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| COUNTRY PRESENTATION:
o\ o GUYANA

Organizations:

Protected Areas Commission
Ministry of Agriculture — Fisheries Dept.
WWF Guianas
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Approximately 120 km of beach, mudflats, mangroves
4 sea turtle species nests ( Green, Hawksbill, Olive Ridley,

Important place for fishing, hunting, gathering, and other
important traditional activities for local and indigenous
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O+ YEARS OF SEA TURTLE CONSERVATION

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

2018 - 56
INDIVIDUALS



EATHERBACK

Leatherback Turtles
LA ALE o iy bathe

False |[Newly |Incidental Nest Monitoring
Crawls | Tagged | Capture poached/ Period
predated

33 77

Feb-Aug

52 63 0 0 0 0 Feb-Aug

23 63 1 0 0 0 Feb-Aug

124 143 6 7 18 (dogs) 0 Feb-Aug . :
Migration Results
60 90 1 0 64 (dogs) 0 Feb-Aug
70 48 2 (injured); O 2 (poached); 6 0 Feb — July S 13006) 1.6(0.7)
1 (dead) (dogs) _ 3.3 3.7

mwhr) 00 Ol

72 2 0 10 (5 dogs) 0 Feb-July 2 QBT I
13.7(10.2)  4,359.2 (1,333.7)

15 9 3 0 1 (dog) 6 Feb-July 291478

560.5
21 3(SAT) 0 0 4 (humans) 0 Feb - Aug 1.0(492



“NO NETTING ZONES” ALONG SHELLBEACH PROTECTED AREA, REGION 1

Incidental capture in gill nets (drift seines) set along the Shell Beach Protected Area continues to be a major threat to sea turtles that
frequent the area. Since 2000, the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries Department, has implemented “No Netting Zones" along major
nesting sites at Shell Beach in response to the high incidence of turtle mortality, mostly due to entanglement and drowning in fishing
nets.
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© Turtle Island Restoration Network

tunk merulrty as thcy make thelrway Inhnd to nest par\lcuhdy Ouﬂng the nesting season
© WWF ® The Star

The public, Fishermen in particular, are advised that from April. 2018 to August. 2018 “No Netting Zones" are implemented along Almond
Beach and Tiger Beach, at the Shell Beach Protected Area, corresponding with the peak of the turtle nesting season.

It is ILLEGAL to take, harm, kill, sell, or consume sea turtles
and their eggs. All bycatch must be released immediately.

Amessage from the Fisheries Department, the Protected Areas C and the WWF-G

“NO NETTING ZONES” ALONG SHELL BEACH PROTECTED AREA, REGION 1

Be advised that the No-Netting Zones are in effect between April, 2018 to August 31,2018

“NO NETTING ZONES” ALONG SHELL BEACH PROTECTED AREA, REGION 1

Map Showing “No Netting Zones™ for Shell Beach Protected Area
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along Almond and Tiger Beaches at the Shell Beach Protected Area, correspondlng with
the peak of the turtle nesting season. LS e

BEACH ZoNE 2: TiIGER BEACH
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During thlg period, _Flshermen in particular, are asked to adhere to the following: O lles/ THons i Gk T iE (mmﬁ“‘r’?‘swmm
The use of long seines exten.dlr‘\g morethan 2 During this time hook-&-line fishing and sea from shore near Waini to seafromnearTiger
miles ARE NOT allowed within the zones. e Siines AREAllowad Butmustbe mouth and 12 miles/19 Beach and 18 miles/29 kms
Pole seines ARE NOT allowed ATNIGHT! R A kmslong) long)
Trawlers must use Turtle Excluder Devices(TED). Y &
]
THIS IS TO ENSURE THAT OUR SEA TURTLE POPULATIONS ARE PROTECTED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. e
It is ILLEGAL to take, harm, kill, sell, or consume sea turtles

and their eggs. All bycatch must be released immediately. = f_x “
from th, . the P AreasC -Guianas Amessage from the Fisheries Department, the P Areas Ci G \‘-D -0 Y




- Shrimp trawlers - Artisanal(wooden vessels)

“+ There is limited exploitation of pelagic resources over the continental shelf and towards

the continental slope

® Industrial trawl fishery (115 vessels)
* Deep slope fishery (semi-industrial/ - red snapper fishery)

® Small-scale artisanal fishery (Approximately1315 vessels).



AREA OF OPERATION AND GEAR TYPE

-Deep slope fishery
Operates above 18 fathoms
- Traps

- Hooks (long lines)

* Small-scale artisanal fishery
Operates throughout the fisheries



lUU FISHING AND ITS IMPACTS

# of Fleet Licensed (2018) |Operating
lllegally

1315 748 ( 56.6%) 43.4%

" -

' lack of reporting and data collection
== Foreign vessels fishing in our territory



LEATHERBACK BYCATCH DATA

4
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* However, the Department collects data from the Industrial
Fleets only for Endangered Threated and Protected Species
(ETP), which are either caught or interacted with. This

therefore shows that, turtles in some cases, are either

caught or sighted.

L)

*» Lack of comprehensive sufficient data collection processes
that, addresses leatherback bycatch, in other fisheries
(Artisanal and Semi-Industrial).



COUNTRY EFFORTS
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** In 2013 - all industrial vessels be equipped with Bycatch
Reduction Devices (BRDs),.

»* Ongoing research
* PAC, WWF Gwanas prowded training

ON BOARD GUIDE FOR THE IDENTIFICATION C

MARINE ENDANGERED, THREATENED & PROTECTED (ETP) AND
OTHER KEY SPECIES OF THE GUIANAS




REGULATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT

\/

** Periodical coastal and at sea surveillance, in collaboration
with the Coast Guard of the Guyana Defence Force.

*»* Aerial Reconnaissance with the Air Corps of the Guyana
Defence Force.

** Observer programme



GOAL FOR LEATHERBACK BYCATCH REDUCTION

 Implementation of a system to encourage data
recording of bycatch (inclusive of sea turtles) by the
artisanal fishers, and to possibly implement an
observer programme for the said fishery.

% Correlating by-catch data with turtle monitoring data
collected at SBPA. To better inform impacts on

population



URGENT PRIORITIES

and the artisanal fisheries.

** The PAC together with WWF Guianas and other
research agencies to implement annual long term

by-catch surveys for aII sea turtle species.



CLOSING REMARKS

PHoTOS © PAC, WWF GUIANAS, STATE OF
. THE WORLD’S ATLAS




