and international conservation priorities for sea turtles and for the habitats 
upon which they depend.  To that end, members of the WIDECAST network seek to: 

 Bring the best available science to bear on sea turtle management, conser-
vation, and governance; 

 Empower stakeholders to make effective use of science in the policy process;  

 Train Caribbean scientists, managers and policy-makers in the science of sea 
turtle management through academic and field courses, thematic workshops, 
and mentoring and exchange programs; 

 Provide an ongoing mechanism for collaboration within/ among range states; 

 Develop integrated natural resource management models and replicate 
successful initiatives, especially involving partnerships with communities;  

 Secure funding to develop and enhance management capacity within 
government and non-governmental sectors; 

 Improve the long-term financial, institutional, and social sustainability of marine 
biodiversity protection in the Wider Caribbean Region; and 

 Promote the creation of political and institutional mechanisms to ensure the 
"mainstreaming" of environmental concerns into other sectors, including 
planning, education, and media. 
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OBJECTIVES  

  WIDECAST’s short-term objectives are to provide Wider Caribbean governments with 
updated information on the status of sea turtles in the region, to provide specific 
recommendations for the management and recovery of endangered, threatened, 
and vulnerable sea turtle stocks, and to assist governments in the discharge of their 
obligations under national law and international agreements, including the Cartagena 
Convention and its SPAW Protocol.   

  For example, in support of Article 10 of the SPAW Protocol – “Each Party shall … carry 
out species recovery, management, planning and other measures to effect the survival 
of [endangered and threatened species]” – WIDECAST experts collaborate with local 
stakeholders to develop comprehensive national conservation blueprints known as 
“Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plans”. 

  WIDECAST’s longer-term objectives are to promote a regional capability to implement 
scientifically sound sea turtle management and conservation programs, enabling a 
collective regional response to a common problem – the progressive disappearance of 
sea turtles in the Western Central Atlantic basin.   

  To this end, WIDECAST is committed to: 

• Providing mutual technical assistance designed to strengthen the capacity of 
existing institutions, programs and expertise (at national and regional levels) to 
determine and evaluate sea turtle conservation priorities, and to participate in 
science-based management planning and project implementation; 

• Strengthening the regulatory framework by assisting governments in the 
formulation of legislation, policies, and standards, as appropriate, for the 
management of sea turtles at local, national and regional levels; 
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• Encouraging integrated resource management by assisting stakeholders in the 
establishment of mechanisms that will ensure a coordinated and collaborative 
approach to research and monitoring; 

• Facilitating institutional strengthening in governmental agencies responsible for 
the management of sea turtles, as well as in relevant academic and non- 
governmental organizations, by offering training and exchange programs; 

• Facilitating institutional strengthening by developing and promoting the basic 
capabilities and skills required to identify, analyze and resolve issues relevant to 
the region’s marine and coastal resources; 

• Supporting the standardization of approaches and methodologies by 
developing and disseminating standardized procedures and criteria for sea turtle 
population assessment, monitoring, and recovery; 

• Promoting public participation by promoting the active involvement of all 
sectors of society in the management and conservation of sea turtles; 

• Encouraging policy-oriented research; that is, basic and applied research that 
supports environmental policy needs and decision-making and keeps policy- 
makers aware of advancing knowledge; 

• Promoting the exchange of information among the region’s environmental 
agencies and organizations, thus strengthening information management 
capabilities and increasing communication among principal stakeholders; 

• Promoting the joint management of transboundary resources by establishing, 
maintaining and/or strengthening mechanisms for collaboration; and 

• Fund raising to support research, management, conservation, population 
monitoring, community development, and public outreach/education priorities. 
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“Caribbean sea turtles have been relentlessly exploited 
for millennia, and are severely reduced from historical 
levels of abundance.  Notwithstanding, the Caribbean is 
now the only region on Earth where you can find at least 
some populations of all sea turtle species rising.  This is the 
direct result of some of the most innovative and persistent 
conservation planning in the world – all nations are 
involved and everyone is welcome at the table.”  

   ~ Karen Eckert, Executive Director, WIDECAST 

 

ACHIEVING SUCCESS 

  As a result of WIDECAST’s cooperative structure and apolitical advocacy, a number of 
important achievements have been realized in the Wider Caribbean Region, including 
the creation of an inclusive mechanism for information-sharing within and among range 
states, a significantly enhanced use of science in sea turtle management and policy-
making, and broad improvements in the protection offered to sea turtles by national 
legislation (revised in more than a dozen nations) and regional agreements.   

  The network, comprised of dedicated professionals – government officers, university 
professors, NGO representatives, and community leaders – has successfully led efforts to 
survey critical habitats, initiate sea turtle population monitoring programs at key sites 
throughout the region, reduce (and often eliminate) illegal sea turtle product sales, 
develop standard guidelines and criteria to meet research, management and eco-
tourism objectives, establish marine-theme curriculum activities in Caribbean schools, 
organize citizen involvement (e.g. hatchling rescues, beach clean-ups, exhibitions), 
generate livelihood choices for poachers, and create models for revenue-generation in 
rural areas, among many other achievements.  These efforts have been largely defined 
by comprehensive national ‘sea turtle recovery plans’ (developed by WIDECAST under 
the auspices of the CEP/SPAW Programme) for 11 nations and in draft for 12 more.   

  More than 1,000 Caribbean biologists and managers have been trained by WIDECAST-
affiliated experts in recent years, clearly resulting in increased protection, enhanced 
public awareness, broadening allocations of resources, and intelligent dialoguing on 
important issues … and this, in turn, has raised the level of receptivity to innovation 
involving co-management, incentive driven conservation, and multilateral approaches.   
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BUILDING ON SUCCESS: 2006-07 WORK PLAN 
  The WIDECAST workplan for the next biennium (2006-2007) will emerge directly from 
the accomplishments of the last, and will focus, inter alia, on: 

• Maintaining WIDECAST’s regional network of sea turtle professionals to track 
conservation priorities, opportunities, and impending crises;  

• Working with Caribbean governments to strengthen and harmonize national 
regulatory regimes as they pertain to sea turtles; 

• Supporting the efforts of Caribbean governments and NGOs to design science-
based sea turtle management strategies; 

• Implementing priority recommendations in national Sea Turtle Recovery Action 
Plans (STRAPs), with a focus on SPAW Parties, and finalizing 3 additional STRAPs; 

• Facilitating and overseeing a representative regional network of standardized 
Index Sites for monitoring the population status of Caribbean sea turtles, and 
informing regulatory authorities of trends;  

• Finalizing standardized research tools, such as sea turtle data management 
software that will enable range states to compare and combine national data-
bases in order to assess population trends at biologically relevant scales;  

• Strengthening WIDECAST’s regional Marine Turtle Tagging Centre (MTTC) at the 
University of the West Indies, Barbados;  

• Train a regional Maine Turtle Trauma Response Corps (MTTRC) to ensure an 
informed local response to injured sea turtles; create procedures manuals to 
guide first responders and clinical staff in the treatment of disease and injury, and 
a databank of injuries, clinical techniques, and accredited rescue centers; 
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• Collaborating with the region’s most experienced field biologists to develop 
peer-reviewed procedures manuals for Index Site monitoring and, similarly, to 
develop standardized protocols for sea turtle tagging, remote telemetry, genetic 
analysis, necropsy and tissue sampling, and other modern field techniques;  

• Identifying pilot sites for refining and replicating innovative approaches to 
conservation challenges, including community-based income-generating 
alternatives to sea turtle hunting, reducing sea turtle bycatch in artisinal and 
commercial fisheries, reducing illegal trade, embracing fishermen in systematic 
stock monitoring, and promoting co-management agreements in rural areas;  

• Laying the foundation for a “Sea Turtle Ecotourism Certification Program” to 
publicize standard operating procedures (SOPs) for tour operators, train 
operators (emphasizing community-based operators) to implement SOPs, create 
a certification/audit process to ensure program quality (including both 
conservation and socio-economic benefits), and market approved sites; 

• Developing a comprehensive website (www.widecast.org) on the biology and 
status of Caribbean sea turtles, the national and regional regulatory framework, 
a summary of standard guidelines and other technical tools, descriptions of local 
sea turtle projects (including goals and objectives, achievements, ongoing 
programs, and needs), and sector-specific pages designed for educators, 
coastal landowners, tour guides, and other stakeholders; 

• Developing and disseminating basic outreach tools, such as beach manage-
ment guidelines for hotels situated on nesting beaches, multilingual curriculum 
materials, and DVD-based training resources; 
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CONTACT PERSON 
Dr. Karen L. Eckert 

Executive Director 

Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation 

   Network (WIDECAST) 

Nicholas School Marine Lab - Duke University 

135 Duke Marine Lab Road 

Beaufort, North Carolina 28516 

Tel: (252) 504-7597 

Fax: (252) 504-7648 

keckert@widecast.org 

www.widecast.org 
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APPENDIX I 
Source: excerpted from Eckert, K.L. and A.H. Hemphill. 2005. Sea Turtles as Flagships for 
Protection of the Wider Caribbean Region. MAST (Journal of Maritime Studies) 3(2) and 
4(1):119-143. 

 

  The use of flagship species to promote intergovernmental policy, and specifically to 
promote collaborative, multilateral management of shared species and seascapes, is 
embraced in the Wider Caribbean Region (WCR) by the Caribbean Environment 
Programme (CEP). The UNEP Regional Seas Programme is implemented in the 
Caribbean Sea by the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment Programme (APCEP), 
initiated in 1974 at the request of Caribbean governments, by Decision 8/11 of the 
Second Session of the Governing Council of UNEP (UNEP 1983). The Action Plan outlines 
programs of assistance, institutional strengthening, and technical cooperation, and in 
1983 led to the adoption of a legal framework – the Convention for the Protection and 
Development of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region (Cartagena 
Convention) – which entered into force in 1986.  

  The Cartagena Convention is supplemented by three protocols on: oil spills, specially 
protected areas and wildlife, and pollution from land-based sources and activities. The 
Protocol Concerning Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife (SPAW), which came into 
force in 2000, ‘is arguably the most comprehensive regional wildlife protection treaty in 
the world’; with provisions on environmental impact assessment, planning and man-
agement regimes, and buffer zones, as well as a range of protection measures  
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(including species recovery plans), it reflects much of the ‘best in modern thinking on 
wildlife protection and management’ (Freestone 1990: 368). Six species of Caribbean-
occurring species of sea turtle are listed in Annex II, affording them the full weight of 
protection under the Cartagena Convention, and strategically positioning these 
species in a role with strong implications for regional policy.  

  The impetus for development of the APCEP was, of course, broader than sea turtles, 
and explicitly focused on goals related to strengthening the capacity of constituent 
states and territories ‘for implementing sound environmental management practices 
[to] achieve the development of the region on a sustainable basis’ (Preamble: UNEP 
1983). Once these goals were articulated, however, sea turtles played a uniquely 
catalysing role in implementing the intergovernmental agenda. Based on recommend-
dations from the First Meeting of Government-Nominated Experts to Review the Draft 
Action Plan (UNEP 1980), concern over the status of shared sea turtle stocks and their 
habitats, including coral reefs and ‘turtle grass beds’, was the basis for APCEP project 
6/1, which was ranked among the first cohort of ‘projects of common interest’ to be 
implemented as a matter of priority (UNEP 1983). The sea turtle section of APCEP 6/1, 
implemented in partnership with the Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Recovery Team (now 
known as the Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network, WIDECAST), was 
among the first funded initiatives of the new Caribbean Environment Programme 
(UNEP) (UNEP 1985, 1989b).  

  From the earliest days of negotiation surrounding the priorities of the CEP, the region’s 
sea turtles have served as a flagship for the development of models to ensure 
international cooperation in preventing the further decline of depleted living resources, 
in restoring them to former levels of abundance, and in maintaining them for 
sustainable use (Frazer 1985). Frazer observed that the methodology necessary to 
achieve these goals may also have ‘more immediate benefits, even beyond the 
protection of six endangered or threatened species’; specifically, use of the sea turtle 
flagship for protection of critical coastal habitat like mangrove forests, seagrass beds, 
coral reefs, and pristine beaches could play an important role in safeguarding the 
region’s economic foundations in fisheries and tourism and ‘should be seen as part of 
an over-all plan to enable other species to flourish as well.’  

  National Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plans (STRAPs) were among the first contributions 
to the Caribbean Environment Programme Technical Report Series (e.g. Sybesma 1992).  
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Each STRAP is tailored specifically to local circumstances and discusses the following 
issues: the national status and distribution of sea turtles; major causes of mortality; the 
effectiveness of existing legislation; the present and historical role of sea turtles in local 
culture and economy; and recommendations for research, management, public 
awareness, and conservation initiatives. In the past decade, implementation of STRAP 
recommendations has resulted in changes in fisheries regulations; designation of 
protected areas; realization of long-term sea turtle population monitoring programs; 
adoption of standardized record-keeping and database management protocols; 
training of enforcement and natural resource officers; development of public 
awareness materials; creation of grassroots organizations; promotion of sustainable 
livelihoods in marginalized communities; a commitment to new partnerships (such as 
co-management); and a broadly enhanced capacity for sea turtle management 
within the nations participating in the CEP.   

  The experience of developing Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plans has set an example for 
other taxa-specific initiatives under the aegis of the CEP.  Among these examples are 
the consultative processes that led to the Regional Management Plan for the West 
Indian Manatee (UNEP 1995). In 1994, a UNEP meeting of experts concluded that ‘in 
light of the successful sea turtle recovery effort of WIDECAST … a similar structure would 
be desirable for the implementation of manatee activities in the region [including] the 
need to establish in each country, in consultation with the relevant governments, 
national recovery teams and country co-ordinators that will assist with the preparation 
of the country’s recovery plan and implementation of relevant conservation activities 
at the national level’ (UNEP 1994:10). Most recently, again building on the WIDECAST 
experience, the UNEP Caribbean Environment Programme will convene a ‘Regional 
Workshop of Experts on the Development of the Marine Mammal Action Plan for the 
Wider Caribbean Region’ in Barbados, 18-21 July 2005 (A. Vanzella-Khouri, UNEP, 
personal communication). 

  In 2002, UNEP adopted the sea turtle as the logo of the Caribbean Environment 
Programme and cited the region’s efforts to ‘promote best management practices for 
turtle survival, such as community-based eco-tourism, alternatives to beachfront 
lighting, protecting coral reefs and other feeding habitats, and improving law 
enforcement and the regulatory framework’ as evidence that, ‘through the Caribbean 
Environment Programme, governments are co-operating to create a more sustainable 
future for marine and coastal resources in the Wider Caribbean Region’ (UNEP 2001).  
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APPENDIX II 

WIDECAST Country Coordinators
 

 

ANGUILLA: 

James C. Gumbs  

Director 

Department of Fisheries 

   and Marine Resources 

Crocus Hill 

Anguilla, British West Indies 

Tel: (264) 497 2871   

Fax: (264) 497 8567 

jc_gumbs@yahoo.com 

james.gumbs@gov.ai  

 

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA: 

Lucia Mings 

Executive Director  

Environ. Awareness Group 

P. O. Box 2103 

St. John’s, Antigua 

Tel: (268) 462-6236 

Fax: (268) 463-7740 

eag@candw.ag 

 

 

 

ARUBA:   

Dr. Richard and Edith 

  van der Wal 

Turtugaruba Foundation 

C. Huygensstraat #8 

Oranjestad, Aruba 

Dutch Caribbean 

Tel: (297) 582-0400 

wal@setarnet.aw 

 

BAHAMAS: 

Eleanor Phillips 

Bahamas Program Director 

The Nature Conservancy 

P. O. Box CB 11398 

Caves Village, Bldg 5 (Ste 2) 

West Bay Street 

Nassau, Bahamas  

Tel: (242) 327-2414  

Fax: 327-2417 

ephillips@tnc.org 

 

 

 

BARBADOS: 

Dr. Julia Horrocks 

Senior Lecturer 

Dept. Biological and  

  Chemical Sciences 

University of the West Indies 

Cave Hill Campus (POB 64) 

Bridgetown, Barbados 

Tel: (246) 417-4320 

Fax: (246) 417-4325 

horrocks@uwichill.edu.bb 

 

BELIZE: 

Janet Gibson, M.Sc. 

Wildlife Conservation Society  

3 St. Edward St. (POB 2038) 

Belize City, Belize  

Tel: (501) 223-3271  

Cell: (501) 610-2090 

jgibson@btl.net 
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David Craig 

President 

Belize Audubon Society 

12 Fort Street (POB 1001) 

Belize City, Belize 

Tel: (501) 235-004 

Fax: (501) 234-985 

dcraig@btl.net 

 

BERMUDA: 

Jennifer Gray 

Coordinator 

Bermuda Turtle Project 

Bermuda Aquarium,  

    Museum and Zoo 

P. O. Box FL 145 

Flatts, FL BX, Bermuda 

Tel: (441) 293-2727 x122 

Fax: (441) 293-3176 

jagray-c@gov.bm 

 

BRAZIL: 

Maria (‘Neca’) Marcovaldi 

Presidente 

Fundaçao Pró-TAMAR 

Caixa Postal 2219 

Salvador-Bahia 

CEP: 40.210-970, Brazil 

Tel: (55 71) 876-1045, -1020 

Fax: (55 71) 876-1067 

neca@tamar.org.br 

 

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS:       

Bertrand Lettsome 

Chief, Conservation and  

  Fisheries Department 

    Contact person: 

    Mervin Hastings  

    Marine Biologist 

Ministry of Natural Resources 

P. O. Box 3323 

Road Town, Tortola 

British Virgin Islands 

Tel: (284) 494-5681, -5682 

Fax: (284) 494-2670 

bblettsome@gov.vg 

mervin_hastings@hotmail.com 

 

CAYMAN ISLANDS: 

Gina Ebanks-Petrie 

Director 

Protection and Conserv. Unit  

Department of Environment 

P. O. Box 486 GT 

Grand Cayman 

Cayman Islands 

Tel: (345) 949-8469 

Fax: (345) 949-4020 

Gina.Ebanks-Petrie@gov.ky 

 

COLOMBIA: 

Elizabeth Taylor 

Directora General 

CORALINA  

    Contact person: 

    Zunilda Baldonado 

    Marine Biologist 

Carretera San Luis  

  Bigth Km 26  

Isla San Andres, Colombia 

Tel: (09851) 20080 - 26853  

Fax (09851) 20081  

Coralsai@telecom.com.co 

zuni_bal@hotmail.com 

COSTA RICA: 

Didiher Chacón Chaverri 

Director 

Programa para la Conser-  

  vación de las Tortugas  

  Marinas del Caribe Sur 

Asociación ANAI  

Apdo. 170-2070, Sabanilla 

San José, Costa Rica 

Tel: (506) 224-3570 

Fax: (506) 253-7524 

tortugas@sol.racsa.co.cr 

 

CUBA: 

Felix Moncada G. 

Biologo Pesquero 

Jefe del Programa de 

   Tortugas Marinas 

Centro de Investigaciones  

  Pesqueras (CIP) 

5ta. y 248, Barlovento 

Playa, La Habana, Cuba 

Tel/Fax: (537) 24 5895 

fmoncada@cip.telemar.cu 

 

DOMINICA: 

Terry Orlando Raymond 

Executive Director 

Dominica Youth Environment 

  Organisation Inc. 

P. O. Box 780, Roseau 

Commonwealth of Dominica 

Tel: (767) 449-8012 

Tel: (767) 245-3040 

Fax: (767) 449-2160 

tor70@cwdom.dm 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: 

Dr. Yolanda M. Leon 

Escuela de Biologia 

Facultad de Ciencia 

Universidad Autonoma de  

   Santo Domingo 

Santo Domingo 

Republica Dominicana 10105 

ymleon@yahoo.com 

 

FRENCH GUIANA: 

Benoit de Thoisy 

Scientific Coordinator 

Association Kwata  

BP 672 

F-97335 Cayenne cedex 

Guyane française 

Tel/Fax: (594) 38 73 23 

thoisy@kwata.org 

 

FRENCH WEST INDIES: 

Martinique: 

Séverine Raigné 

Coordinator 

Marine Turtle Programme 

SEPANMAR 

7 impasse Constantin  

    Sylvestre 

97200 Fort de France 

Martinique, F.W.I. 

Tel: 06.96.43.20.90 

severine.raigne@ool.fr 

 

Guadeloupe: 

Eric Delcroix  

Animateur Réseau Tortues 

   Marines Guadeloupe 

Association Kap'Natirel 

App. 1533 Res. La Marina 

   Rivière Sens 

97 113 Gourbeyre 

Guadeloupe, F.W.I. 

Tel: 0690 81 1234 

erdelcroix@wanadoo.fr 

 

Saint Barthélemy: 

Franciane Le Quellec 

Marine Park Manager 
Res. Naturelle de St. Barth  

BP 683, 97099  

Saint Barthélemy Cèdex  

French West Indies 

resnatbarth@wanadoo.fr 

 

St. Martin: 

Nicolas Maslach 

Marine Park Manager 
Res. Naturelle de 

   Saint Martin 

16 Rue de Coralita 

Quartier d'Orleans 

97150 St. Martin 

French West Indies 

nmaslach@yahoo.fr 

 

GRENADA: 

Crafton J. Isaac 

Fisheries Officer II 

Fisheries Division 

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands,  

   Forestry and Fisheries 

Ministerial Complex 

Botanical Gardens 

St. Georges, Grenada 

Tel: (473) 440-3831 

Fax: (473) 440-6613 

crafton.isaac@gmail.com 

 

Carl Lloyd and Becky King 

Directors, Ocean Spirits 

P. O. Box 1373 

Grand Anse 

St. George’s, Grenada 

Tel: (473) 442-0399 

oceanspirits@caribsurf.com 

 

GUATEMALA:  

Colum Muccio 

Director Administrativo y 

  Desarrollo, ARCAS 

4 Ave. 2-47, Sector B5 

  Zona 8 Mixco 

San Cristóbal 

Guatemala 

Tel/Fax: (502) 478-4096 

arcas@intelnet.net.gt 

arcaspeten@hotmail.com 

 

Anabella Barrios 

Coordinadora WIDECAST/  

  RCA Guatemala 

    Contact person: 

    Ana Beatriz Rivas Chacon      

    Biologa, Fundación Mario  

      Dary Rivera 

14 av A 15-10 zona 6 

Ciudad Guatemala 

Guatemala 01006 

Tel: (502) 2 289 4219 /  

  2 254 7444 / 2 289 1164 

Fax: (502) 2 289 4219 
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anabella_barrios@yahoo.com 
abarrios@gua.net 

ab_rivas_ch@yahoo.com 

 

GUYANA: 

Annette Arjoon 

Vice Chairman 

Guyana Marine Turtle  

   Conservation Society  

Le Meridien Pegasus Hotel 

Kingston, Georgetown 

Guyana 

Tel: (5922) 54483 

Fax: (5922) 60532 

gmtcs@networksgy.com 

 

Dr. Peter C.H. Pritchard   

Guyana Special Advisor 

Director 

Chelonian Research Institute 

401 South Central Avenue 

Oviedo, Florida 32765 USA 

Tel: (407) 365-6347  

Fax: (407) 977-5142 

chelonianRI@aol.com 

 

HAITI: 

Jean W. Wiener 

Director 

Fondation pour la Protection  

   de la Biodiversite Marine 

   (FoProBiM) 

B.P. 642 

Port-au-Prince, Haiti 

Tel: (509) 401-7829 

jwwiener@aol.com 
foprobim@aol.com 
 

HONDURAS: 

Dr. Gustavo A. Cruz 

Professor, Depto. Biologia 

Univ. Nacional Autónoma 

   de Honduras 

Tegucigalpa, Honduras 

Tel: (504) 32-0419 

 

Carlos Molinero 

MOPAWI 

Apdo. Postal 2175 

Tegucigalpa, Honduras 

Tel/Fax: (504) 235-8659 

mopawi@optinet.hn 

 

JAMAICA: 

Andrea Donaldson 

Director, Wildlife Unit 

National Environment and  

   Planning Agency 

53½ Molynes Road 

Kingston 10, Jamaica 

Tel: (876) 754-7547 (-50) 

Fax: (876) 754-7595 (-6) 

adonaldson@nepa.gov.jm 

 

MEXICO: 

Dr. Georgita Ruiz 

Coordinación Nacional de  

  Especies Prioritarias para 

  la Conservación (CONANP) 

Camino al Ajusco Núm  

  200-3er piso 

Col. Jardines de la Montaña 

Del. Tlalpán 

14210, México D.F. México 

georgitarm@conanp.gob.mx 

Vicente Guzmán Hernández 

Jefe de Proyecto Tortugas  

   Marinas 

Dir. Gral. de Vida Silvestre 

Delegación SEMARNAT  

   Campeche 

Oficina Regional Carmen 

Av Lòpez Mateos x Av. Hèroes 

   del 21 de abril s/n  

   col. playa norte 

Cd. del Carmen, Campeche  

México. C.P. 24120 

Tel: (01-938) 384-36-91 

vguzman@conanp.gob.mx 

 

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES: 

Curaçao: 

Brian Leysner 

Manager 

Curaçao Underwater Park 

CARMABI 

P. O. Box 2090 

Curaçao 

Netherlands Antilles 

Tel: (599 9) 624-242 

Fax: (599 9) 627-680 

leysner@cura.net 

 

Bonaire: 

Kalli De Meyer 

Executive Director 

Coral Resource Management  

   / Fundashon pa Bon Koral 

c/o Caribbean Club 

Bara di Karta z/n 

Hilltop, Bonaire 

Netherlands Antilles 
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Tel: + 599-717-5010 

Cell: + 599-786-0675 

kdm@telbonet.an 

 

Imre Esser 

President 

Sea Turtle Conservation  

  Bonaire (STCB) 

   Contact person: 

   Mabel Nava 

   Project Director 

Kaya Aquamarine 14 

P. O. Box 492 

Bonaire 

Netherlands Antilles 

Tel/Fax: (599) 717-5074 

stcb@bonaireturtles.org 

 

Saba: 

David Kooistra 

Manager 

Saba Marine Park/Saba  

    Hyperbaric Facility 

P. O. Box 18 

The Bottom, Saba 

Netherlands Antilles 

Tel: (599) 416-3295 

Fax: (599) 416-3435 

snmp@unspoiledqueen.com 

 

Sint Maarten: 

Andy Caballero 

Manager 

St. Maarten Marine Park 

Nature Foundation of Sint  

   Maarten 

Great Bay Marina Unit #3 

P. O. Box 863, Philipsburg 

Sint Maarten 

Netherlands Antilles 

Tel: (599 5) 420-267 

Fax: (599 5) 420-268 

naturesxm@megatropic.com 

 

St. Eustatius: 

Nicole Esteban 

Manager 

St Eustatius National and  

   Marine Parks 

Gallows Bay 

St. Eustatius 

Netherlands Antilles 

Tel: (599) 3 182884 

Fax: (599) 3 182913 

semp@goldenrocknet.com 

 

MONTSERRAT: 

John Jeffers 

Chief Fisheries Officer 

Ministry of Agriculture, Trade 

  and Environment 

P.O. Box 272 

Grove Botanic Station 

Montserrat 

Tel: (664) 491-2075 

Fax: (664) 491-9275 

minifish@candw.ag 

 

NICARAGUA: 

Dr. Cynthia Lagueux 

Conservation Zoologist 

Wildlife Conservation Society 

Apartado Postal 59 

Bluefields, RAAS 

Nicaragua 

Tel/Fax: (505) 822-1410, 

   822-2344 

clagueux@wcs.org 

 

PANAMA: 

Argelis Ruiz 

Manager 

Ctr Tropical Paleoecology  

  and Archaeology (CTPA) 

Smithsonian Tropical  

  Research Institute (STRI) 

P. O. Box 2072 

Balboa, Panamá 

Republic of Panamá 

Tel: (507) 212-8242 

Fax: (507) 212-8154 

ruiza@si.edu 

 

PUERTO RICO: 

Carlos E. Diez 

Endangered Species Progr. 

Department of Natural and  

   Environmental Resources  

A.P. 9066600 

San Juan 

Commonwealth of Puerto  

  Rico 00906-6600  

Tel: (787) 724-8774 

  ext 2237 or 4039  

Fax 787-724-0365 

cediez@caribe.net 

 

Lesbia L. Montero 

University of Puerto Rico –  

   CUH Station 

Sea Grant College Program 
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100 Road 908, Humacao 

Puerto Rico 00791-4300 

Tel: (787) 850-9385 

Fax: (787) 850-0710 

cem_sg@webmail.uprh.edu 

 

ST. KITTS & NEVIS: 

Emile Pemberton 

Fisheries Develop. Officer 

Department of Fisheries 

Prospect Estate 

St. Johns Parish, Nevis 

St. Kitts & Nevis  

Tel: (869) 469-5521 ext 2161 

Fax: (869) 469-1698 

masaisimba2004@yahoo.com 

 

Kate Orchard 

St. Christopher Heritage  

  Society 

P. O. Box 888 

Basseterre, St. Kitts 

Tel: (869) 465-6534 

Tel/Fax: (869) 465-5584 

orchards@caribsurf.com 

 

ST. LUCIA: 

Dawn Pierre-Nathoniel 

Fisheries Biologist 

Department of Fisheries 

Ministry of Agriculture,  

   Forestry and Fisheries 

Pointe Seraphine 

Castries, St. Lucia 

Tel: (758) 468-4141, -4135 

Fax: (758) 452-3853 

deptfish@slumaffe.org 

SURINAME: 

Henri Reichart [Acting] 

WIDECAST Guayana Shield  

  Program Officer 

348 Hickory Lane 

San Rafael 

California 94903 USA 

Tel: (415) 472-2939 

Fax: (415) 472-2959 

har26@sbcglobal.net 

 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO: 

Dennis Sammy 

Vice Chairman 

Nature Seekers 

10 ¼ MM  

Toco Main Road 

Matura, Trinidad 

Rep. Trinidad and Tobago 

Tel/Fax: (868) 668-7337 

natseek@tstt.net.tt 

 

Tanya Clovis 

Vice President  

SOS Tobago 

P. O. Box 27 

Scarborough, Tobago 

Rep. Trinidad and Tobago 

Tel: (868) 639-0026 

Fax: (868) 639-8441 

tanya_clovis@hotmail.com 

 

Stephen Poon [Invited] 

Forester 1 

Wildlife Section- 

   Forestry Division 

Farm Road 

St. Joseph, Trinidad 

Rep. Trinidad and Tobago 

Fax: (868) 645-4288 

poon_st@hotmail.com 

 

TURKS & CAICOS ISL: 

Judith Garland-Campbell  

Director 

Department of Environment  

  and Coastal Resources 

   Contact person:  

   Kathy Lockhart 

   Scientific Officer 

Grand Turk 

Turks & Caicos Islands 

Tel: (649) 946-3306 

Fax: (649) 946-3710 

klockhartdecr@tciway.tc 

jlcampbell@gov.tc 

 

U. S. A. 

Barbara Schroeder 

Natl. Sea Turtle Coordinator 

NOAA / National Marine  

   Fisheries Service 

Office of Protected  

   Resources F/PR3 

1315 East West Hwy 

Silver Spring 

Maryland 20910 USA 

Tel: (301) 713-1401 ext 147 

Fax: (301) 713-0376 

Barbara.schroeder@noaa.gov 

 

U. S. VIRGIN ISLANDS: 

Rafe Boulon, Chief 

Resource Management 
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Virgin Islands National Park 

1300 Cruz Bay Creek 

St. John, USVI  00830 

Tel: (340) 693-8950 ext 224 

Fax: (340) 693-9500 

rafe_boulon@nps.gov 

 

VENEZUELA: 

M.Sc. Hedelvy J. Guada  

Directora 

Centro de Investigación y  

  Conservación de Tortugas  

  Marinas-CICTMAR 

Apdo. 50.789 

Caracas 1050-A, Venezuela 

Tel/Fax: (58) (212) 761-6355  

95-79050@usb.ve 

 

 

WIDECAST General Contacts    

Crispin d’Auvergne 

“UNFCCC  Specialist” 

Sustainable Development,  

  Science & Technology Of. 

Min. Finance and Planning 

POB 709, Castries, St. Lucia 

Tel: (758) 468-4461 

Fax: (758) 451-6958 

dcrispin@hotmail.com 

 

Didiher Chacón Chaverri 

WIDECAST Coordinador:  

  Central America y México 

Asociación ANAI 

[ see Costa Rica ] 

Daniel Dunn  

Staff Scientist, WIDECAST 

Nicholas School Marine Lab 

Duke University 

135 Duke Marine Lab Road 

Beaufort, North Carolina  

28516 USA 

Tel: (252) 504-7566 

Fax: (252) 504-7648 

ddunn@widecast.org 

 

Dr. Karen L. Eckert 

Executive Director 

WIDECAST 

Nicholas School Marine Lab 

Duke University 

135 Duke Marine Lab Road 

Beaufort, North Carolina 

28516 USA 

Tel: (252) 504-7597 

Fax: (252) 504-7648 

keckert@widecast.org 

 

Dr. Scott A. Eckert 

Director of Science 

WIDECAST 

Nicholas School Marine Lab 

Duke University 

135 Duke Marine Lab Road 

Beaufort, North Carolina  

28516 USA 

Tel: (252) 504-7598 

Fax: (252) 504-7648 

seckert@widecast.org 

 

M.Sc. Hedelvy Guada 

WIDECAST Coordinadora: 

  Sur America y las Antillas  

  Mayores 

Directora, CICTMAR 

[see Venezuela] 

 

Dr. Julia A. Horrocks 

Coordinator 

Marine Turtle Tagging Ctr 

University of the West Indies 

[see Barbados] 

 

Dr. Jim Richardson 

Scientific Director 

Jumby Bay Hawksbill Sea  

  Turtle Project 

c/o Institute of Ecology 

University of Georgia 

Athens, Georgia 30602 USA 

Tel: (706) 542-6036 

Fax: (706) 542-6040 

rainforestry@earthlink.net 

 

Jan Voordouw 

WIDECAST Media Coordinator 

Regional Director for the  

 Caribbean & Central    

  America 

Panos Jamaica 

21 Highland Close 

Kingston 19, Jamaica 

panosjamaica@aol.com 
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APPENDIX III  
  Dr. Karen L. Eckert received her Bachelor's Degree in Biology with Highest Honors from 
Principia College in 1980, and later a Certificate in Global Policy Studies (1987) and a 
doctorate in Zoology (1988) from the University of Georgia.  Her Certificate thesis was 
entitled, “Multilateral Conservation - A Critique of Past and Present Efforts in the Wider 
Caribbean Region”; her Dissertation was entitled, “Nesting Biology of the Leatherback 
Sea Turtle, Dermochelys coriacea”.  She has been active for more than two decades in 
the fields of sea turtle research and international conservation policy.  She is currently 
Executive Director of the Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network (WIDECAST) 
and an Assistant Research Scientist on the faculty of Duke University, North Carolina.  
She is based at the university’s Nicholas School Marine Laboratory. 

  WIDECAST embraces the largest regional network sea turtle research and conserva-
tion projects in the world, and is tasked with preventing the extinction of six species of 
endangered sea turtles in the Caribbean basin.  Volunteer Country Coordinators serve 
in nearly 40 Caribbean states and territories, and the network emphasizes science-
based tools in national policy-making and community conservation initiatives.  Experts 
work closely with Country Coordinators, as well as with local WIDECAST Partner 
Organizations, to develop comprehensive national-level “Sea Turtle Recovery Action 
Plans”.  WIDECAST assists government agencies and non-government groups in the 
implementation of priority Action Plan recommendations, as well as in the design and 
implementation of regionally harmonized research and management projects. 

  This innovative program is a model for multilateral marine resource management in 
the Caribbean region and throughout the world. For her work as Executive Director of 
WIDECAST, Dr. Eckert was inducted into the “Global 500 Roll of Honour for 
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Environmental Achievement” by the United Nations in 1994.  UNEP has characterized 
her as “one of the most important figures in conservation and grassroots community 
empowerment in the field of endangered species in the Wider Caribbean Region.”  In 
1996 she was among the first cohort of Pew Fellows in Marine Conservation, a 
prestigious 3-yr fellowship that specifically recognized her efforts to restore depleted sea 
turtle populations and to promote sustainable coexistence between Caribbean 
peoples and their marine resources.  Most recently she received the 2003 Chevron-
Texaco Conservation Award for “providing the world with a unique model that shows 
how people and marine life are not only able to coexist, but to flourish.” 

  In addition to her work with WIDECAST, Dr. Eckert's personal research has taken her 
through-out the Western Atlantic, and into the Mediterranean Sea, Eastern Tropical 
Pacific, and Southeast Asia.  She is a valued consultant to many governments and inter-
governmental and non-governmental organizations.  She has published numerous 
scientific and general interest articles, technical manuals, and policy documents.  Her 
most recent book, “Sea Turtles: An Ecological Guide” (Gulko and Eckert, 2004) is 
available from Mutual Publishing, Honolulu. 

  She is a member of the U.S. Pacific and the Atlantic/Caribbean Sea Turtle Recovery 
Teams, and the Marine Turtle Specialist Group of the IUCN Species Survival Commission.  
She served as Senior Editor of the Marine Turtle Newsletter, a scholarly bilingual 
publication with subscribers in more than 100 nations, for ten years (1988-1997), and is 
now a member of the Editorial Board. 

 

 

 

 


