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Turtle Village Trust:
ÅIndependent

ÅNon-partisan

ÅNon-profit

Since 2006, TVT facilitates empowerment and 

sustainable livelihood development of coastal 

communities of T&T through knowledge-based sea 

turtle conservation, protection and monitoring 

initiatives. 



Turtle Village Trust: 

Sea turtle 

conservation

by communities, 

for communities 

and in 

communities.



Founding partners

Title sponsor of the NSTCP

Other key stakeholders



Areas of focus

Conservation

ωResearch & 
Monitoring

ωProtection

ωClimate change

Public 
Awareness & 

Education

Sustainable 
Community 
Development

ωCapacity Building

ωEcotourism & 
Livelihood 

Sea turtle conservation by communities, for 
communities and in communities.



Conservation 



Patrols, tagging, data collection and study are 
carried out on a nightly basis consistently 
throughout the nesting season: 

- Index beaches

Trinidad: Grande Riviere, Matura, 

Fishing Pond, Grande Tacarib, 

Manzanilla, San Souci/Big Bay, 

Blanchisseuse Bay 

Tobago: Turtle Beach, Back Bay, 

Grafton/Stonehaven, Star Wood 

Bay and Bacolet Beach

- Survey beaches: 36+







Conservation 
389 Project Participants ς

Under 25 years: 12 female, 
21 male

Community persons trained in 
Åsea turtle tagging and data 
collection

Ånest excavation and evaluation

Åbeach profiling

Åoffshore sampling and in-water 

- SCUBA   - Kayak

Åsatellite telemetry



Engaging Communities

Tobago: 7 CBOs across 29 
beaches

Trinidad: 10 CBOs across 
19 beaches











Practical Adaptation Project

ά/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ !/¢¢Υ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ōȅ /ƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ ¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻōŀƎƻ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ 
ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ

Climate Change

TVT developed communication
materialsto educatethe public
on the impactof climatechange
on society and sea turtles as
well asmeasuresto reduceand
adapt to the impact of such
changes





OUTPUTS
Conservation 

º The protection  and monitoring of  our marine turtle nesting 

populations and gather information to provide the most 

accurate assessment of the population size of leatherbacks, 

hawksbills and greens  and strengthen the National Sea 

Turtle  Database that will inform management, policy and 

legislative decisions.

º Information will be gathered  about the resident population

of hawksbills and greens, foraging on the reefs and sea grass 

beds around Trinidad & Tobago that will inform 

management decisions. 



Index 
beaches

Survey 
beaches

Reefs & 
Seagrass

beds

Inform 
management, 

policy, 
legislation

Eco-tourism & 
Sustainable 
Community 

Development



ÅΨbŀǘǳǊŀƭΩ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀΥ
ÅErosion
ÅSea level rise
ÅFlooding
ÅDogs & predators
ÅSargassum

Overcoming challenges





ÅSafety of beaches

ÅPollution

ÅRegulation of beach use:

ÅCamping

ÅVehicles

ÅCoastal Development

Overcoming challenges


