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In 1970 and 1980 Matura beach was infested with rotting turtles.

The Early Years



Over 30% of all turtles were slaughtered

Á Meat

Á Eggs

Á Bait

Á Fun



The Wildlife Section engaged the Matura community in turtle 

conservation and decision making process as they:

*Supported and facilitated the growth of Nature Seekers.

*Provided opportunity for training in tour guiding and data 

recording

*Even assisted in fundraising activities.

Community Mobilization



*Presently, the community of Matura has a population of 1445 persons. 

*In Matura there are 753 (52.1%) are males and 692 (47.9%) are females. 

*1 Primary and 1 secondary school

*Police station

*Health Centre

Demographics



People and Turtles
ÇMain Turtle Nesting Areas

Grand Riviere 1km

Matura 8.8km

Fishing Pond 6km

ÇProtected Areas & Major Turtle Conservation  Activities

ÇDeveloping Community Programs

ÇOther Spontaneous Nesting



Main Species of
Marine Turtles 
Nesting at 
Matura

Hawksbill Turtle Green TurtlePhoto courtesy: Blue Flag

Leatherback Turtle



Our approach



Economic Linkages

Training & 
Education   

ÅEducation & Awareness

ÅCapacity Building 

ÅCo-Management

Small 
Business 

Enterprises

ÅTours

ÅFood & Beverage

ÅAgriculture & Forestry

ÅLocal Art & Crafts

ÅAccommodation

ÅCottage Industry

Research & 
Monitoring

ÅTurtle Protection

ÅData Collection



Investment in the Community

Activities & Work

Cultural

Social

Human

Natural

Built

Financial

Satisfaction of Fundamental needs

Creating Sustainability and 
Community well being

Training Assets

Extraction of goods & services

Source: WWF



Partnership Mobilization



Annual Beach Cleanup Event

The primary goal of this event is to clean 5km of the beach and remove all 

debris and litter that can prevent successful nesting. It is also done in order 

to provide a safe environment for our turtle viewing program 



Beach Cleanup Event
Before

During

After



Beach Cleanup Activities

Sand Turtle Competition Education & Awareness



Sand Turtle Competition



Patrolling Efforts
Population Status Monitoring



Flipper tagging

Population Status Monitoring

PIT tagging Scanning 

Flipper tagging Measuring



Threats to Sea Turtles



Seasonality

February ïMay

Males and Females

Four of nine leatherbacks which drowned entangled in 

a single gillnet at Matura Beach, Trinidad
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Number of Turtles & Events

Turtles Events Returning Turtle Events

Lack of Equipment & Human 
Resources



Venezuela - 2

Nova Scotia ï3

New York - 1

South Carolina - 1

Florida - 1

International Sighting/Stranding

Mediterranean Sea ï3



Port ofPort ofPort ofPort ofPort ofPort ofPort ofPort ofPort of

 Spain Spain Spain Spain Spain Spain Spain Spain Spain
G

ra
n

d
e

 R
iv

e
ra

  
B

e
a

c
h

M
a
d
a
m

a
s

 B
e
a
c
h

G
ra

n
d
 T

a
c
a
ri
b
e

  
B

e
a
c
h

P
a
ri
a
 

  
B

e
a
c
h

Matura Beach

Fishing Pond Beach

Manzanilla Beach

3 Returns

402 Returns 2005/6

2215 tag returns

Local Sighting / Stranding



Tourism Impact

Nesting Duration of Leatherbacks

A̧pproaching 

B̧ody Pitting

Ḑigging

Ļaying 

Çovering

Çamouflaging

Human Influence

Ļights

P̧hotography

Ţouching

Şize of Group





Nest excavation  Program

Tourism Impact

Á To determine the success rate of 

turtle hatchlings

Á Determining the extent of 

beach/nest loss

Á Evaluate the impact of human 

traffic on the beach.




