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Introduction: Aruba 

• Small nesting population

 Individual turtles

• Biggest threat: Habitat loss

 Development

 Light

• Barricades



Monitoring:
Four sea turtle species nest on Aruba

Leatherback O

 Dermochelys coriacea

• Green Turtle O
 Chelonia mydas

• Loggerhead O
 Caretta caretta

• Hawksbill O
 Eretmochelys imbricata



Number of nests
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Research: DNA

• mtDNA Leatherbacks (n=45)
 Nesting population Aruba related to the Southern Caribbean 

(Trinidad/Guyana) stock

 All but one sample (Northern Caribbean, St. Croix)

• (mt)DNA Hawksbill & Green turtles
 Currently analyzed in the Netherlands



Research: Nest temperatures

28.0

28.5

29.0

29.5

30.0

30.5

55 57 59 61 63 65 67 69 71 73 75

A
m

b
ie

n
t

te
m

p
e
ra

tu
re
(˚
C
)

Incubation (days)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

555657585960616263646566676869707172737475

• Leatherback

• n=474



Research: Telemetry

Year DC CM CC EI

2014 3 3 1

2015 6 2 1 1

2016 3 2 2

2017 3

2018 ....

Total 15 7 4 1



Leatherbacks



Case: Green Turtle

• 2014
 Tagged on 7th nest

 9 nests total

• 2016

 7 nests total

• 2012

 9 CM nests?



Case: Loggerhead



Case: Loggerhead



Case: Loggerhead

• 2016
 6 nests

• 2017
 6 nests

• 12 nests in 2 years
 Lit. 3-4 nest, every 2-3 years

• Overestimating populations?
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