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Mission Statement

The social and the environmental must now come together. 
Indeed, they should have never been apart



Health Hazard       
Awareness Campaign         
on Sea Turtle as Food

2010/2011

The Goal

Educate the public that the                         
traditional  consumption of turtle meat,                 
blood and eggs as food puts consumers                     

at a high risk of food poisoning                                                   

Once the link between human health hazards &            
sea turtle consumption becomes a publicly discussed issue, 

the market demand for turtle meat & eggs decreases              
and a total ban on sea turtle hunting in the State of 

Grenada is more likely to be approved by the Government



Location



Background info
The waters surrounding the tri-island State of Grenada & the 

Southern Grenadines provide foraging and mating areas   
for Green (Chelonia mydas) and Hawksbill turtles 

(Eretmochelys imbricata). Loggerheads (Caretta caretta) 
are decreasingly found in these waters. 

Leatherbacks (Dermochelys coriacea) & Hawksbills 
(Eretmochelys imbricata) nest on our beaches.





Hawksbill caught within MPA waters near 
Sandy Island, Carriacou

Targeted fishing practices (one speed boat with 3 fishers hauled 30 
turtles in one trip) and consumption of turtle eggs (for assumed 
aphrodisiac purposes-6 eggs in one go) are widespread.

Mature Hawksbills, caught at the beginning and end of the hunting 
season (September-April), are likely to be in their nesting period 
(May-December). 

In Grenada, nesting leatherbacks are under a greater pressure: the 
traditional culture of eating sea turtle eggs and meat brings 
poachers to defy the law and slaughter leatherbacks in unmonitored 
nesting beaches.

Leatherback caught near MPA waters



This Leatherback
was caught & dragged 
150 ft inshore in the 
south of the island on 

March 29, 2006

Enforcement of the present legislation is non-existent.                     
In Carriacou, non targeted Leatherbacks remain entangled in fishers‟ 

nets in March-April, at the end of their long journey from their 
foraging grounds to their nesting grounds or are caught while nesting



The turtle was named Donella 
after Donell, a boy from 
Carriacou who alerted us and 
helped in the turtle rescue 



Donella nested in Petit Carenage, Carriacou north,      
three months later, in June of 2006.

She returned to nest on the same beach in 2008 & 2010



Other chronic anthropogenic impacts affecting 
sea turtles include: loss of suitable nesting 
beaches due to development & sand mining

Sand mining in Petit Carenage, main nesting beach in Carriacou 
for leatherbacks & hawksbills, on July 14, 2010



Activities
- Power Point presentations

- Newspapers articles

- Leaflets

- Radio programs

- School programs

Based on current research 
findings related to the 
contamination of sea turtle meat 
& eggs by heavy metals & 
chemicals (METHYL-MERCURY, 
POLYCHLORINATED 
BIPHENYLS-PCBs, CADMIUM, 
chlordane, dieldrin, DDT) and 
potentially harmful bacteria.



Approach
Our Social/Educational Approach is:

- Avoiding the condemnation of traditional fishing 
practices and consumption of sea turtle meat and eggs

- Spreading verifiable information (scientific findings, 
photographs and case studies) on the potential health 
risks for humans (especially children and women of 
childbearing age) consuming turtle meat, blood and eggs

Kido sea 
turtle 
presentation  
Harvey Vale 
primary 
school 
Carriacou  
2011



• Also the Caribbean
sea is polluted

• Turtles are long 
distance migratory 
species & may spend 
part of their life in 
highly contaminated 
areas (i.e. The Gulf!)

• During their long lives  
turtles accumulate 
elevated levels of 
contaminants.

- Pointing out facts: 
• Sea creatures safe to consume 50 years ago may no longer     
be safe, because ocean pollution reached dangerous levels, due 
to the planet’s rapid industrialization  utilizing mercury (in the 
past 40 years)

STATE of the OCEAN 

LESS THAN 4% is INTACT       



- Listing possible negative health effects caused by the 
consumption of contaminated turtle meat, blood & eggs, 
such as brain damage in fetuses and children

- Explaining that, though some people who ate turtle or eggs 
for many years feel healthy, this does not prove that the 
building up of contaminants in their body is not present. 
Records show that any turtle today may be heavily 
contaminated and its consumption can pose risks of serious 
food poisoning 

Grenada, June 12, 2010. Kido Power Point presentation at media retreat event, 
with the participation of Dr. Jennifer Isaac, MD 



“The impact on Health of Consuming Turtle Products” 
Leaflet produced by Dr. Jennifer Isaac, MD in collaboration with 

Kido Foundation & Grenada Fund for Conservation
The leaflet is distributed to audiences of Power Point presentations, 

including school children

- Debunking myths that eating sea turtle does not cure 
anemia, asthma and respiratory problems and eggs are NOT 
aphrodisiacal: there are no data supporting such claims, on the 
contrary, eggs can have high concentrations of pollutants that 
might actually impair fertility !



- Introducing a variety of case studies of food poisoning & 
contaminated turtles around the world & proof that 
unhealthy turtles are also found locally

- Indicating that a healthy looking turtle may in fact be 
contaminated ! 

The photos of these two green turtles were very effective to show the  danger of 
eating turtle meat, especially when it was explained that fibropapillomatosis  is a 
process and can be internal too. 
Tainted turtle meat is often offered for sale in public local markets, regardless of 
evident tumors, which are simply cut off.
The turtle in left photo was rescued by Kido at the Carriacou fish market in 2007. 
It was for sale for public consumption. Juvenile green on the right, rescued in 2010.



The October 2010 issue of widely distributed Caribbean Compass 
published a two-page article by Kido Foundation: 

„Sea Turtles and Their eggs: NO LONGER SAFE FOOD‟

We received positive feedbacks from readers as far as China 
(from Sea Turtles 911 in Hainan Island) requesting to publish 
the article for educational purposes. 



In September 2010 
a more extensive 
article was 
published by the 
Grenadian Voice



Interviews and Radio Programs 
Tyrone Buckmire, 

Kido Foundation director, 

held two interviews 

in Grenada with MTV 

and WEE FM radio on 

June 12 and July 6, 2010

Tyrone  conducted three Q&A programs at two local radio stations in 
Carriacou: Kayak 106 FM & Sister Isles Radio in December 2010.

These radio programs had a wide audience in Carriacou & the Grenadines 
islands and the notion that sea turtles are no longer safe to eat became 
the ‘talk of the town’. In several occasions we were told that fishermen 
were having a hard time selling turtles!
If the consumption of turtle meat and eggs decreases, out of caution 
and care for the health of children and mothers, there will be less 
incentives for fishers to set their nets for turtles. 

More radio programs are scheduled in Grenada with Spice Capital Radio             
for a two-month period, as well as added media interviews



Power Point presentations are ongoing in the primary and 
secondary schools of Carriacou: children report home their 
clear understanding that it is not safe to eat turtle meat 
and eggs and show their parents Dr. Isaac’s leaflet to 
support their statements

Kido presentations also                                                     
highlight that hunting                                                     
turtles is a cruel practice                                             
inflicted on peaceful animals                                              
that play an important role                                                     
in the marine ecosystem                                                                            

In a fishing community it is necessary to communicate that 
sea turtles are essential for keeping healthy reefs & sea 
grass beds and that, due to the turtle-jellyfish-fish larval 
food chain, the massive decline of sea turtles also 
contributes to the rapid decline of ocean fisheries

Green turtle rescued by Kido Team 
& local children



1- Write (lobby) to the Ministry in charge…but do not 
expect an answer or an immediate action

2- Use local RADIOS to spread 
your message: IT WORKS !

3- Communicate your message to 
CHILDREN at school: they listen, 
understand and carry the message 
to their families and friends

4- Make sure your facts are supported by scientific 
evidence and are verifiable by your audience (Internet)

5- A locally respected professional (an MD in our case) 
supporting your findings adds credibility to your message

Lessons learned (so far…)



Lessons learned (so far…) 2

6- Listen to your audience, some of their questions may 
take you by surprise. 

A sample of questions and statements we received following the 
radio programs and when talking to people on the street:

a) Sea turtles are not legally protected all year around in Grenada 
because they are not an endangered species in Grenada!

b) If the turtles with tumors are released back to the sea, is this 
dangerous to humans? Will this cause more pollution in the sea? 
Should we kill them when we find them?

c) If you inject a cancerous tissue of an animal to another one 
that has cancer, this one is cured! 



End of presentation…

…beginning of a Vision



Declaration of Interdependence
excerpts - David Suzuki Foundation

We humans are but one of thirty million species 
weaving the thin layer of life enveloping the world

The stability of communities of living things 
depends upon this diversity



Linked in that web, we are interconnected —
using, cleansing, sharing and replenishing        

the fundamental elements of life.

Our home, planet Earth, is finite; 
all life shares its resources and the energy from 

the sun, and therefore has limits to growth.



For the first time, we have touched those limits.

When we compromise the air, the water, the soil
and the variety of life, we steal from the 

endless future to serve the fleeting present.



At this turning point 

in our relationship 

with Earth, 

we work for an 
evolution:                        

from dominance

to Partnership

from fragmentation

to Connection

from insecurity

to Interdependence



Thank you!


