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St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Emma Doyle, Project Manager WIDECAST and
~ Olando Harvey, Marine Biologist TCMP
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Lucine Edwards




TCMP Marine Biologist, Olando Harvey
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ASSOCIATED LIVELIHOODS PROJECT

Sea Turtle Assessment, Tobago Cays Marine
Park (St. Vincent and the Grenadines)



Approach

 Encouraged and facilitated active participation of
existing institutions, programs and expertise in
determining research needs and monitoring activities

* Collaboratively developed the field study
methodology as a component of the training

o Staff participated alongside the Consultant in the field
survey



Training with Barbados Sea Turtle Project

e Preliminary visit

e Selection of participants

Mr Olando Harvey Marine Biologist, TCMP

Mr Albert Hanson Ranger and Boat Captain, TCMP

Mr lan Wilson Ranger, TCMP

Mr Jason Alexander Ranger, TCMP

Mr Owen Isaacs Ranger, Mayreau Patrol, TCMP

Mr Glenroy Adams Licensed Dive Operator

Ms Raven Hoflund Volunteer, Mustique Environmental

(self-funded) Committee



Training with Barbados Sea Turtle Project

* Design of intensive 4-day training agenda
e Classroom sessions for sharing of background and
best practices
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Training with Barbados Sea Turtle Project
e Preliminary visit

e Selection of participants

 Design of intensive 4-day training agenda

e Classroom sessions for sharing of background and
best practices

e Extensive field work experience — 14:30 hours in field
vs 9:50 hours in class
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Training with Barbados Sea Turtle Project

Preliminary visit
Selection of participants
Design of intensive 4-day training agenda

Classroom sessions for sharing of background and
best practices

Extensive field work experience — 14:30 hours in field
vs 9:50 hours in class

Exposure to full range of WIDECAST activities









Training with Barbados Sea Turtle Project

Preliminary visit
Selection of participants
Design of intensive 4-day training agenda

Classroom sessions for sharing of background and
best practices

Extensive field work experience

Exposure to full range of WIDECAST activities

Discussion of field work plans, led by Olando



Sensitivity to Marine Protected Area

e Speed limits > No turtle rodeos

e Visitor curiosity > Public relations confidence in
explaining research work

e Public visibility > Careful and humane treatment of
[ITELS

* User pressure > Timing of field work during low-
season and on low visitation days

* Local stakeholder > Avoidance of problems eg. driving
relations through nets
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Background

Established in 1997, Tobago Cays Marine Park (TCMP) is located in St.
Vincent and the Grenadlnes in the Eastern Caribbean. Sea turtles were
originally identified as “significant biodiversity” in the park’s management 35 'C3 -pep bﬁoq\
plan, and were listed as indicator species in the park’s monitoring and at the %
evaluation plan. However, no research had ever been undertaken to assess
the status of the park’s sea turtle populations, nor to assess the status of
their critical habitat. In 2010, the Wider ean Sea Turtle Con

Network (WIDECAS nd TCMP undertook the first-ever method

turtle ment in the park waters

Methods
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Benefits, next steps and MPA recommendations

* |ncreased professionalism, capacity and
understanding of MPA staff

e Benefits of getting office staff into the field






Benefits, next steps and MPA recommendations

* |ncreased professionalism, capacity and
understanding of MPA staff

e Benefits of getting office staff into the field

e |nvolvement in other WIDECAST activities
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Benefits, next steps and MPA recommendations

Increased professionalism, capacity and
understanding of MPA staff

Benefits of getting office staff into the field

Involvement in other WIDECAST activities

Wider impact of press releases and radio interviews
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Turtle Tagging in the Tobago Cays Marine Park

[Clifton] (OCTOBER 8, 2010) Research and tagging of the sea turtles of the Tobago Cays
Marine Park has been going on for the last two weeks, with the sea turtles being measured,
weighed and tagged by the park rangers who are working together with WIDECAST, the Wider
Caribbean Sea Turtle Conservation Network, in this great effort.

This is the first time that the park’s sea turtles have been the subject of such intense research.

WIDECAST representative Ms. Emma Doyle said “Most of the turtles tagged so far are green
turtles, and we’ve found a smaller number of hawksbill turtles. The Tobago Cays Marine Park is
an important feeding area for sea furtles. As visitors to the park will know from snorkeling
among them. turtles can be seen in the park feeding on its protected sea grass and coral reefs.”

Turtles travel great distances across the Caribbean Sea and beyond, visiting specific feeding,
mating and nesting areas. Being highly migratory animals, the park’s sea turtles might travel
from as far afield as Central America, the Dutch Antilles or Puerto Rico especially to feed in the
Tobago Cays Marine Park.

With metal tags on their flippers now showing individual numbers for each turtle (and in some
cases the turtles having been named after local friends and supporters), WIDECAST scientists in
more than 40 countries across the Caribbean. South and Central America will be on the look-out
for the newly tagged turtles as they travel to feed and nest in other countries.

The public can report sightings of tagged turtles to the park’s Marine Biologist, Mr. Olando
Harvey. He commented “Sea turtles are in danger of extinction and they face many survival
challenges over their lifetimes. Our mission is to protect the turtles in the park but we also care
very much about what happens to them when they travel away from us. Soon we hope to know
more about where they go at different stages in their lives.”




Benefits, next steps and MPA recommendations

Increased professionalism, capacity and
understanding of MPA staff

Benefits of getting office staff into the field
Involvement in other WIDECAST activities

Wider impact of press releases and radio interviews

Contact with hotels, hatchling release with school
students












Benefits, next steps and MPA recommendations

Increased professionalism, capacity and
understanding of MPA staff

Benefits of getting office staff into the field
Involvement in other WIDECAST activities

Wider impact of press releases and radio interviews
Contact with hotels, hatchling release with school
students

Opportunity to speak with government
representatives, agencies



and updated as needed in order to ensune cohesive framework: for staft duties, hatitat prote:
liancz monitoring,
5 unq.':rrfut Plan to refledt the finding: 'r":h- sen hortle n...r"r-:rr |burties]:
at TOMP is an important forazing e I:ﬂ"r'nrgrﬁm ‘s ) inithe Exstem
==an region, and that the turt
e thean expeched densitie

e Hesn expechsd
1 from illegal fishing,

ted by the public, strandings, hatch
WOk with the Consultant

e training to TWMCF Aaff
otocols. M Alesander, wiho has akben
representatnes of the My

krols &t varsble ho
myrEa Patrol is fully 5o

bzl p i s pesers;

ral Aeef 5 Worksh
- g and the ST s new asneness of s=a bt -dumt- oiver

Tl:l'-.'l"un- Hhurests to their population and inciuing boat
w arforoament officers, and the

ibit development within or scjacent to TOMP in onder b ensure the highast keyvel of protection of oitical

Frealoitat for tas turtes, both tes Eracc s

o thie ek

Thursday 8:50am!

o MaKimum bost spesd in Mayree

&5 habitat to critically
ine & the TCWP
ted B an Eoobourism destination, such
opment of akemabve, lomily mads

sratony rebune of ses turtes
Mayreau,

Mprizas of fa QiRing: BIzassment phases - the Aot on tnses only
.Lr.mn ftrend, J’d e ..-n-.ml:l-'r fr-:ﬂ-tf whene smrmals are captun



The Morals of the Story...

1. Work in partnerships

2. Adequately trained park rangers can
contribute to monitoring and data collection

3. Involve MPAs and seek training opportunities
with WIDECAST and CaMPAM |
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Thanksto“.
e Karen Eckert, Turtle Ambassador Extraordinaire!
e Lucine Edwards

Julia Horrocks, Darren Browne, Julian Walcott
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